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ABROAD, 15% TEE PACIFICATION A SERIOUS BLOW, AND (REATED YBOBLBPB THAT 
HILL OCCUPY THE GOVERIIMEIE FOR MANY -MONTHS. THE I"I1I1‘.EAR'! S‘.-‘.'itA'1'EGY BNVZSIOKED 

A TWO-PHASE ATTACK; FORCES HERE I-ARGEM IN THE EIRST-PHASE WEE VC/IWA. 
MAIN FORCES IARGELY HELD FOR THE SEOOX-D. TE PASSIVE R'STS'.'.‘ANC3 OF THE REOPIE ' 

PLUS THE PIERCE REACTION FORCED CA}3OELLA'.I‘IOI‘€ OF THE SECOND PHASE WHICH 13 S‘.I?ILL 

AVAILABLE FOR FEW ATTACIG WHICH ARE EXPECTED. ALTHOUGH WEAKIIIIED BY ES LOSS!-S, 
THE HIE-E IS N01‘ ON THE VERGE OF DESPERATION AND HE OOH’-uD BIS QGSEKIRESOMEV 
TO THE MORE TRADITIONAL HARASSDIG ATIIAOKS, ALTHOUGH '1‘I-HS MIGHT IUJRR I-IORALE III BIS 

RAIIKS. PACIFICATIOH IS SET BACK AIID IT WILL MAIN MDlI'1'B$ FE!-‘ORE THE OOHFIDENOE 

OF THE Hi-0Y1-E IN TIE PREVIOUSLY SECURED HAMLETS CAI] BE ETOIEIL Eli SIIMBIARY. 

I. 

1- THE YEAR OF THE I/ONKEY HAD AN INAUSPICIOUS BEGINNING FOR THEFPEOPLE OF $UTH 
VIETNAM AS THE VC/NVA FORCES VIOLATED THE SACRED TET HOLIDAYS AND LAUNCHE VIRTUALLY 
5-IMJLTANEOUS ATTACKS AGAINST 36 PROVINCE CAPITALS, FIVE OF THE SlX.AUTONOVOUS CITIES, AND 

NUMEROUS OTHER POPULATION CENTERS THROUGHOUT THE 'COUNTRY. THEIR OBJECT IVES HAVE BEEN 
-w_- 

lflubtn 

CILEAIELY SPELLED ou'r m cawwm-:9 oocumams -- TODESTROY on suavcmf ms GVN/ALLIED ronczs, 
ELIMINATE THE GVN GOVERNMENTAL STRUCTURE, CREATE A GENERAL UPRISING AVDNG THE 

I 
I-5» 

NMIDUI 

PEOPLE, AND‘ ESTABLISH ,A REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMDIT WMINATED BY THE NATIONAL
_
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LIBERATION mom. m wx-1A1‘ ARPEARS TO as Au ALI/D-ST INCREDIBLE MISCALCULATION OF THEIR 

(MN MILITARY CAPABILITIES AND THE DEGREE OF SUPPORT THEY COULD WNMAND FROM 
THEFPEOPLE, 

THE COI/MJNISTS FAILED TO ACHIEVE THESE STATED OBJECTIVES. IT HAS COST THEM DEARLY IN‘ 

MANPWER -- m 12 nxrs soME 31,000 1<n.1.:o, 5,-(oo ozmuzn, PROBABLY men-nan 10,000‘ nun 

FROM WOUNDS, AN UNKNOWN NUMBER DEAD FRUM AIR AND ART ILLERY STRIKES -- A TOTAL PRGBABLY 

AMDUNTING T0 NORE THAN HALF OF FORCES USED IN. THIS ATTACK. NEVERTHELESS, THE 

ENEMWS WELL-PLANNED, COORDINATED SERIES OF ATTACKS WAS AN IMPRESSIVE DISPLAY 
OF STRENGTH 

WHICH HAS GIVEN HIM A MALDR PSYCHOLOGICAL VICTORY ABROAD, DEALT A SERIOUS 
SL014 T0 THE 

PACIFICATION PROGRAM, AND CREATED PROBLEMS THAT VILL TAX THE ENERGIES. AND RESOURCES OF 

1112 eovznumwr Fora mm I/GNTHS TO coma. ‘ 

' 

_ 

' 

- 

, 
_

. 

2. THE ENI-IMY'S MILITARY srnnccv cous|s'r:t> or A ‘NO-PHASE OFFDISIVE. vnznzvan 

POSSIBLE, THE FIRST ms: Assauus wan: csmoucrso av vc mcnproncss. _PSYO-IOLOGICALLY, 
‘mus was I/ORE APPROPRIATE THAN usme NVAIIINITS, swan 11-1: mews obuacrlvc or u|uu|N<; 
ms su1>1=>o1-<1 of 1111-: PEOPLE. vm roncsé wan: uszo m 1 mo n maps mans vc roncss v1-:11: 

mmzoum, wr 11-moucHouT 11-1: coumav ms? vc/rm mm ronczs was wnmzw Fun 111: 
szcuuo ems: wan THEY woum mvz m T0 :m=1m_1z: bu THE mzcrso 51-mos mo eéump 

A

" 

~UpR|§|N3_. . .. .. 1. <._. .- . 
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. _.,.., ._ 

' 

3. 71142 PASSIVE nzncflou OF -THE ‘POPULATION; 1141: FIERCENESS or "n-11-: FREE VIDRLD mo 

-ARVN COUNTEROFFENSIVES AFTBTTHE INITIAL SURPRISE AND CONFUSION, AND THE EFFECTIVENESS 
OF 

4 MASSIVE AIR AND ARTILLERY FIRE OBVIOUSLY FORCE) CANLELLATIDN OF Tl’-IE COVMITMENT
' 

3
. 

'2‘ OF VC/NVA MAIN FORCES. IT IS ESTIMATED THAT SLIGHTLY LESS THAN HALF OF 
1 .

I 
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ENEMY'S MAIN FORCE MANEUVER UNITS OUTSIDE OF THCJE IN THE ‘DMZ, BUT WELL OVER HALF OF I-II-S 7% 
LOCAL FORFT ‘UNITS, PARTICIPATEP IN THE ATTACKS. THUS, HE STILL HAS SJBSTANTIAL 
UNCOMMTTED FORCES AVAILABLE FOR A NEW "SECOND PHASE" ATTACK. ' 

II. IN SPITE OF THE ENE!‘/!Y'S HEAVY LOSSES, HE APPARENTLY STILL PLANS A RESUMPTION 
OF THE OFFENSIVE ON A LARGE SCALE IN THE NEAR FUTURE. THE FAILURE OF COMMITTED ‘FORCES 
T0 WITHDRAW COM§’LE|' ELY TO SAFEHAVENS AND CURRENT DISPOSITION OF PREVIOUSLY UNCOI/MITI'ED 
zmrrs LI-IND cnsumca TO PR|SONERS' STATEMENTS THAT THE sacouu mas: OFFENSIVE HILL SOON 
BE INITIATED. ALTHOUGH THE VC/NVA mm FORCES woum SUPPOSEDLY as BETTER EQUIPPED, 
TRAINED, mo DISCIPLINED THAN THE PRIMARILY LCM-LEVEL TROOPS (cmuon rowan) w|-um 
LAUNCHED THE FIRST OFFENSIVE, THE ENEMY HAS LOST THE ELEMENT OF SURPRISE, MES NOT HAVE 
THE COVER OF A TET TRUCE, AND HAS ALREADY EXPENDED A GREAT DEAL IN THE WAY OF AND 
FATERIEL. THE CONSEQUENCE OF A SECOND "ALL-OUT" SERIES-OF ATTACKS MDULDFROBABIEY BE AS 
IJISASTROUS MILITARILY A5 THE FIRST PHASE. IF, INDEED, THE ENWY IS PREPARING FOR LARGE- 
SCALE ATTACKS AT KHE SANH, OUANG TRI, HUE, DANANG, DAK TO, PI-IY MY, TUY IDA, SAIGON, CAN 
THO,‘ AND MY THO, THEN HE MJST STRIKE QUICKLY. TIDUGH STREFOIED THIN, ALLIED FORCES HAVE 
CONSOLIDATED THEIR GAINS, REGROUPEO, AND INITIATED OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS AGAINST THE 
ENEMY'S MASSED MAIN FORCES WITH NOTABLE SUCCESS. AS TIIE RASSES, HIS POSITION IS 
BECOMING I/ORE TENUOUS AND THERE WILL BE LESS AND LESS OPPORTUNITY T0 ACHIEVE HIS 
IMMEDIATE OBJECTIVES. ' 4 "

S5 
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it-lN'€§IBU| 

5'. -A'.TI-IOUGH THE mam ms BEEN SERIOUSLY WEAKENED, HE as NOT on THE IIERGE 

' or nssmamon. HE HASOVER mu" or ms mm roncss »eI_:s{cAr__LY"|§w;r-‘vrni waif‘-'7" 
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MEN AND -MATERIEL ENROUTE CR AVAILABLE FROM NVN. HE HAS TAREN SUBSTANTIAL LOSSES IN THE 

PAST AND SHOWN AN AMAZING DEGEE OF RESILIENCY. ON THE OTHER HAND, HISLOGISTICS AND 

RECRUITMENT PROBLEMS WILL BE GREATLY INCREASED WITH SUCH HEAVY LOSSES FROM THE LOCAL AND 

UJERRILIA FORCES ‘:iI-IO PROVIDE MANPOWER FOR SUPPORT AND COMBAT.
I 

6. AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO SECOND ASSAULT AGAINST THE CITIES, THE ENEMY COULD 

ELECT TO CUT HIS LOSSES BY REVERTING TO NORE TRADITIONAL HARASSINO ATTACKS NH-ILE A'ITEI"?T- 

ING T0 II/PROVE HIS POSITION IN THE COUNTRYSIDE. -THE RECENT WELL-COORDINATEC‘ ATTACKS OVER 

VIDES-‘READ AREAS PROVED THE ENEMY'S CAPABILITY TO UTILIZE THIS TACTIC. SJCH A'.TACK$ ON 

A SMALLER SCALE WOULD STILL GAIN HEADLINES AND HAVE IIJNSIDERABLE PSYCHOLOGICAL APPEAL AND 

VALUE TO THE ENEMY AS THEY RERAISE QUESTIONS III SVN AND THE WORLD AS TO THE ABILITY ‘OF 

THE ALLIES T0 PROVIDE SECURITY TO THE PEOPLE. HOWEVER, AFTER SUCH EXTENSIVE lN@CI'R|N- 

ATION ON THE INEVITABILITY OF II/MINENT VICTORY, A REVERSION TO ESSENTIALLY GUERRIILA 

WARFARE W{)u'I_D PROBABLYNIAUSE SEVERE ‘PROBLEMS OF VORALE AVONG THE CADRES AND A LOSS OF 

INPETUS FOR THE REVOLUTIONARY EFFORT.' » 

' '1. IT IS NOT ‘(ET POSSIBLE TO MAKE A FIRM ASSESSMENT OF 'IHE DAMAGE WHICH HAS BEEN 

CAUSED TO THE PACIFICATTON PROGRAM, EJT IT PROBABLY HAS BEEN EXTENSIVE. THE PACIFIED 

AREAS DID NOT AT LEAST |NlTlALLY- APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN A PRIORITY TARGET, PROBABLY BECAUSE 

VOST OF THE VC GUERRILLAS WERE DRAWN INTO LOCAL FORCE UNITSIFORITHE CITY BATTLES OR WERE 

ENGAGED IN INTERDICTING LOGS. HOWEVER, GVN FORCES PROVIDING SECURITY FOR THE PACIFIED 

vi NOITDUI 

5 4 

AREAS AND THE RD TEAMS WERE IN MANY CASES IJITHDPAWN TO ASSIST IN THE DEFENSE OF 

I 

WNW URBAN AREAS, LEAVING THE VC FREE TO PENETRATE PREVIOUSLY SECURED HAMLEl'S__ ___:____1 
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CONDUCT PROPAGANDA, RECRUIT, AOQJIRE FOOD, ELIMINATE THE GVN ADMINISTRATION, AND 
OCCASIONALLY TERRORIZE THE POPULATION. THE IMPACT OF ‘I1-IE VC PRESENCE HAS ESPECIALLY 
SEVERE IN THE LARGER HAMLET” WHICH GENE‘ .1 ARE LOCATED CLOSE TO THE POPULATION CBIITERS 
AND WERE ON THE VC ROUTE OF ENTRY. THIS ACTIVITY WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR PART OF THE ‘LARGE 
REFUGEE FLOW INTO THE CITIES; ' 

-

‘ 

8. WITH VANY OF THE CITIES IN SHAMSLES AND REQUIRING PRIORITY REQNSTRUCTION AND 
REHABILITATION EFFORTS, THE DEVELOPMENT ASPECTS OF THE PROGRAM ALVOST INEVITABLY \vIlLL 
SUFFER. IN ANY EVENT, IT WILL BE MANY I‘/DNTHS BEFORE THE FONFIDENCE OF THE PEOPLE IN THE 
PREVIOUSLY SECURED HAMLETS CAN BE RESTORED, $ME OF M-II.'I-I FELT THE VC PRESENCE FOR THE 
FIRST TIME. ONE POSSIBLY HOPEI-"UL SIGN IS THAT MANY OF‘ THE VC EXPRESSED SURPRISE AT THE 
RELATIVE PROSPERITY OF THE PEOPLE IN TI-IE GVN AREAS, OONTRARY TO WHAT THE!‘-‘HAD BEBI LED

I 

TO BELIEVE. THIS, TOGETHER WITH THE MILITARY DEFEAT AND HEAVY LOSSES, S-DULD CONTRIBUTE 
TO some run‘.-RE DEFECTIONS. - 

' 
'

' 

9. THERE HA5 NATURALLY BEEN A MIXED REACTION FROM THE PEOPLE TO THE COM‘-IJNIST 
ONSLAUGHT -L INITIALLY, IT WAS ONE OF SHOCK AT THE STRENGTH OF THE ATTACH, AND ANGER AT 
ITS PERF IDY. IIONEVER, EVEN THOSE SKEPT ICS WHO WOULD NOT PREVIOUSLY ACIOIO-vlI_@GE THAT THE 
LARGE ELECTORAL TURNOUTS, THE INABILITY OF THE VC TO GET A RESPONSE T0 CALLS FOR A GENERAL 
STRIKE, AND THE ALMJST TOTALLY CONSCRIPT NATURE OF THE VC FORCES WERE PRIXJF THAT TI-IE VE 
;.ACKED POPULAR SUPPORT, CAN HARDLY DENY IT NW. DESPITE THE CREATION OF A REVOLUTIONARY 

u 

I-sauna 5Q
I 

E 
can 

rzu-zmezm OF "ms FOPULAT ION on OF 'I'HE.ARMED roacas nsrtcrmi '*IiI!°Il£Po§lE$o,F°@E°\

_ 

“#9! ADMINISTRATION, SUPPOSEDLY UNTAINTEO BY ASSOCIATION VI-TH rI>IE~'_)ILF"’NO SIGN-I_FICANT_‘_ 
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PEOPLE TO RESPOND TO THE VC CALL FOR AN UPRISING, AND IN FACT OFTEN I’) RENDER ASSISTANCE 
TO THE GOVERNMENT FORCES, WAS THE KEY TO THE FAILURE OF THE VC PLAN, AND IS ONE OF THE 

‘I0 THERE ARE NEGATIVE FACTOPS, OF COURSE -- THE PEOPLE NO»! HAVE A GREATER RD-SPECT 
FOP THE CAPABILITIES OF THF VC, AND THIS WILL PROBABLI RESULT IN SOME CASES IN A FDRE 
CAUTIOUS ATTITUI/E TOWARD OPEN SUPPORT FOR THE GOVERNMENT THERE IS CRITICISM OVER THE 
GOVERNMENT S LACK OF PREPAREDVESS, CHARGE: OF EXCESSIVE PROPERTY DAMAGE AND CIVI LIAN 
CASUALTIES, AND LOOTING BY THE OOUNTERREACTION FORCES, AND A PERSISTENT BELIEF THAT 
SOMEHCM THE UNITED STATES WAS lI\ COLLUSION WITH THE VC HWEVER, THE POPULATION IS ‘ 

UNIVERSALLY ANGRY AT THE VI‘ FOR VIDLATING H)TH A SACRF D HOLIDAY AND THEIR OWN TRUCE, 
AND THE BLAME FOR ALL OF THE ILLS IS GENERALLY PLACED ON THE VC. IHERE WAS LEFT NO 
MUST IN TI-‘E MINDS OF THE PEOPLE AS TO THE SUPERIORITY OF THE GOVERNVIENT FORCES A.’7 AS 
T0 M-IO WON THIS ENGAGEMENT ON BALANCE, WE FEEL THAT IN THE CONTEST FOR THE MINDS AND " 

HEARIS OF THE PEOPLE, THE VC HAVE SO FAR SUFFERED A SEVERE LOSS. IN COM-VON DANGER, THERE 
WAS A TENDENCY TO UNITE BEHIND THE GOVERNMENT WITH A RESIIIJE OF ILL WILL TOWARD “I-IE VC 
WHICH WILL NOT BE EASILY ERASED, THE TASK OF NATION BUILDING, AT LEAST IN THOSE AREAS 
STILL UNDER GOVERNMENT CONTROL, SHOULD BECOME A LITTLE EASIER. MJCH WILL DEFEND, HOWEVER, 

T ON THE SKILL AND ALACRITY WIT‘-I WHICH THE GOVERNMENT HANDLES THE SEVERE SOCIAL AND ECONOIIIC 
PROBLEMS IT FACES 

II THE DAYS AHEAD CONSTITUTE A SEVERE TEST FOR THE GVN THERE IS NO 
QUESTION BJT THAT TI-IE GOVER'\l*4_NT SUF F ERED A SERIOUS LOSS OF PRESTIGE BY 

. 
1 _ 

lemmncamn 
T um zontmh) 

- 

'
I

I 

I-INNIBUI 

, _ .\.. 
_... _... .~_,__.. __..~.-__.-._.‘-¢__..__._____...,....._.. _... _, .-._\— _ _ _...._,- ... ;....,,... ._, 

--_.....-¢_ ..__~- 
__ ._..e _ __.._....-W-... . _.. ~ .~....



‘I1 /1,, 

"1 

If

‘ 

".1-‘ 

‘ 

5
‘ 

‘J, 

I“i,n 

‘ 
»‘. 

fa; 

ii 

, I 

In 

i»:.~‘.».w»

I

u

> 

#1

I

I 
V. 

ii 

'\ 

Approved for Release 2019/O4/17 COOOO9979

I

\ 

-1~»--W J‘“"'"='"'"°") ___ ______,____________.__ . _,i 

Z‘ 3: 
1 .. K " TENDENCY ON T‘-IE PART OF NATIONALIST LEILNTS TD SFT ASIDE TFEIR 

PAROCHIAL INTER STS AND 

FYI’? 

-. I 

_I 1- \I 

1-1 
s'~: 

73.‘. 
£11-I
I 

N;

. 

“.7,-.-.-C“,-,~,» 

":< 

mes us-315/00518-68 

use 80$ uses 

INABILITY TD DEFELID ITS CITIES, WNITHSTAIIDINJ, THERE HA5 BEEN ATILEAST A TENPORARY 

RALLY BEHIND TH__LEADERSHIP THIS I5 EY NO MFA-‘I5 UNIVERSAL -- TI-‘E MILITANT BJIDPIISTS, 

THE DAI VIETS, AND SO‘/IE OTHERS STILL HAVE REFUSED 
EIT‘-IER PUBLICLY TO CONDENN THE VC DR 

TO S'J??0RT TH" GOVERMIENT ACTIVELY ALTPOJJ-I IT WAS AN AIIIRICIN IDEA, CLEARLY THE IDS" 

EFFECTIVE ACTION BY TI-‘E GOVERNMENT SO FAR WAS TH“ CREATION OF TrIE -JJINT VIETNAMESE] 

AMERICAN TASK FORCE UIDER VICE PRESID"‘~IT KY TO HANDLE TH: 
IMIIDIATE PROBLEMS OF RE-IABlLIT- 

ATION IrIHA|EVER CLOSING OF RAIIAS BL'IIIID TI-IE GOV..RNMZfl' THAT HAS ACCFUED CAN B... CREDITED 

LARG..LY TO KY, WHO HAS EMERGFD A5 TH""<IAN Or THE FOUR 
" DESPITE AG.:RAVATlN'3 AND BJRFALI 

CRATIC PROBLDIS, SOME FORNARD I/0V.T.M:.NT HAS BEFN MAD- IN 
RE-.'I5Tr\BLISHIN-1 ESS%IAL 

FACILITIES AND SERVICES KY MAY WELL HAVE SAVED THE GVN I-‘NM PROJ.CTING ITS USUAL IMAC_ 

OF INACTIVITY 

12 HE ARE NOT SANGJIN AKJJT FUTURE POLITICAL PROBLEMS. THE SCHISB VI'IIC."I DIVID.. 

THIS SOCIETY ARE DEEPLY ROOTED, AND WILL IN"VI|ABLY ARI5 AGAIN A5 TH». FIRST FL'JS'I OF 

UNITY BEGINS TO FAD... DEMAND: WILL BE NAP‘-‘ FOR TH" REMWAL OF OFFICIALS, ETH NATIONAL 
""" 

AND LOCAL, VHO PROVLD UNEQUAL TO TH’ TASK IN A CIRSIS, AND 
TI-‘IS WILL BE A-ERT/Al“ TO 

RESTORE THE E’IDFMw FACTIDNAL IN IGI'ITIN\= THE MILITARY, SN: OF TH- CATHDLIC5, AND THOS 

FAVORING A ROUGH, DIRECTED SYSTEM W‘LL FAULT TH GDVERNWHIT FOR IIDT BEIN\: TOUGH ENOUS-I, 

WHILE OTHERS WILL BE CON ERN"D OVER EVEN THE TE/IPORARY 
$A"RIFIC Or DINDCRA .C PRJCESSE5 

AND THE CONTINUFD PRE EMIN'I\FI' ROLE OF TH- MILITARY 
TI-':_ CRISIS HA5 IGNITED A SPARK4

0 

I-Iléwuh OF UNITY, WT TO SUSTAIN IT WILL REQUIRE A SUCCESSFUL RF_lI.\IEF__A_N_D__RECO!E_I_(Y_ 

Iclaulficniml) arm can " = ___ 
4 __ ______ -. l- IIQN ' ' __ “' ‘I_fi_.¢-o-l-'.‘- -...»_._-_.._'?’e _ 
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AND A SUBLIMINATIDN OF PERSONAL AND PARTISAN POLITICAL INTERSTSM-IICI-I'THI$ SOCIETY HAS 
NEVER BEFORE DEIVONSTRATED. 

I3. THE COM‘/UNlS'I'S CAN BE CREDITED WITH HAVING MAINTAINED DACEELENT SECURITY FOR SL 
A COMPRB-IENSIVE PLAN, BJT THEY ARE GUILTYZ OF A MASSIVE INTELLIGENCE FAILURE. IDGJMENTS 
CAPTURED ovER THE PAST roua _Mo~'rHs AND INTERROGATIONS or‘ "rue PRISONERS mvowan m ms 
RECENT ATTACKS INDICATE QUIITEICLEARLY THAT ma vc mo nmzud TO TAKE AND HDLD ‘n-1.»: cmss, 
DID EXPECT A GENERAL UPRISING, AND DID PLAN TO INSTALL A REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNI4EN'I', AS 
EVIDENCED BY THE PRESENCE OF‘ STANDBY VC ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE IN THE MAJDR CITIES. 
IT MAY SEEM INCREDIBLE THAT VC EXPECTATIONS SHOULD HAVE _BEDI S0 DIVDRCED FROM REALITY, 
BIT THERE ARE THREE FACTORS WHICH PROBABLY EXPLAIN THIS. FIRST, THE ("OI/M.INISTS ARE AND 
AUMAYS HAVE SEEN VICTIMS OF THEIR NCTRINE, AND IN THE PRESENT CASE THE ARTICLES OF 
‘FAITH WERE: "THE LONGER FIGHT, THE STRONGER WE BECOME;" AND, "THE I/DRE VICIGJSLY THE 
ENEMY FIGHTS, THE CLOSER HE IS TO COLLAPSE; " AND, "THE PEOPLE SUPPORT US AND WHEN THE 
unam PEOPLE HAVE THE CHANCETO ms: uP,'ouR I/ucronv wzu. ea ASSURUJ." ssdbub, THE 
LEADERS mvz BEEN CONSISTENTLY AND GREATLY MISINFORMED av wwzn CADRES. Gwen +142 
DOCTRINAL BIAS ALLUDED to ABDVII AND THE ORIENTAL PENCH-INTIFOR T£LL|NG"I>'EOF"LE wfirrr THEY 
WANT T0 HEAR, "ms REPORTS eoms umno HAVE mzmsnmmnztzo ‘n-as ;Acrs THAT 1-nz LEADERS 
couw NOT BASE 11-1:12 nsclslum. ‘ON REALITY. TI-HRD‘, ‘ma use-:6 Fore A ‘SIGNIFICANT vwroav 
AFTER TWO YEARS or-' oaouerrr MAY HAVE mmoouczo A LACK OF PRUDENCE. av ANY RAT IONAL smm 5 

I . s 4- NORTH VIETNAM HAS azsu LOSING T00 vucn m onnzn TO GAIN T00 LI‘l'l'LE. FOR mo LONG, 
NM 

uww.» vc STRENGTH‘ AND suppoar ms azsn mxuouuc. ‘rm: nf(1§::_ 'ATURE 9_+_'__134_:'wAP", _maT=_- .- - . . .5-_._T‘< __A >-Z.-.,‘ ,.'Y__
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ENTIRE ENVIRONMENT OF THE STRUGGLE, OHANGED WITH THE I/IASSIVE UNITED STATES INVOLVDIENT.
V 

THE TET ASSAULT MJST HAVE BEEN PART OF AN EXPECTED VC PLAN TO INFLICT HEAVY PHYSICAL AND 

PSYCHOLOGICAL DAMAGE IN HOPE OF GAINING, IF NOT ALL THEIR OBJECTIVES, SOMETHING WHICH 

oou1.0 as cowsmuzn AS A v|croRY. ' ‘ 

. , 

_ 

21+. WE ARE VERY MUCH AWARE THAT WE HAVE PROBABLY SEEN ONLY THE FIRST’ or-' A TWO-ACT 

DRAMA. IF THE SECOND ACT REPEATS THE SCENARIO, WE WILL SERIOUSLY QUESTION THE ABILITY OF 

HANOI TO CONTINUE TO CARRY ON THIS KIND OF CONVENTIONAL WARFARE FOR A PROTRACTED PERIOD. 

WHATEVER ELSE MAY FOLLOW, THE TET OFFENSIVE IN SOUTH VIETNAM, WNTRARY TO I-UCH FOREIGN 

OPINION, IS NOT POPULARLY REGARDED HERE EITHER A5 A VC VICTORY OR EVEN AC IN INDICATION 

OF THEIR EVENTUAL SUCCESS. THERE IS A SOBERING THOUGHT FOR THE FUTURE, I-KMEIIER - IF IT 

WERE NOT FOR THE PRESENCE OF UNITED STATES FORCES, THE VII FUIY WOULD BE FZTING OVER MJCH 

OF $UTI"I VIETNAM TODAY- 

_ 
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