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. HIGHLIGHTS

Units of the 3rd North Vietnamese Division
have lost almost 500 killed in six days of heavy
fighting in Binh Dinh Province.

I. The Military Situation in South Vietnam:
US and South Vietnamese troops report killing nearly
500 enemy soldiers in Binh Dinh Province in six
days of fighting (Paras. 1-5). US Marines killed
54 North Vietnamese in a day-long battle on 11
December just south of the Demilitarized Zone.
(Paras. 6-8). Some Communist main force units
in northwestern III Corps are apparently avoiding
contact with allied forces (Paras. 9-14).

II. Political Developments in South Vietnam:
The Senate has issued a statement denouncing the
National Liberation Front (Paras. 1-2).

III. North Vietnamese Military Developments:
There is nothing of significance to report.

IV. Other Communist Military Developments:
There is nothing of significance to report.

V. Communist Political Developments: Hanoi
has sharply denounced US efforts to bring the Viet-
nam problem before the United Nations (Paras. i-3).
Seven Spanish veterans of the French Foreign Legion
who remained- in North Vietnam after the Indochina
War have recently returned to Spain (Paras. 4-7).

VI. Other Major Developments: Foreign shipping
to North Vietnam in November was lower than the
monthly average for the first six months of 1967
(Paras. 1-5). A
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T. THE MILITARY SITUATION IN SOUTH VIETNAM

1. Troops of the lst Air Cavalry Division and
South Vietnamese infantrymen reported on 11 December
that they had killed nearly 500 enemy soldiers in six
days of fighting in the Bong Son plains of northern
Binh Dinh Province. '

2. The US troops reportedly were responsible
for 304 enemy dead. South Vietnamese forces state
that they killed 167 enemy. The allies captured 11
crew-served and 48 individual weapons.

3, American losses were 33 dead and 197 wounded;
gouth Vietnamese losses were 30 dead and 71 wounded.
After-action reports indicate that the comparatively
light allied casualties were the result of a maximum
‘use of artillery, air strikes, and helicopter gun-
ships.

4. 1In its early stages the action in Bong Son
was characterized by coordinated sweeps by US and
South Vietnamese battalions which resulted in a nearly
complete encirclement of a battalion of the 22nd
Regiment, North Vietnamese 3rd Division. Heavy air
and artillery strikes were directed on the enemy posi-
tions. On 9 December South Vietnamese forces sweeping
the battle area engaged gseveral isolated platoon-
size enemy units. The following day the focus of the
action shifted to a nearby fortified enemy hamlet.

US troops made repeated attempts to overrun the complex
during the day, but failed. After a night of air and
artillery bombardment, however, the USs forces took

the hamlet early on 11 December.

5. The 22nd Regiment recently moved into the
rice-rich Bong Son area from the An Lao Valley.
This unit, along with the other regiments of the
North Vietnamese 3rd Division, has been among the

most resilient in South Vietnam. The. target of
massive allied operations in 1966--MASHER/WHITE
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