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<<*"1"*The Communist offensive continues to maintain 
considerable momentum in some urban areas and against 
80m0 allied n111ii1€i1‘y__illstnllationfiw Enemy forces 
are atill resisting allied efforts to drive them out- 

: of many provincial capitals, and have launched sev- 
.Bra1 new attacks in the III and IV Corps areas. 

‘ Saigon was relatively quiet during the night, but 
Z there were some indications that new_enemy_initia- 
tives_m&y Soon be staged th0re;"l”"”"”“""* 

i§_§brps 

1. The situationJchroughout this are-a;was gen-@ 0 

_orn11y quiet on the night; oi 2-3 February; however, 0 

the fighting in Hue iswcontinuing with the cnony still 
offering stiff resistance in their,oi”Icrts to hold 
several strcngpoin€s in the city. 

2. Hue: Th0_nenlhern portion oi the citadel 
and parts53T the city itself are still under enemy * 

control. Several of"tl\é”E6inpciind are-as within the 
citadel exchanged hancl€1ate "$*estcrday.0 Reports of 
sizeablo enemy units in tho city's environs continua. 
One prison-ea‘ claimed that 243 battalions xvere massing * 

* ~ cn- the southern side cf the nivorcwhich divides the 
cities, and that their mission was to attack the MASV 
compound. Other prisoners have stated the enemy 
plans to hold Hue tcrililllleasl; sevendays. Heavy 
enemy sniper activity Iron rooftops and other stratoglca 
locations continues 1.0 hamper the allied reaction 

_ _ _ ',_,,0__0 tomes which have been making slow progress in clear; 0 0 0 0 

_0
'

~ 

(
_ 

lng the city. 81>; SouthV1etnanes'e00Ax-my battalions, 
W5 tanger battalion, a tank company, plus two mm 5 Ma 

___ _
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battalions of the US lst Air Cavalry Division and two US 
Marine battalions are now committed to reoovering the cit y. 

8. DMZ: The allied strongpoint at Con Thien (: 
was hit 6?”73 rounds of enemy artillery fire, while 

_ and nearby US Marine positions received $5 rounds 
. of artillery and-rocket tire late yesterday. There ‘ 

been no reports of enemy activity at Khe Sanh; 
e however, e press ropovt claims 650 rounds of artillery, 

" e‘rocket, and mortar fire wereJdirected at allied posi- 
tions all along_the southern portion of the DMZ on ' 

,~,8 February;
' 

II Cor sD 
4." Fighting continued in two provincial capita1s~— eenbalat and Phan Thiet--ifi”€ontra1*South*V10tnam on 3 

February., Although the enemy presence in or near the 
,, western highland cities of Kontnn, P1eihu,¢and Ban Me 

_w Thuot-remains considerable, these cities were gen- 
,”_”ernl1y qnioteovernight and the Communists may now, 

in leek, be withdrawing under strong allied pressuro-e 

_ _ 5. Dalhti" Early_this_mQxning,"nn@ynknown aize"‘"*""""""""— * 

1." force scriefiz the railroad station, two us r>111ecse, *

k 

ll South Vietnamese Army outpost," and. A sector head-e-"‘"”"* 
""""" " 

quarters in a brief l5lninnte attack. No 
have been reported;_ Sonth;Viotnem9$Q forces are 

~ presently establishing control of the city. 
A 6. Qnen Thiete Sharp fighting which began 

n65E“W5§*féported continuing in this coastal 
_ _ u city this morning. The bulk of the battle is con- 

oontrated in north and northeast sections of the city 
_e in ihe vicinity oi the MACV compound, which is still 

- secured by friendly foroes;,eeieie WHefl;m 

, _ 
" Soigon -

- 

i e 7. ,Saigon was relatively quiet during the night 
~», he ‘and this morning with only a few scattered clashes. 

lone o 8; some reports state that groups of Viet Cong 
have been sighted withdrawing fvom the city. Other 
reports raise the possibility of widespread renewed 
nfitaeks, Prisoners End captured documents indicate 
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that the notion so far ‘may have been aimed at creat- 
ing turmoil in preparation for another attack. Some 
25 to 30 Viot Cong battalions are said to be staging 0 

in mgoas north and south of khe o1ty.~—~~ e— ~ 

I, 5'6) J Q6’ 

9.*he1: Q! Ewe Poev@.ls>g1u.@1\t§oW__W 
0 ' 10. Two prov1\\e1e1*fi§£t-K191 X\”i§ii”LW”fandoPhuoc 

Le, came under attack during the night. By noon on 
-3 February, however, most provinces in the III Corps 

- area reporzted that the militaryesituatlon had sta- 
bllized. 0

- 

0 - 11.e §ggn Loo: Xuan Locgwaseassaultedffor the 
0 consecutive n1gh§lMwAu;ARYX;§ggillegy¢positione 

was hit by rocket five; ground:pv6be§“W6?é‘d1reo€ed_ee_, 
, at the MACV compound, the National Police Station, 
and other points in the city. were few de- 
tails on casualties. ' 

- 12-0 Phm be: T£1e'_@;e1>o1iel;¢i;12hi\§¢§IS‘i\v Pm- oinoo east of Gaigbn was attacked on L February and" ** ' 

at last report late oh 2 February (local Vietnam t1me),o 
‘parts oi the city were still occupied by a Viot Cong 
company. Heavy fighting was~x*epo_rted,* but jhe only 

- he confirmed casualties haveebeen one US civilian and one Australian killed. 0 * 0
' 

13. B1onZfloa:o Betifieeeejoi civilian refugees Q) Q9 
0 

in the ‘_ ‘fit ( 
_ 'In(ornat1pn rom risonorindienteflet Q 

0 
Force efia .1 1 of the 

_

- 

0 Viet Cong Division pargicygated 13; o_.1;he aj;tec1;_s on Die; 
oa‘. The pr1sox\ers’»i!1‘q,£§¢&§§ft,h6y Mad n0f!l1‘Ihflriv?!1f' 

0 71 Q80 they were toldethat it would be easyato overrun _ * " 
_;"q_Mou;y. 
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Otheraéotion 
14. In other recent notion in III Corps US 

0_Army troops reported a sharp clash with an enemy _ 

_ force oi undetermined size about five miles north- 
- east of Saigon, while Viet Cong gunners attacked 

"the US Army base at Cu Chi tor tho third time 
within n week on 2 February. Some 1Q0,r°Hnd$ Of 

h~~ mortar and heavy robkot tire hit the camp. US 
losses were light. 1

' 

Wj 
- - - 

'

7 

1;;1"; ;_;';_;1_______i:;;1'_;_____ 5 H ‘ _ a ‘ _ ‘ Q‘ a ‘ ~ —h 1 . Repozts indie to that there wis slacken 
' ing off or fighting in geyoral previously hard hit *** 

0 

- provinces in thié area during the night or 2-3 February. 
. Heavy notion is still going on in 50m? sectérs, how- 
t.W ovor, and many major cities are still éinéfiencing 

H Sniper and harassing £ire.”””*””"W*00* ""” 
it 16. Ben'T0é?""Soneifofiiiithoihcaiviiiest iichiiine in "0 

” ”" the delta Ens continued over the past*thvee days in 
-1 this provincial capital, located some 43 miles s0uth§;fl;0__Wi____ _ 

o£'Saigon,§ Viet Cong forces, estimated to be 200¢*0 
0 800 strong, have infiltrated virtua11y*a1i parts'oi 

*0 the city and control most of it, esneciniiy at night. 
_ 

Hora than half of the buildings in the city have *o"**4* z 
been destroyed. , V 

0 
17. The ARVN Regiment defending Ben Tre is 

_ _tWW_reportea1y fighting "tenaci0us1y{ but rather in8ff¢0i**"""“' 
" * * 

tively because oi a lack of "planning and*organiza- to 

tiont" Ono US Army unit has already arrived in the 
city and must oi the 2nd Brigade of the US 0th In-* 
fantry Division was scheduled to arrivq during the 
night. 

t

‘ 

W Chan Phn;Z,ChaufiPhu,mgfiptovinginl:Qflpiffil 
"" near the Cambodian border 115 miles due wont oi Saigon, 

0 was reported almost completely seburo this morning. 
An ARVN aonreh and destroy operation is sweeping the 

*»h0ntskirts or the city:"'Unconfivmod estimates list 
77 Viot Cong ki1ied*Knd eight captured. 0SonO 100 

, civilians have been wounded and it is ostimaten that 
the fighting against at least two Viet Cong battalions 

_ _ 0~i,in the oity over the past £00 days destroyed the homes 
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oi up to 4,000 people; * ”” "0" 
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Gfiifl édfirrflit the M; 
H s iauhchee w1th considerable ideological prepara— 
tions but without the thorough tactical rehearsals 
which traditionally preceed Viet Cong attacks. He _ 

n1d,;hat he tiret learned of the Tet ottenuive abeut 
. %”5.§§MkI;-$>1*1or to the Chan Phu atpnck. ~ 

20. hyiet Cong main force units, abcording to Rho prisonm-, were given the responsibility of ' 

"liberating" provincial capitals, whereas d1s€r1ct 
tqpqes and guerrillas were responsible for_se1z1ng 
their respective district seats. 1§§_c1a1ms fihat the 
ffoyce which attached Chau Phu city hcluded ten party 

who were to constitute the city front which 
was to organize a provisional govefinment, fho prisoner - 

* irst-heard tho term coalition government about six 
_ 

nths ago, but had never heard.1t bvought-into tormal 
_ 
rty proceod1uga_gpti1f€he biléfiifigs for the Tet 

perationg T 
"

h 

21. Zlf these $tatem9nts_flQWPEOviQ9_§p accurate 7 

retlootion of current Viét"Cong?stpqt§gyl_}he Commu- 
nists have indeed decided to"expend a great part of 
their rasources in the Tet*of£ens1vo;” ””*¢ 

Qtm>g', Delia WA ¢_!=_1,q1; H _ W; i 

22. mortar and small arms flre_con1@W,@hfl_,”W,@, i 

tihues within or on the outskirtafof several prov— ~* —~~ 

tucial capitals--inclflding Cflh Tho; My Tho; Moe Hon, 
Vtnh Long; and Bach of other 1 

Bmaller towns. At ca Man a Viet Cong assault was 
repulsed during the night of 1-2"Pebiua:y but fuyther 
attacks were expected. * 
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23. There-are indications of coneiderable eon- 
fueion and indecision within the Saigon government 

- in the wake of the current Communist offensive, 

_ ,,,Hdicntes that Prime Minister Loo hes.€eken§no on tia- 
tive toward restoring public confidence in the gov- 

” ,, ernment's ability to act effectively. Loo, who was 
* * M> *descrlbefl as "bewildered" when the enemy B€tH0k5 

_ 
-first erupied,Ihas since rejected suggestions-that 

*=>~ eihe not to strengthen health, postal, information 
and emergency relief Services and that he try to en- 

We ,,_ list active support in ihe crisis from labor, 
Buddhist, intellectual and other group§.’ L0c‘5 at- 
tiiude reperiedlyis that civilians can do nothing 

_ 

0 until-the military have restored some normality to

; 

f the eiiuntion. -
0 

- - , \.1€*1@ 
" that the_,w*=rnment has -een*ea e o 'uncti0n "rea- no 0. 0 

~ - sonebly hell," although there has been a noticeable 
leek of eoereination; pnriieularlijthfengh ooniliotinge 

! - 
_ 

orders to oivil servants about reporting tor work 
during the curfew. This source claims that President 0 

Thieu is new beginnlflg to turn"his attention to the 
pressing political and psychological aspepts of the 
crisis. Thieu reportedly met on 2 February with Loc,W,_m _ 
Vice PresidenteKy, and senior cabinet, Armed forces, 
and National Assembly officers to discuss urgent £ood*’—e** 
and medical needs, and to arrange for a public pledge, 
of support from assembly lenders. ‘

E 

26; The source ieels, however, that tho people*eee* 
oi Saigon are edgy and susceptible to rumors and thafi 
not enough has yet been done to reassure them. He 
tears that, if the Viet ceng are not oleeued out oi 
the city within 48 hours, public morale will further 
deteriorate, supplies may run out, and 811106 ¥r0QP 
fatigue may force resort to increased bombing and 

0 
strafing with counterproductive effects on the popula- 
tion. _ 

0 

27, Overall information on popular reactions 
00* to ihe crisis is still relatively sparse--particularly 0 

0”” tor areas outside Saigon. From the evidence available, 
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however, it still appears, as earlier roportefi, that 
the general reaction is one £1rst:0 of fear, second: 
of surprise at the demonstration of continued Commu— 
nist strength and, third: of disgruhtlemeut at.tne 
government's inability to bloek the attaeks. 

28. There are numevous reports of belie! in a 
widespread rumor that the US connived with the VQ in 
the attacks in order to force formation of a coalition 
government. while the enemy is doubtless pushing this 
line as part oi the psywar side of his currant offen- 
give, fine widespread willingness to believe the story 
is significant, since it seemingly indicates a growing 
politiqal malaise among the people over th0 war.
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