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The Sxtuation in South Vietnam N . 8
ils 67“’7’-1)0’1&‘}1’"):. ST

1. Tho Communist Tot ofionsivo continued into

418 fourth day with Communist forces resisting al-

lied mopping-up operations within, or on the ouf- . .

skirts of key cities throughout' South Vietnam. The
_ fighting dn Saigon is subsiding; however, tho Com-

~ Communists killed-in-tho-fivst: three days of fight-

nunists still malntain strong positions in the prov-

- dncial capitals of Hue, Kontum,;Ban Me Thuot, Da JLat,

and govolral cities in-the deolia provincey,
\
.z, Eneny losses continue. to soar with US mili-
lary authoritios in Saigon claiming well over 10,000

P iacicant N

iug. An additional 3,000 susptct Conmunists have
reportodly been detained By tonirast only somo
1,700 individual and crow-served eneny weapons have
beon recovered in the fighting,' Friendly losses now

“total 559 killed (232 US) and fomo 2,300 wounded
- (1,000 US),

Satgon

jve—o

8. Saigon way relatively quiet during the

~-night of %<2 February. In early worning action,

howevor, tho Viet Cong overran two South Vietnamese

~'police preciuct stations, Sporadic firing vas re-

ported at several other points in the city and

— fighting continued early this morning noar Tan Son

Nhut aivbase just northwest of tho capital, Only
limited aircraft traffic was pormitted mt the aire

- field duc to reports of an imminont rqckot attack,
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4, Avatlable evidence indicates that tho onemy
troops involved in the Salgon area wero mostly in
the )16 to 18 apge bracket and were woll armed with
modern automatic rifles and rocket launchers. B8Sove
cral prisoners stated that they had infiltrated into

—————-"the city in civilian clothes whore they wore armed
from weapons caches which had beeh set up well in
. advance, Tho onomy in Saigon did not appecar {o Lo
voll ¢rained, &lthough their morale was high in tho
. ~ oarly stages of the fighting, )

5. B8everal oncmy units in the c¢ity have been
tontativoly ldentiiied*as'Viet;Céhijunits from tho
Mokong Dolin ond from Bs far west &s Tay Ninh Prova
ince, - Reports of -North Vietnamese units in tho
Saigon fighting have not been confirmed, but noxth- -
orners assigned to nearby Viet COng units as c¢adre

__and fillers possibly participated.
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I Corps

7. The city of Hue is stilX the focal point
of stubbora enemy resistance in South Vietnam's
“northern I Corps area. The rest’of the major oities
in the northern provinces are upder the control of
- allied forces, although scattercd nttacks were con-
ducted against somo of them on-1-2-February.

- .8, BRue: Tho two-sguarc-nile, walled citadel .
“area is sTIT1 partially occupied by encny forcos
this morning. Two South Viotnamese armered battalions
are commited to tho clearing operations around the
_oftadol, and a US 1st Air Cavalry 'bhattalion may be
added to the effort, Throo othor South Vietnanese
_battalions have oncountered stiff enemy resistanco
- " 4n cloariny operations in somc areas on tho outskirts
(  of the city. All US ond South Viotnamesc installa-
: U777 g4ons within Hlue remain under hllied control,
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8. Can Lo: The Combined Aqtion Platoon Head-
guarters A{ Cam Lo was attackod with mortar and
small erms fire early today. Thé encmy was forcod
to withdraw aftor .a heavy six-hoﬁr battle.

10, Phu Loc: The Phu Loc ézea, located sone
25 milos soutli of lue,was subjected to a day-lony
-attack, which endod late last night,: The Phu Log
District Headquarters and village were reported socuro;
however, & sizeable onemy-threat 4s belfoved still in
the general aroa, Accdbrding to an unconfirmed report, .
s~ - tho US Marine basc at Phu Loc was overrun at one point- -
in tho fighting. !
L i
11 Tam Ky and Quang hgai- "Both of these prov=-
fucial capxtﬂls WerG attacked by ‘Communist mortarmon
- during the night of 1~2 February. The bombardment
of Tam Ry reportedly included artillorvy five, No
roports of casuvaltics or damage hnvo becn received,

.

o w12, Duy Xuyén:  This d;strict capital located

-~ several niYas g§oulhvest of ol An {n coastal Quang
Nam Province was roported -still undexr the control
of &n unknown-sized enomy force,” 'A South Xorean
brigade has moved into the area in prepaxation for -
a countorattack later today, ,

,,,,,,

. [ ]
T LT IXI Corps :
- T ) ¢
13. Kontum: Tho most sorious threat in the
| 84 Corps area continues to lesL 1u_the city of
Kontum in the westeom highlands. "The ‘enény con-
tinues attacks in and around the clty, Ahd has es-
tablished strongpoints {n- several buildings, in-
cluding pagodas and churches, An ontire North .
Vietnamese battalion is &till bolieved in control
of approximately half of tho city The ajiviield
“has been cloared out is nhow open to emergency
traffic.

Tl 14. Ban Me Thuot: At lnst Toport, elements
. of the Norih Vievnanuse 33rd Regimcnt wero still
« --oceupying most of the city. Two South Vietnimeso -
23rd Infantry Division battalions, together with US
oo coscmounits, are attempting to regain bontvol of thoe city.
Tho aivfield is still opon, but has Leen hit by
rortar and small arms firve,
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15, Da Lat: At last roport,’ Communist forces— —

sti11 hold the market placo in the conter of town

. &% woll sB scattered strongpoints’ within the city.

o South Vietnamese forces arc leading the effort to
drive tho attackers out of tho city. :

16, Tan Ani A total of 208 unemy- troops wore
___roported KYTT00 during a fierco two-hour battlo yos=-

-~ “¢erday, when thoy attomptod -to overrun this villago
which 18 located some 15 miles southwest of Pleiku.
-~ Tho village was dofend&d'by,South,Vietnamese irregulars
who sustafned light josses.,

 "17. phan Thiot: MNeavy fighting was still re-

~ ported fyom_{nis coasial provincial capital through

~ the mid-morniung of 2 February,. -Tho MACV and Scctox
Headquarterscmmpoundshavc not yet come under attack,

" US and South Victnamese troops havo ostablished &
blocking position snd ave presontly attempting to
sweep through the city in an offort. to drive the
attackers out. - - B

1z conps

) 18. To the north of Saigon in IIIX Corps=-=the — =D
area where the current Comnunist campaign has 80
far beon the lightest==several new attacks woro -
reported during the night of 1-2 February. Xuan Loec,
tho capital of Long Khanh-Province, Was under heavy -
attack throughout the night. Ono Viet Cong platoon
ponoetrated into the town, but by morninggallied roAc- :
tion tvoops had cleared then out. First reports indi--
cotad that US and South Vietnaneso casualtics wero
_1ight in the action, Other onemy assaulls and mortar
attacks occurred in Phuot Tuy, Hau Nghia, and Tay
Ninh but fow details were avallable, — :

i

1V _Corps ‘

19, In tho Mekong Delta,*hhatp fighting con-
tinuey within sevaral provincial capiials and & hum- .
- par of smaller Lowns. : }

o ‘p0. Some 700-800 Viot Coég are still believed -
to bo insido Bon Tre, tho capital of Kion Hoa Prove--
inco, ~shore two companies of the ys oth Infantry

pivision companies have arrived to roinforce ARXN-
BR Y] ,
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forces. Heavy fighting occurred during the night in

the proviucial capital of Vviuh Long. A US Navy patrol
“poat base in the city was ovoxran but later rotaken

. by South Vietnapmoso forces. '

: . 21. Allied troops were also enpaged with Viet
__Cong forces in Can Tho, My Tho and Moc Noa, the

capital of Kion Tuong province,” Tho latter city was

_undex heavy moriar and rocket attack carly this

worning. The Viol Cong wore yeported using loud-

- gpenkers to appeal Lo, ARVN troops to lay- down thoir

CURrms,

Q‘.

Prospecotis for thoﬂxmmédiatq_gpturewrwﬁl

2. Tho situation xeporiéd at 8a Nec iB chare-
actoristic of many arcas in Seuth Vietniw, where '
enony forces fwwve been pushed out of the urban area.
but continue to majintadn positions on strategic ground —
nearby, It scens possible that, in some preas, the " ,
Copmunist units will attenpt to-venow their attacks
on urhan areag, or will attenpt £o rvemain nearby in .
an effort to keop the-situationh tense and the populace
“$ntinidated, TR T T R , .

23, Although the enomy Jhits so far involvod
in tho current aotion have reportcdly taken heavy
losses in some of the fighting, 4t appears certain
that the onemy high command was fully preparved to .
gncrifico these units in their entivety, if nocessavy, - -

in order to carry out the offensivo, This would

strongly suggest that tho enemy has not thrown his -

" full weight into the current effort, but that it is

rather a caroful, solective application of his power,

In the bitterly contested fighting in Hue, for ox-

amplo, only elements of the North VietnAmese 6th

Roglment hiave been {dentificd, along with a few,

- possible local fovce olemonts. This would indlcato,

{n view of the standard 0B for the area, that at least

__onod other full NVA rogiment is in this sector, and '
‘at loast three other reginents within 20 niles,

24, Althowgh tho COmnudists are prohably in-
‘gapable, in the immediato future, at least, of again
“mounting a coordinated atiack againcst 8o many targeis

ag in the past four days, thoy do appear to have
. q.i -
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*thoe necessary punch in reservo to keep up heavy pros-

- considerable period. Prospectis for guch cnemy pres- -

“aroa of westorn Quang Tri Provinco remains siatic,

~ o pttack Surfng tho night.  -Adcording tof§

" Kho Sanh offensive will begin on 3 February ¥
Yarlillovy, tanks, pnd twice s many troops.',
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surce on seloctod somi-urban and uarban arecas for a

-

sUre Kppear good.
25, Khe Sanh: The situation in the Fie Sanh

The US Marino garrisoh thero reccived &

a prisoner, however, tho socond ptiage ‘of ,
ith
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