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THT WINTERM-SPRING OFFENSIVE - A BI GAMBLE? N 5
o
RECENT ENEDY COMBAT ACTzoub, THE MOVENZNT OF POSS IBLY i
TWC ADDITIONAL DIVISIONS FROM 20 EH VIETNAM, AND SEVERA E;b,rs : 3

AND DOCUMENTS CON2INE

OF EVIDENCE
YO INDICATE THAT THE VC/NVA ARE UNDERTAKING somsTHiMG VERY

)

: L N _
MUCH LIKE AN ALL-OUT PUCH DURING THE 19\37-1968 WI‘JTF}'\-KI"‘I

OFFENSIVE. ON THE FACE OF IT, THIS SEEMS A #aD THING TG DO,
AVD IT FLIES RIGHT IN THE FACE OF THE DICTA OF THE GIAP aRTICLES

OF CHLY THREE MONTHS AGO ABOUT CONSERVING FORCES FOR A PROTRACTED

WAR. |
WHAT IS THE ENEMY UP TO AND WHAT POSSIBLE REASONS ARE
THCRE FOR HIS ODD BEHAVIOR? OUR VIEWS ARE NECESSAR ILY SP"Cu—
LATIVE; WE OFFER THE FOLLOWING AS A "THINK PIZCE.”
STRANGE ACTIONS - -

| THE ENEMY'S STUBBORN PROLONGATION OF THE BATTLES OF LOC
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SCALE,THR0uGH0UT-SOUTH'VIETNAM,'THIS_;s_RzFLEQTED NOT SO MucH !

OF U“C““iMG CAMPAIGNS, BUT THIS TIME THERE ARE DIrrE“_: ES,
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NINH AND DIK TO IN THE FACE OF HEAVY LOSSES (AND AN EYTPE?ELY' b
CHFAVOSLE CASUALTY RATIO AT LOC NINH) LNDICATER-A NEW WILL- R
L | - | T

THGYESSTO MAINTAIN SUSTAIWED CONBAT WITH LARGE FRIENDLY FORCES

QUTSISE THT DMZ AREA. ATA THE SAME TIME, ENEMY FORCES HAVE Q
DISPLAYED A MARKED INCREASE 1IN AGGRESSIVEWESS ON.A SMALLER - L %

IN THE NGMBER OF INCIDENTS AS IN THEIR SIZE AND INTENSITY. L k

NOW IS THE TINE.
PR ISONIRS TAKEN AT LOC NINH SAY THEY HAD BEEN INDOCTRI- - a

T T e T

T —

NAT ED BEFORE THE BATTLE 10 MAKE A HEROIC DO-OR ~-DIE hFrOQT 10
ZSTROY A WAJOR FR I”NDLY UNIT., THIS IS IN LINE WITH STATEﬂV”LS

PRISONERS AMD DEFECTORS THAT AN'ALL-OUL EFFORT I3 TO

S
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b
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BE nADE‘:m va WINTER-SPRING OFFENSIVE. TO BE SURE, IT IS
ANDARD P°AC ICE FOR VC INDOCTRINATIONS.TO STRESS THE IPORTANCE

THERT IS a "THIS-IS-IT" TOMXE, AND THERE ARE 1MPLIC ATzowa~~.vzm=§»
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A QIGN IS THE GREAT FINAL EFFORT THAT WILL BRING VICTORY FOR

*wI:RRL 10y REPORTS AND DOCUMENTS SPEAK OF IT° "HISTORIC
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SIGNIF ICANCE" AND "DECISIVE™ NA;URE. TRAIVIV ATER AL CAPTURE

IN LONG AM P“O”IW cE, DATED“17 OCTOBEn 1967, SAY% TH%T THC YEAR

L.-’
1867-1968 WILL CONCLUDE THE REVOLUTIOM IN SOUTH VIET(‘]A-"1 A
22 OCTuBLR REPORT OF THE VC Ba BIEN PROV INCE FORWARD SUPPLY
COUNCIL SAYS: "Iy THE DISCUSSION OF OUR OVERALL FAVORABLET
SITUATION, OUR CGHRADEJ CONFIDENTLY REALIZED THAT WE HaVE
SUFFICfﬂT CAPABILITIES TO CPUDH TH“ UMITED STATES IMPLRIALIST
AGRESSIVE SC”FﬂL AND WIN bOﬂPLVTE VICTORY IN THE 1957 196° ’

RING PERIOD.” OTHER
e LbS PAT 250UT
aey

=-?Rom131ns-ca PLET“ VICTORY AS AN .IMMEDIATE. ACHIEVMENT OF *wf
| cuaézwt'b MPAI1GN, BUT THEY CONSISTENTLY SPEAK OF T%Is ”INTnP-
SPRING Esfﬁgsiégfg. AN. UNDATED COMMUNIQUE. OF THE CEMKRAL
TRUMPﬂ"BO PEOPLE’S LIBERATION FRONT CAPTURED ON 12 NCVEMBER
CONTAIYS EIGHT ARTICLES GOVERNING BLHAVIOR DURING THE FIRST
DAYS Or THE "LIBLFATIOV“ OF TOWNS ANZ CITIES. '
A Vu P‘ATOON LEA@TVR AND TFCHNICIAN WHO RALLILD IN LOHNG
AN PhOV NMCE ON 28 SEPTVﬂBER SAYS THAT IN THIR SEPTEMBFR
INDOCTRINAT IGY COURSE HE AND ‘HIS FELLOW CADRES AND SOLDIERS
WERE TGLD THAT THEY WOULD ACHIEVE "ULTIMATE VICTORY" DURING
THE wzxrza.spﬁzns CAMPAIGN. HE SAID THAT THIS WAS THE FIRET
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ZCISIVE VICTORY” AND THE LAST BIG ST

V1”TOR.,' WHICK MEANS UNIFICATION OF ALL VIETNAM UNDER /4 M

.PAGE'4 SATGON

EP BEFORE -THE "COMPLETE
[

' CPENLY cowmuﬁzsr REGIME.

THE THIRD FACTOR MmAY SLEM ON THE SURFA £ TO BE CONTRA*
DICTORY T0 T AE OLhLRS BUT IT IS NOT. THE COMMUNIST VIETPAﬂEaE

?
Y
NORTH A6D SOUTH, ARE HURTING BADLY FROM THE ACCUNMULATED DRAIH
o -?T 2ar7 T

CF THZ PAST TWQ YEARS. THEY ARE LOSING HEALTHY YOUNG MEN AT THE -

RATE CF ASCUT 189 925 A YEAR FRGW THEIR POPULATION BASE OF
ASOUT 22 MILLION; THEY FACE THE LOSS OF A GENERATIQN. THE -

ECONOMIC AND PSYCHOLGGICAL DRAIN IS ALSO SEVERE.

"THE COMMUNIST LEADERS MAY THEREFORE QUESTION WHETHER
THEY CAN SUSTAIN PRESENT LEVELS d? ACTIVITY EVEN FOR ONE OR
TWO MCRE YEARS, LET ALONG THE 5, 10, OR 20 YEARS OF THEIR

'-P?ODAP \DA DOQSLS. THEY HAVE TWO ALTERNATIVLS TACITLY TO

AT

ADMIT WLAKNVSS AND REDUCE T”E LEVEL OF ACTIVITY, RISKING THL_
. R
GN RAlION OF & R”VE‘SE NOMENTUﬁ, A COLLAPSE OF MOF.LE, AND

-3
o
[+
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&3}
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RLAON OF ALL BUT THE HARD CORE; OR TO USE THEIR STILL

"7
o
U
3=
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I

BLE ASSETS BOLDLY IN A FIERCE‘ATTACK THAT WILL GIVE THE
IMPRESSION OF GREAT STRENGTH AND POSSIBLY W [N THEM A PARTIAL

VICTORY (“DE IVE VICTORY™, IN THEIR TERMS) WHICH WILL EWND

. _“;;;W";“«HLWWWHHNML.,gwgm
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rg 5 ON S‘E/D/ﬂ/E/;’SECiI'OF“II

T%E DRAIN N . ThEIR RESQURCES AND PUT THLM IN A POSITION TO GAIN
f‘lHEIR MAXIMUM OBuLleVES WITHIN A REASONABLE PERIOD OF TIME.

THEY APPEAR TO HAVE CHOSEN THE LATTER COURSE.

IN SUM, THE ENEMY APFEARS TO BELIEVE HE HAS THE CAPABILITY |
OF FORCING US IN THE NEXT FEW MONTHS TO PULL OUT OF VIETNAM AND

l‘LEAVE THE COUNTRY UNDERHA . COALITION GOVERNMENT DOMINATED,~.

-DCRHAPS CubEnnga BY THE COMMUNISTS. HE HAS LAUNCHED AN ALL~ OUL

- WINTER~SPRING CAMPAIGN ON THIS BASIS“AND HAS WHIPPED UP A LAST ‘
VlGRVAT BPRSL OF ENTHUSTASH AﬂOVG HIS ACTIONS TESTIFY THAT HE BE;IEVLS

. HIS WORGS,

HAUING 541D T} S, LET-US HASTEN TO STR:SG THAT OUR Vv iEW

'Or TEE PQOSPECTS Is QUIJt DIrFERENT FROW THL ENEMY Se WE

BELIEVE HE HAS DRASTICALLY {1ISREAD THE SITUATION, ESPECIALLY IN
REGARD TO WMILITARY CAPABILITIES. IF HE CONTINUES H1S FLANNED - ’
OFFENSIVE, HE WILL CAUSE US SOME PAINFUL LOSSES, BUT HIS LossEs |

.WILL BE STAGGERING. THE MASSING OF ENLARGED FORCES PLAYS T0

CUR GREAT ADVANTAGE N FIREPOWER ESPECIALLY AIR POWERu HE

HAS TAXZN A SAMELE THAI is ALMOST CERTAIN T0 rAIL AND THAT
F

I
]

LURE WILL HAVE A LRUSHINu EFFECT ON HIS FORCES° BEFORE THE

- TERM OF fhE WINTER-SPRING OFFENSIVE IS FINLSHEDQ HE WILL
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PROBABLY RECOGNIZE HI5 “RROR ‘AND BE FACED WITH A DECI.:ION WHETHER
TO C_UT HIS LOSSES BY "ACKING 'DOWN, WITH ALL THAT WOULD U‘JTAA..-,
Ok, TO PLAY OUT THE GAME REGARDLESS OF ThE CONSEQULNCES,

| IN EITHER CASE* THE ENEMY WILL KAVE PUT HIMSELF IN AN
U-\‘l“"t\‘;\m £ POSITICN, AND A'\I AGRESSIVE CAMPAIL;N TO EXPLOIT THIS

:SHOULD PAY OFF HANDSGMELY.
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