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DEFEND THEfcITY.. MANY TOWNSPEOPLE CONﬂENTnD THAT IF ARVN

COULD NOT :DEFEND. ITS OUN CORPS HEADQUARTERS CITY, THE ENTIRE

.’DELTA REGION MUST :BE EVEN MORE. VULNERABLE TO:VC ATTACK AND SEIZURE.

| POPULAR: MORALE IN:THE- CITY. WAS.éADﬁ* DEPRESSED FOLLOWING THE

;QVCfATTEbfi_H_;FEAR;OF X sscounmar fx hns 'WIDESPREAD . . THE

;_PEOPLE CRITICIZED ARVN .MORE FOR . ITS {POOR INTELL IGENCE IN

. NOT_HAVING ANY PRIOR WARNING OF THE: vc ATTACK THAN FOR THE

- MANNER, 3¢ WHICH THE TROOPS FOUGHT oncz THE ATTACK VAS UNDERVAY
zqganzvzarHELEss MANY :PEOPLE WERE: couvxmcsn THAT THE VC WOULD HAVE
" ovErRUN THE CITY ON 31 JANUARY IF TiE ATTACK HAD NOT BEEN

 STOPPED BY.U.S. AIR FORCE AERIAL BOMSARDWENT . DESPITE
. | THE DAMAGE CAUSED BY THE BOMBING, MANY OF THE PEOPLE OF THE

o ;rowd WELCOMED" THE AIR ATTACKS, REASONING THAT HORE LIVES WOULD

HAVE BEEN’tWST BY A vc succsss THA;mWERE LOST "IN THE" BomBING.
| DESPITE L.ow POPULAR MORALE RESWLTING FROM THE ATTACK,

NO

“?AFTER THE ATTAcx.f NOTHING uas HEARD OF ANY BEL IEF AMONG THE
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','}A" - 3. IMNEDIATELY AFTER THE BATTLE ENDED, THE PROVINCE CHIEF.

/'AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES BEGAN TO SET UP REFUGEE RELIEF SERVICES,

*u@[”wHICH WERE- 'APPRECIATED.BY THE: PEOPLE. - |

4. PRESIDENT NGUYEN VAN THIEU'S SPEECH TO THE NATION ON 2
; FEBRUARY HAD A GENERALLY GOOD EFFECT ON THE PEOPLE IN CAN THO,
»7}NOT AS MUCH FOR WHAT HE SAID AS FOR THE FACT THAT HE ADDRESSED
‘THE.NATION AfﬂA TIME OF mucn DOUBI AND FEAR WHEN EVIDENCE OF THE

,CENTRAL GOVER Jl"VENT S AUTHOR ITY WAS NEEDED. -',_.;

i ~ |CALLED THE REFUGEE RELIEF EFFORTS *REMARKABLE.

3.3(h)(2)
"/
3.5(C) |
5
4
3
2
1,

Approved for Release: 2019/04/17 C06786724




