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SELECTED WORLD REACTIONS TO
THE PRESIDENT'S 31 MARCH ANNOUNCEMENTS

North Vietnam: The Vietnamese News Agency in Hanoi on

3 April sent a service message to Moscow asking its repre-
sentative there to "send home promptly the text of Johnson's
speech both in English and French by air. You do not have
to send it by cable. Make sure to‘cable home fully and

promptly reactions of world public opinion on this speech."

Soviet Union: Soviet Premier Kosygin, speaking in Tehran,

said the time has come for the US to understand the only
way it can escape from Vietnam is to "cease its aggression.”
In Paris, Soviet Ambassador Zorin said, "The Americans

are still bombing North Vietném; they've just picked dif-

ferent target areas.”

United Nations: Delegates from India, Nepal, and the United

Kingdom, Canada, Malaysia, Pakistan, Denmark and Japan ex-
pressed surprise and disappointment at reports of air strikes
over 200 miles north of the demilitarized zone. They wonder-
ed whether this was a departure from what they understood the
President said about the bombing reduction. Eastern European
newsmen and members of the Soviet, Hungarian and Bulgarian
delegations said the air attacks not only made unlikely a
positive reaction from North Vietnam but also provided grounds

for a negative reaction.
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Communist China: According to Radio Press, a Japanese

agency which monitors Chinese broadcasts, Peking Radio on
3 April quoted from the editorial in the North Vietnamese

army newspaper Quan Doi Nhan Dan. Japanese newsmen based

in Peking said on 2 April that Chinese newspapers and radio

stations had not reported President Johnson's announcement.

Japan: The newspaper Nishi Nippon Shinbun described the

President's announcement as a desirable step toward peace
but said it. meant the US was yielding ground. The newspaper
also foresaw a major change in US Asian policy in the direc-—
tion of weakening its commitment, predicted widespread un-
easiness among the neighbors of Vietnam, and concluded that

Japan must reappraise its role in Asia.

Thailand: The Bangkok World, in a report on a Thai Cabinet
meeting of 2 April, said Prime Minister Kittikhachon told
his ministers he believed the US President genuinely desired
peace in Vietnam. High Thai>military officers, meanwhile,
were reported "surprised" at the bombing reduction order.
They felt that the Communists merely took advantage of such

American concessions in the past.
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' South Korea: Seoul Hapdong reported that President Pak

Chong-hui plans to hold an extraordinary strategy meeting
regarding Vietnam. The newspaper quoted goVernment sources

as saying the bombing reduction was shocking, and it described
the government position as favoring~continued bombing ﬁhtil

the Communists show sincerely they want -to end the war.

Hong Kong: An editorial in the South China Morning Post

speculated that many in Southeast Asia "will view this as
the first step in an ultimate American withdrawal from the
Asian mainlgﬁd." The Hong Kong Standard editor asked: '
"Does America want to get out at any cost, or is this merely
a move by Johnson to try to show the world that the North

Vietnamese do not really want peace?"

Australia: Former Prime Minister Sir Robert Menzies said
he thought President Johnson "has been wickedly misrepresent-
ed" in the Vietnam War controversy "but throughout all this

has demonstrated his clear and unselfish patriotism."

New Zealand: The Southeast Asia Treaty Organization council

of ministers, in a communigue on 3 April, called the Presi-
dent's decision "bold and generous." The council said the
pause is an opportunity of critical importance for the open-

- = 1ing of negotiations to end the war. Several newspaper edit-
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orials praised the President's self-sacrificing determination
to find peace in Vietnam and agreed that the onus is now

on Hanoi.

Indonesia: Newspapérs welcomed the bombing reduction.
Nusantara said it offers North Vietnam an opportunity to
take a peace move without losing face. The armed forces’

newspaper Angkata Bersendajat speculated that Vietnam might

be united under a Tito-type Communist regime.

India: Deputy Prime Minister Morarji Desai said he welcomed
President Johnson's decision. "The other people- (North

Vietnam) will be put to the test,” he said.

The Philippines: A government spokesman said the shift of

US policy may have ultimate bearing on the traditional

"American presence" in Asia.

M
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WESTERN EUROPE

UK: Vietnam remains the main topic in the press, with the
Times, the Guardian,'and the Sun expressing reservations and
misgivings that the bombingilimitation is "less dramatic"
than initially imagined. The Telegraph, on the other hand,
notes that continuation of bombing "deep into North Vietnam"
restobes confidence that the President's offer was not made

in preparation for "an American retreat from Vietnam."

West Germany: Media reflect a widespread awareness that

the President's speech represents a momentous development,
the consequences of which are: not immediately discernible.
There has not yet been enough time for any serious analysis

to develop.

Italy: Press reaction has been overwhelmingly favorable,
except for Communist journals. The Chriétian Democratic
organ, Il Popolo, headlined its editorial "The'Voice of
Reason," the independent but conservative Stampa said,
"Now it's Hanoi's turn." In general, editorials tended

to slur over any distinction between partial reduction and

complete suspension of bombing.
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Austria: FBIS has picked up an official government broad-
cast that the government has taken note of The President's
declaration "with great interest" and hopes that this step

will lead to "prompt, concrete talks."
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

Chile: The initial favorable response to the President's
declaration on the bombing pause'is rapidly being dis-
sipated by a realization of its limitations. On the after-
noon of 2 April, taﬁloids La Tarde (Christian Democratic)

and Ultima Hora ({(Socialist) both carried banner headlines:

.

"Bombardments Continue," noting Hanoi's claim that "LBJ

deceives world."

Brazil: According to the embassy, press coverage has been
heavy--"extraordinary"” in the northeast area--and generally
favorable. A recurrent theme is the "importance of the
(changed) US attitude," together with ei%her hope or skep-
ticism as to the resultant effect in Hanoi and Moscow.
Stories, especially in thé northeast, lean heavily -on gen-
erally favorable comments by officials and notables. There
is a wide spectrum of reaction to The President's decision
not to run, and apparently little pafticular notice of the

limitations of the bombing pause.

Mexico: The President's speech dominates all media. Ac-
cording to incomplete initial reports, with reaction to the
bombing pause favorable and a mixed response to his withdrawal

of candidacy.
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Panama: FBIS has picked up a national television station
comment praising The President's withdrawal of candidacy

as "a tremendous example of greatness and public responsi-
bility," and the "suspension of the air raids" as opening

"the way for...peace negotiations.” .= - - S

Elsewhere in Latin America: The embassy in San Salvador

notes that local news media are slow reacting, which seems
to sum up the scattering of reports received so far from
Central America, the Caribbean area, and smaller countries
in South Amgrica. Such reports as are available as of

5:00 AM, 3 April, suggest that public response has been

a mixture of surprise, curiousity, and general sympathy for
the President's objectives. Many reactions have focused
more on US domestic political aspects-and the possible local

effect.

Canada: Two French-language newspapers reacted editorially
on 3 April. TLe Devoir notes "that The President's decision
to withdraw "gives more importance to the bombing pause,"
but warns that "immediate peace should not be expected."

The tabloid Montreal Matin calls the P;esident's dual decla-
ration a "gesture for which the entire world has long been
waiting," and concludes that the "important thing is that

the good will of America was affirmed in striking manner.”
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: <sz7> A szssron or THE counch or THE MI

SEATO -BLOC .OPENED IN WELLINGTON, NEV zEALA:oLI¥3§ZY?G$g§s$§XEE A
gggggRTgﬁ FOREIGN MINISTERS OF:THE MEMBER COUNTRIES OF THIS BLOG .-~ .. -
CONFE RED BEKIND CLOSED DOORS. ACCORDING TO AN AP CORRESPONDENT .“="“

. EFERS.TO. VELL-INFORMED souacss,%rnz-nAIN IOPIC DISCUSSED i
BY_TH; MINISTERS ¥AS THE VIEINAM wAR. Fou

u*THE UNITED srarzs, OUR OBSERVER Ndfﬁs '
PRESENT CONFERENCE ABOVE ALL IN ORDER TO'GET 1ITS ALLIES TO INCREASE

., -‘:-..mex . e
soviet—.‘rohmon Ro undup T ,
‘MOSO%W AP - A Radio Moscow oommmtator said 'I.‘ueeday night -
.Presldent Johpson?s-anpounced decision not to - peek re-election
‘wag an ¢ ¢acknowle ment of the Tailwe of his Ioreign and ..
..Jomestlc licles.
" Newns analyst Valentine Zorin decl&red on an’ eveninﬁ 'broadcaet._
the develoﬁnent ghowed tbhat American Xo l1icles have ‘fauffered :
one of the blggest military and, pol tical d.e:feats 1n several ‘
esrge??
?-A‘bOut the aame time Soviet B'emier ‘Alexel KoaYg
esking in Tehran, lran, said the .time has come 20 the United
) n%o und. ers tand the only way 11; can ‘es cape :trom Vietnam
_-»'-_15 to $6cpape 1its aggresslon.’? e
“v " In Paris, goviet Am ssador Valerian Zorin aaid, ¢é7he -
Americans are still bombting North Vietinam, they Ve jmt '
picked different target areape’? , '
The goviet ambasaad%r gpoke to newsmen at the‘aGp/peningwof | new Sl
ess center in a Paris botel. Eren: ~Premier -Georges A
FWMWM4 wune 64T American reportm: ] 1 :
" and gaidl top the tombdbings and everyorm\n\‘ll be hapiye+??. =
zr750pes amr 2 . ’ )
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133 SR, LONIGHT THE
. KoSYSLE VIET PREMIER MEXEI KOSYGIN SAID T 2

HR AN, IR AN ¢ AP) =S50 STTAND THE ONLY wA
TIMENAg dorE FOR THE UNITED STATES TO WIERSIZFecoy w

ME ¢ IS TO YCEASE ITS AGGR
"CAN ESCAPE FROM VIETRID\FT In HIS HOMOR.
¥?{;S:Ygé§r§§xgrxhsmu? 5 g%srmgr}u THE VIEIN gghgﬁ uAT é% Nngﬁ!r‘gﬁ vnmg Q” j
RESIDENT JOMNSON ORIEREDC IRTALLIENT OF BOMBIRER,CH To  JOHNSON'

E SOVIET LEAIER MAIE NO N FOR REELECTION..
MOVE OR 10 THE PRESIIENT'S [ECSION MO T%EI:I FOR ‘HIS VIEUS ON.-

N ASKED BY NEVS
Y TECLINED TO COMMENT MHE Y e v1 :
SON'S TECISIONS. . £STS OF ALL PEACE-LO N

JOHEOSYGIN SAID AT THE BANQUE g,{i}}%éﬁ"-’é’ém TORCES OF WAR sae”
NTS.A

USHI AL AT ION
NATIONS REQUIRES A BONE=CR R o r s
AT SAID *THE POLICY OF IMPERIALLSH PRL

OF INTERNATIONAL CRISES.,
OF LR Rl 5

e IR ITEN VKB NI Y, | .39) o =

T "IF IN VIETNAM THE FOREIGN MILITARY INTERFERENCE CONI'INUES &
“AND IF THOUSANDS UPON THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE ARE WIPED OUT, "ALL 'f'HE
‘RESPONSI BILITY FOR THIS SITUATION RESTS WITH THE IMPERI ALIST :
__CIRCLES WHICH HAVE CREATED THIS WAR AND, WITH THE USE OF ARMAMENTS,
"WANT TO .IEPRIVE THE HKEROIC:NATION OF" VIiTNAM OF ITS RIGHTS TO
“—RESOLVE ITS OWN AFFAIRS WITHOUT OUTSIIE INTERFERENCE,"™ KOSYGIN SAID
e . wTHOSE - WHO AT .THIS TIME THINK OF" FORCING TKEIR UII’.L UPON ANOTHER
ATION ARE - BITTERLY MIST AKEN. rorm ¥-:° PIA R
“:"wDESPITE THE SAVAGE AND LONG WAR THAT CONTINUES IN VIETNAH :
-;ALL THE ENEAVORS OF THOSE WHO INTERFERE.TO ACHIEVE THEIR AIMé e
HAVE FAILED." THE PEOPLE OF VIETNAM ARE FIGHTING FOR THEIR RIGHTS-

- 9NO W THE. TIME:HAS COME FUR THE NSGRESSOR TO UNIIZRSI’AND 'THAT
THE ONLY WAY IT CAN ES%?:E 1S TO. CEASE TKE-AGG‘RESSION I COMMITS"

«,'-'r"TEHRAN--ADD KOSYGIN (147) '
/"KOSYGIN DID NOT MENTION THE.UNITED ST ATES; BY, NAn: BUT THE REI-ER-.-
<ENCE WAS CLEAR, v
.' KOSYGIN SAID THAT IN THE MIDDLE EAST THERE IS A "REAL DANGER OF
.  MILITARY CONFLICT ™ AND IF ISRAEL CONTINUES TO OCCUPY ARAB LANDS
.. »THIS IS BECAUSE THE RULING CLIQUE IN ISRAEL AND THOSE ‘WHO ST AND
;' BEHIND THEM FOLLOW THE POLICY OF IMPERIALISM IN THE MIDDLE EAST "’
.. -HE SAID ISRAEL'S POLICY AMOUNTED TO ®OVER WAR -MONGERING™ AND -
_REPRESENTED AN OPEN CKALLENGE TO THE DECISIONS AND PRINCIPLES OF i%F
“THE UNITED NATIONS, - ° o -
U WIT MUST ' BE ST ATED THAT THE WITHDRAWAL OF ISRAELI "FORCES" FROM ARAB :
"LANDS IS THE ONLY CONDITION FOR SOLVING THE CONFLICT. AT
" "THE NOVEMEER RESOLUTION OF THE UNITED NATIONS AIMS AT THIS
ISRAELI EXPANSIONIST CIRCLES ARE BITIERLY MISTAKEN IF THEY BELIE U
N'F THIS ;:sox.unon,

. THEY ARE CAPABLE OF EVADING m: xmpx.znznmrm
".m: nzcx.mzn.. .
SRR }:csz;m:s mm. 2
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: ".fstNGAPORE AFP IN ENGLISK 0633 GHT 3 APR 68 B ..

3 (TEXT) DJAKARTA--INDONESIAN PAPERS TODAY VELCOMED PRESIDENT JOHNSOB
DECISIONS NOT TO .RUN FOR THE PRESIDENCY AND TO HALT PARTIALLY THE -0
vBOMBINGS OF NORTR VIETNAM.:?;T+.=. i.vnr,'f AR R 4

VERY EFFORT TO ‘SETTLE  THE VIETNAM VAR SHOULD, BE WELCOMED BY " ALL
EACE-LOVING COUNTRIES, IT SAID. SPECULATING ABOUT THE FUTURE OF -

'TED STATES HASLED- TO PRESIDENT JOHNSON S LATEST MOVE. THESE"
3 ?AMATIC_CHANGES ‘MIGHT,  PERKAPS,..TURN -THE EXISTING ANTIPATH OVARD
; ADDED

"*CHINA 4/2 NX R . ‘ :
0KYO (UPI)--COMNUNIST CHINA BROADCAST A NORTH VIETNAMESE EDITORIAL

sON" PRESIDENT JOHKNSON WEDNESDAY BUT. VITHHELD ANY PEKING COMMENT ON
+THE - LATEST WHITE HOUSE PEACE MOVES.. R

1. %"-RAD 10 PRESS, A" JAPANESE .AGENCY WHICH' MONITORS CHINESE RADIO
BROADCASTS, 'SAID PEXING AS OF MIDMORNING. WEDNESDAY ‘HAD MADE NO-°
‘COMMENT ‘OF"*ITS.OWN ON ‘JOHNSON'S DECISION-NOT TO. RUN AGAIN. OR'H
PARTIAL "HALT OF AMRRI1CAN BOMBING AGAINST NORTH VIETNAM. o :
<17 SAID. PEXKING RADIO, IN A NATIONWIDE BROADCAST® "WEDNESDAY et
MORNING. DID QUOTE FROM AN EDITORIAL. ?UBLISHED IN THE NORTH VIETNANESE
“ARMY NEWSPAPER, QUAN 'DOI NHAN DAN. . %7
A EHE—EBITORiAL*SA%D«JOHNSON‘AWNOUNCED A'CHANGt IN VAR"STRATE&¥~ ;
BYT =" 1S *STILL ‘LOOKING 'FOR WAYS-AND" HEMH-OM}SLEADIN&“BUWNM
ND-DOES: NOT "AGREL- TO S’TWWER %ILW
PINALLX—AND—UNGONDI?&GNAEE¥“’TTT" o EIA
T - JAPANESE NEWSMEN BASED "IN PEKING SAID TUESDAY THAT CHINESE Sl
-vy»NEUSPAPERS AND RADIC STATIONS HAD NOT REPORTED PRESIDENT JOHNSON S n‘,'iy

—' i Approved for Release: 2019/04/17 C00012175
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;FBIS 31 FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

'PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN ON U S POLICY_

ST

A CTEXT) NANILA~-THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT SAID LAST NIGHT THE SHIFT,,;
OF THE - U. S, POLICY "IN VIETNAM AS ANNOUNCED BY PRESIDENT JOHNSON MAY : .-
HAVE ULTINATE BEARING UPON THE.TRADITIONAL 'AHERICAN PRESENCE' IN ASIA

THE GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN SAID THAT PRESIDENT FERDINAND MARCOS VAS
. SEQUENTLY MEETING WITH HIS ‘FOREIGN POLICY.AND SECURITY ADVISERS
.IN ORDER TO' ASSESS THE SHORT- AND LONG-RANGE IMPACT OF WASHINGTON S
'DECISION NOT ONLY ON VIETNAM BUT ON GENERAL ASIAN AFFAIRS. :

“ETHE OFFICIAL BELIEF HERE IS THAT U.S. PRESENGE IN ASIA TS VITAL Y
UNTIL SUCH TINE THAT THE SMALL, DEVELOPING COUNTRIES op. THE REGION -
_CANZSTABILIZE'IHEIR RESPECTIVE . ECONOMIES,  MOST PAR TICULARLY. THROUGH,

VELEO URNE,  AUSTS 5 . SIR ROBERT M:Nzn:s
£ USTRALIA (AP)-FORMER PRIME MINISTER T )
" SALD TODAY Nt ?noucm PREST IENT JOKNSON HAD stz%-lﬁgzxi%gﬂ, e
- MLSREPRE SENTE D® BUT HAD EST ABLI SHED. HINSELF . A! G
oSO, o0 B s mincod T %wzo%ggm
- HICK SENT AUSTR ALIAN FORCES INTO VIETN A MND WHICH CONSISTENTLY ...
" SUPPORTED THE PRESIDENT IN HIS“POLICIE [N THE KoUSe OF nIS
- my oI MORE RECENT TIMES WE KAS ECEN WUNDED IN THE HOUSE OF HI:
FRLENDS. I AT Rt THE HES HE ALTH K AS GLE MLY SOFFRRED. o
KDLy NI SREPRE SENTE 3 BU THROUGHOUT - ALL ‘THIS
'HIS CLEAR_AND UNSELFISH PATRIOTISH, -

pproved for Release: 2019/04/17 C00012175,
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,7g LONDON WORLD SERVIC. IN ENGLISH 0150 GHT 3 APK v c

- cEXCERPIsz y;gz,em 1S ONCE AGAIN THE MAIN TOPIC. THE TIMES SAYS THx
PRESJDENI JOHNSON'S BOMBING PAUSE BEGINS TO LOOK LESS DRAMATIC AND .
N WHAT HE MADE 1T. THE AREA NORTW OF THY DEMILITARIZED .7 .
i ZONE STILL OPEN TGO ATTACK 1S BREATER THAN ANYONE WOULD IMAGINE. THE e A
TIMES ‘ASKS3. .WAS THE BOMBING STOPPED BECAUSE.ITS MILITARY VALUE WAS .- %,
DOUBTED AND NOT AS A CONCESSION TO MEET NORTH VIETNAMESE CONDITIONS FB
PEACE? IF THIS WERE THE REASON, THEN IT WAS NATURAL TO EXTRACT AS MUCH. .
POLITICAL ADVANTAGE AS POSSIBLE FROM THE PAUSE., THIS INTERPRETATION @ .=
MAY BE QUITE UNJUST. THE IDEA MUST HKAVE BEEN THAT WORLD OPINION S
WOULD SEE. THE .GESTURE AS ONE HONOI 'SHOULD NOT IGNORE. THERE .
ARE REASONS OTHER THAN PRIDE, C(AND THE) NORTH VIETNAMESE.MAY
CHOOSE TO IGNORE IT,. NEVERTHELESS, THE GESTURE KAS BEEN MADE.
HANOI SHOULD BEAR IN MIND THE BIB CHANGE IN ‘THE PRESIDENT'S - o
POSITION., HES WITHDRAVAL FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS GIVES HIM
FAR MORE FREEDOM OF ACTION.: THIS TRANSFORMATION OF THE AMERICAN .-°
POLITICAL SCENE OFFERS MANY OPENINGS.IF' THE "NORTH VIEINAMESE ARE
3:DISPOSED. TO EXPLOLT. tuzu.,;S_

ZTHE GUARDIAN ACCEPTS THAT PRESIDENT ' JOHNSON HAS CONSIDERABLY

& .SCALED ﬁoV'“THE'VAF“BuT'T"E"FTTY‘IS“THAT“ITS“IEFKET”SR@U‘D'”T J ?'
¢ BE ALMOST .INMEDTATELY LOST IN BOMBING RAIDS RUCH FURTHER NORILH.
"TRAE“NK?GNE‘EVES‘tﬁﬁtﬁ?ﬁﬁ?‘Tﬁt‘?ﬁESTBEﬁT WOULD HAVE BEEN WISER TO °
UNDERSTLL RATHER THAN OVERSELL HIS CHANGE OF POLICY. IF HANOGI G/ GAVEE;
“SYGNS OF KEEPING ITS INFILTRATION DOWN TO RECENT LEVELS, THE." '
AMERICANS WOULD, ACCORDING TO THE OFFERS THEY PUT ON RECORD, STOP THE
BOMBINGS ALTOGETHER; BUT PSYCHOLOGICALLY THE:PRESIDENT HAS PLAYED
t5u INTO 'THE .HANDS OF: (WORD . INDISTINCT)'IN HANOIﬁwxowDOfNOTSwAN
Z NEGOTIATIONS Nov,+lr AT ALL.u 3

ne THE SUN VRITES THAT IT HOULD BE A TRAGEDY IF THE HEART VARMING o
VALUE OF PRESIDENT JOHNSON'S INITIATIVE IS PUT IN JEOPARDY BECAUSE"
) §GIVENTHE OPPORTUNITY TO DENOUNSE‘TT“AS”(VGRK‘TNBTSTTN@TY.
THE CHANCES OF RUSSIA COOPERATING (FOR A SETTLEMENT)Y WOULD BE:
‘@GREATLY REDUCED. !THE PRESIDENT HAS STAKED EVERYTHING ‘ON THE: s
'(MOVE) FOR PEACE "IN VIETNAM. HE HAS MADE.THE .SACRIFICE OF HIS OWN
~CONTINUANCE 'IN OFFICE., THIS IS NOT THE COMEBACK. OF A MAN WHO DOES °
¥-NOT GENUINELY MEAN WHAT ‘HE SAYS. IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT MR Joxnsou S
\’*NO-BOHBING OFFER‘SHOULD BE STRIchY‘ﬁEFINEU‘INB‘KUHER

Approved for Release: 2019/04/17 COOO12175
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_ AN AFERICAN (RETREA™ ~ FROM VIETNAM, THE PEPERTVRITESY MUCH WILL BE
—BONE T0 REMOVE (WORL INDTSFINCT) AND 1O RESTORL CONFIDENCE ON THE

~___DEMUCRATIC SIDE AND TOU DESTROY ITLOSIONS ON THE COMMUNIST SIDE ABOUT
f‘“‘“TRE’?EET"TRKT“HIAVY‘5TTKCR§‘DN'IHEEDIlT““HItITKRY‘EUEﬁUNI@ATTONs HAVE .
. T \'-.._' ~: .

PRESIDENT . JOHNSON OWES THIS TO THE AMERICAN AND ALLIED TROOPS..
~WHATEVER INTERPRETATIONS MAY HAVE BEEN PUT ON HIS DEESCALATION
~ANNOUNCEMENT, THESE ATTACKS ARE IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS. STATEMENTS

"THAT S0 PERCENT OF THE COUNTRY,. INCLUDING THE MAIN POPULATION . |
CENTERS AND FOOD PRODUCING AREAS, WOULD (BE IMMUNE). NO DOUBT NOU
*"(WORD INDISTINCT) TO HAVE SERVED THE COMMUNIST CAUSE SO WELL BY -

; ‘THE HOGHLY ORGANIZED KARRASSING, HUNTING, AND.C(WORD INDISTINCT) OF
 PRESIDENT JOHNSON WILL CONTINUE THEIR.CAMPAIGN FOR UNCINDITIONAL .
7?AMERICAN SURRENDER. PERHAPS NOVW FAIR-MINDED .PUBLIC OPINION VILL oy
<BE; LESS TOLERANT OF THEIB METHODS AND (VORD INDISTINCT). R

A

,j'““THE COMMUNIST NEWSPAPER THE MORNING STAR HRITES‘ THERE CAN BE

HEN ANNOUNCE THE ESSENTIAL DEESCALATION OF THE MILITARY EFFORT T0

GET TALKS STARTED WILL BE DISAPPOINTED THAT THE BOMBINGS ARE CONTINUIB
- ON SUCH AN EXTENSIVE SCALE. THOSE WHO PAID (WORD INDISTINCTY — ot
; 1ﬁﬁEKHTTTE‘THE"PHEETUENT*B"novE ARE MADE TO LOOK RATHER 'SILLY AND .NO !

VIENNA DOMESTIC SERVICE IN BERHAN 1800 GMT_Z APR 68 A

‘=(TEXT) THE AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT HAS VITH GREAT INTERE
5COGNIZANCE OF THE AMERICAN PRESIDENT'S DECLARATION ON ng TAKEN
‘DISCONTINUATION OF AIR RAIDS ON THE . MAJOR PART OF NORTH VIETNAMESE
TERRITORY, THE AUSTRIAN GOVERNXENT HOPES. THAT THIS STEP WILL <"
}RESULI IN THE CESSATION OF ALL COMBAT ACTIONS AND IN PROMPT, CONCRETE
;TALKS WITH THE AIM OF SETTLING THE VIETNAM :PROBLEM ON THE: BASIS

;OF THE GENEVA AGREEHENTS'QF31954. '

I
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_PANAMA CGNNENTARY oN JuNNSON ,

‘éAPANAMA CITY TELEVISORA NACIQNAL NETWORK IN SPA“ISH 2330 GMT 2 APR 68 P

'STATION COMNENTARY)

, :,-'crzxr> PRESIDENT .JOKNSON HAS GIVEN WIS PEOPLE AND THE WORLD A -
" TREMENDOUS EXAMPLE OF GREATNESS.AND PUBLIC RESPONSIBILITY. AWARE THAT
""HIS' PRESENCE ON .THE POLITICAL SCENE. WOULD CONSTITUTE A DISTURBING - *;
'FACTOR THAT WOULD ENDANGER NOT ONLY THE UNITY OF THE DEMOCRATIC
. PARTY, BUT THE UNITY OF THE NATION ITSELF, PRESIDENT JOHNSON "
. STEPPED OUT.IN AN ACT OF . GREAT GENEROSITY, THUS ENDING 37 YEARS IN
POLITICS.v;rugyn_ i L

i{INTERNATIONALLY, THE DECISION OF PRESIDENT JOHNSON NAY BE
INTERPRETED AS  ADMITTING THE .FAILURE .OF HIS POLICY IN VIETNAM, -
NEVERTHELESS, IT CONVEYS GREAT COURAGE ON HIS PART TO RECOGNIZE HIS o
ERROR, AND OPENS THE WAY FOR A FAVORABLE CLIMATE FOR PEACE NEGOTIATION .
THROUGH KIS ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE SUSPENSION OF. TRE AIR RAIDS.Nﬁ

. .- N Ry
PN . . —

.,
-! '.

NAJTHE ATTITUDE OF PRESIDENT JOHNSON IS. PRAISEVORTHY. HE THUS G¥VES
A LESSON TO THE WORLD BY PLACING HIS COUNTRY "AND HIS PARTY'S . 1" :
IHTERESTS ABOVE HIS PERSONAL INTERESTS, HOUEVER LEGITIMATE THEY MAY{BE

‘*CONVINCED THAT HIS ASPIRATIONS FOR REELECTION COULD PRDVOKE A ,
SCHISM IN THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY AND THAT KIS OWN PRESIDENTIAL e
CANDIDACY DID NOT OFFER. THE BEST ASSURANCES FOR SUCCESS, MR JOHNSON
DISPLAYING A HIGHK SENSE OF KISTORIC RESPONSIBILITY WORTHY' OF- THE."'
5HIGHEST PRAISE, RELINQUISHED HIS DESIRES TO LEAVE THE FIELD OPEN'-

FOR MR LYNDON JOHNSON TO IMPOSE HIS PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDACY AND - = .0 n
- INSIST.ON HIS STRATEGY IN VIETNAM. MR JOHNSON, HOWEVER, IS NEITHER :/ "~
AN. OBSTINATE NOR A SELF-WORSHIPPING MAN DESPERATELY SEEKING POWER. ™ . i

HE :IS INDEED ‘A CONSCIENTIOUS AND RESPONSIBLE "‘STATESMAN WITH A NOBLE .
VOCATION FOR PUBLIC SERVICE WHO THINKS ABOVE ALL OF THE PERMANENCE .
= OF. HIS COUNTRY'S INSTITUTIONS, OF THE FATE OF HIS PARTY, OF THE :..?
:UNITY OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, AND OF THE CAUSE' OF WORLD PEACE,
THOSE ‘ARE THE OBJECTIVES AND PURPOSES TO. UHICH HE :HAS..REND .
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