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I, INTRODUCTION 

On the night cf 29-30 J, ,.nur.ry 1968, during the n:coclc>.inerl truce per-

iod established for the 0.i.'e t holid;-:y se,,son, Vietm,:r:ese Cor:-:nunist units 

delivered a. cievastcLt ing series of e.ttrcks ;,~2ir.st :\llieu governuente.l and 

nilitary targets in ;eopul,,tion centers th:cour-;hout tha /J .Vl: II Cor"s ~rer .• 

The following night, u:qor t .ttr,c::.Cs ~-:e re conr:uctcc. c1g2.inst urb;:in centers 

throughout jouth V5.etncr::, icS the ';:'ct offensive ree.ched pe,k intens ity. 

Miditiom1.l t;-,r0et" '.:ere 3truck on Lr:c nieht of 31 ,Jnnurry-1 r'ch rur,ry. 

continued in so::ie cities 2.tt,~ckcc~ '.iurinf the fi1·st '.·!,,Ve. :-:ov·ever, by th~ 

end of the first wee k of i'ebru,,ry, the 1.'ct of:en.sivc 1::c,s l2r~ely over. 

The origina l ,, t-.'.., c,c:rn of JO c1.:1c. 3 1 J ,m1.1c r ;/ h, c: aeon nri.nc1.rily direc-

teci 2gr,.inst urbv.n cente rs and. civilir:n ;ovcrru.ental tr,rcets. ;~ nu:nt:er .o f 

the best PI.Vii c1.nd VC ut1its had. been uithhck fro:,-. thes e ,,tt<'cks, but re-

mained. near keir .,lliec positio:1s, :ioisecJ to eng;o ,se c'·. llieci re~.ction forces 
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or follow up ·the origim:. l c>.ssaults with a. fresh wE.ve of c>.ttc.cks. On 

February and in the succcedine few days, so:-: ,e of these elerr,ents were cor-.-

mitted as the eneuy soue;ht to "!lress tcdvc.!.ntPces g2ined in the initi2l str.ges 

of the offensive. However, t:ie honed-for ,:;ener ... l u ri~isinc ciid not tcike 

place, and Allied forces re2.cted swif-:-1:r t o :.he initir.l r:Ss?.ults. 1\ con-

siderable portion of the enemy force re::12ined uncor:i.r:1.itted; those P.ttc•.cks 

which did take pla.ce /'.!ftcr the first V:W'{e were r:ene_re.lly u..r1success'ful, 

as Allied forc es ,:ere c•.ble to e.x:lel the ;, tt;tck.ers ;,l;;:ost i'X1ediately i n 

most areas. 

The Vietnancse Cor:,munist vio2-,•.t i on o:f t he t:;-;:.ciitionel lunP.r :;ei·i 

Year pause in host.ilitics wc,s not U..."l f) rc:cer:entcd in ;/ietne::1es c history. 

Tet' against a totr, lly U."J.SUs ~ectinc rn~: 1m:,r e ::r: re r: Chinese ;o rny which hF-d 

poor fighting conciition of the Chinese sokiers, :;cuyen :-!ue 's ,, rr:.y rou-

ted the invaders and drove them frou .:e.noi. :roi.;ever, the Tet offensive 

marked the first t::..:ne th;; t Vietn;:!ese hcJ1 ever c,tt2.cke(!, i.Tie.tn2.rr,ese c:urinc 

the Tet holidays. 

Although cons i derable evid ence :-1oi:-iting to 2.tt,icks c'.urine Tet heJ i 

been avai_lcble in Adv2.nce, the Con:r:.unists r,chieved e neesure of tc1cticP.l 
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s urprise in r::<·.ny 2.re<' 0;, chiefly :.iecE.use of the un:,recedented scope ~nd 

nature of their c.tt2.cks. 

1968, ciiSCUSsecJ the, ':'et. c·.t.t,".C'.·~·, . ~ - - ,~ , UY'lD[; the Ju ,J,?nur,r-y-13 ?e'aru~,.,...., __ ... r " ri· · ' ~ . ,.o oc. 

In describing the SCO'.lC of the .. Y\CU'vl ot~,·P.ns-..1.· VP., t'' . 
k- -· - ne r,2:-:,or,'ncn.m: observoc 

that urban centers were the ~,rincj_:-:ir.l t<.::'[;ets: 

''1" . t . · _ne in ensitv of .,. ,.,,, r·o· ·····uni' 8 -1- r., 0 .. ~.- · · • .,_ -~ ~ ,.,.,, . c- , , " 01 .Lens l v,2 is ref J.ec-
ted in ~he ;~ct t~:nt 39 of South Vietn~1's u~ rirovincic,l ca;;i
~als, p~us 1.,ne au,,onor:,ous cities of D,:'.ri::nc o.nd .:ic1ir,o'i Wr>re ;tt"clrerl 
Ail of ther-. i'rerc suujec:.eci to trt-i,J.c,,,,r ...,n"r: ···or-l·...,~''.~·i·r· -~. '· C -~ • ..., - 1· · . · ...._~ .... ./ < ... •.I. ~Jl JC.J.., ...:. !-~ or rrounr-: 
c:..SSctU v, a.J1Q :,~Ost, of thf~r;-,. \·,re:: ... e h·it "·riTh-i·r +1.---.('.:) f.;.,.,. J_ ~-· ,c

1 

'-' 

It least 35 1· ~ h . . ~ . - ·" -~·· ""c. ·'-" s L, c-.:1ree C:i\;lS • 
' o " esc c.:nit2.J.s ,,nu ti1e two ,,1.,.0""0,ous ci ti "S , 
ohvsicallv 'H'r\r·t.,..., 1·-,, 1 t-..,. , ... . _ . ~ • V •• .... -· -"' ·:ere 
• u - v , , ., ",. , .• c. u, •..,o," ur1ist . r:·'(:"' 10.,..c ~,. - 1 1 · t · lec:."'t 71 di •t , t " -·+v ...•. , ~ ... , ,v . Cu, .1.n t.CC.l ion, c1t 

. "' -S ric Ce-pi_,als 1::erc <'lso r.tttc:.C,Jd ·:ih" f+',-, ~ • ., ~ cllied cit · -
1
~.. . ~ ·• ~- - o_k-n,,ive ,,c1."' 

• •' a. ClVl ..1.,cH Centers Oi :0.uthoritv -:~ ,-..-,11 "S .• , .. _ • 
stallations ,. • h •le ' - .. ,_ • - ".' ':~ ,,,;;, __ c. T:ilJ.ltrry in-

. vUC, c.,s OcSC Cc.,.,:-:,s ?.lr flPl"'' "'nci l ~ ... -1 ~ Cilities. • ••1! ' ' - ,.,,, '. ' c..0[;..1.Sc,lCc. Ia-

.,..1 ';..'.; • .-.~ d ... ... ,.;'.:·71 

The r:1enorandum su;,.rna.rizeri eneny objectivns c<S follm·:s: 

11 ••• .:..s 2 r-,;:::d.1,·.un. objective, t'.1e Co,-,:,1.mists honeci the car:1-
paign would culr.inz te in c:, ccncr<'.l u:iris ir.g 1·,h: ch · .. ·ould involve 
severe defec::ts for "'llierl nilit,0ry forces c1.nc', 1,·ould J..e2.c to U:> 
v1i thdrc..,,;al fror.1 Jo11 th ',/ ietnr:.r1. .:-1. t the s ~~r:-~e tjJ""'..e, they· r lso 
hopec th,Lt 12.ri::;e-:•.c,•.le ::-;ol::.Lic,•l :· 1:,it;-,tion co::nhi:-1cd with at
tacks on ur':Jc•n ,a.rea3 1,:ould l"esult in the colla;1se of the ~iouth 
Vietna;;tese [;OVernr.1ent ••• 

The 'i'et offensive 2.lso hPs sevcr,11 :!core i:"rz.c:licte tc1cti
cc1l objectives: (1) to r.is: 0 erse P.nc. tie r:o;·rn. ,:,::..lied nilitrr;;r 
units in defensive ".)Ositions, (2) to clisru'lt ..iouth Vietna~-,ese 
centers of politicr,l ,mthorit-y, c:.n:l (J) to ,:enonstrate the 
inability of the .:iouth Victn?:,~ese ,::overr:: :er,t to rirotect the 
populE,tion. ln r,c:,.:ition, the Crn-.r:,u.."'li,,ts ~:J'7,f be ,-tte,1-:-1tinc. to 
gain gret,ter control over ;,_ loq~er sec:ent 01:· the rurrl po:JU
lation by· uisrupting or ,~!estro:rir~c t::e :;ticific2 tion :-:iro[:rP ... --n 
while .:,llied forces c:,re ,:iverteci to :,'.,e 'TOtect::.on of urbzn 
areas. • •• :r 

The memorandun then asses:::;cc eneJ\Y i:;,.ir.s. ;.1t:--:ouc::-: the Cor..r:-.unists 

had failed to spark , ;::;encrc.1 u:1risine, thc)r h2.d dis~'U!Ytec, the South 

Vietnarnese governnent,:l A".)pc1ratus; intcrru:cted the ,.,..., cificr,tion :)rogrt-::n; 
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and pointed up the imbilit~r of the govern; ,cnt to protect the reople. 

Despite these g,,dns, the ::,emorc'. nm;r,: contj_rn..ied, t he Gmnu...'1ists hP.d fe.iied 

to or~2.nize significan t popular suD9ort. ln c>c!dition, they had suffered 

severe losses, particul2.rly ,,1;;cng elite s;o:J;1er 2nd speciF,1. c1ction ur1its. 

Although the officfal Cc,sur, lty total of 32,51.,.9 eneny c.ei"!.C. vr?.s exaggere.ted, 

losses had been he2vy. Allied dec,d were listed 2.s 3,383, P..nd 1\llied forces 

captured nearly 8,000 indiviciua.l we~!Jons cine, over 1,2CD creH served wea-

pons during the 'i'et attc<,cks. 

'I'he mernorc.nc:wn esti.r:w.tcd th2t perh<'-ps 58,000 ene.::-iy troops took part 

in J.et attacks throughout 0outh './ietnen. It notes that this fieure is 

prpbably far short of the actu2.l nw,,ber of ene:;i.y troops committed, inas-

much as nany loc<1l units ,:ere built up .Just :Jrior to the Tet 2.ttacks, 

h ~--"'· rti·ci· r~ tin"' units were new, or while ot er:,._. .~ o othenrise unidentified. 

3IGD:T and evidence from other · , · ·...,+e .. hrit nc-nY , 1 .... ter·- 1 sources innicr..v ..,, c - - v co .L..L.<'• " . 

units not raentioned in the CI .\ were involved in the 'I'et of-

fensive. . +' +'ne -ctual total · 8 000 · fe.r lower vnan "· . ,. <--Thus, the ficure of 5, 13 

troo-:-';"' co::-:11:--,itted; to oc1ttle dur in1.3 of enemy , ~ 

I 

I 
I 
I 
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CIA Intelligence ~-.eno randum, Co:rmun-i st Units ?articit?8.ting in 

Attacks Juring Tet Offensive ;30 Jc:mUEr;v Through 13 Feb-

ruary 1968 2 1 ?ebruE.ry 1 968 

Given ·the confused nature of the fightine, c:.nd the closeness to 

events, order of bc?.ttle designations contr,ined in the CIA memorc>.ndum 

a.re, of necessity, incor.1plete. r.1.'here :~r e sone discrepancies hetween 

collateral holdint;s on eneny units which took pRrt in Tet r~tte.cks. In 

some cases, this chi~pter h2.s been able to resolve the:n, e.nd in generc?.l, 

\ 

I 
I 

inforrnation on the <',ctivities of n,,jor I'AV}: e.nd VC units c.u!"inc the ;1er- J 

iod is fairly relfable. Identific£.tion of loc2l forces 2nd au..-v:il::r.l_'~-" 

guerilla units involved is definitely ir!con.plete : nd in:,recise. Infor-

ma.tion on enemy 6rder of battle dis!}ositions during· the Tct 2.ttacks ren-

resents a synthesis of the lir.iited r,vail;:ble collater<'.l. 

The provincinl maps which a ccomp&ny su;1m,c1.ries of Tet r.:ttr,cks in 

va.rious areas were conpiled fro1,: infornA.tion contained in the CIA meno-

randum~ . Cities 2.tt2.ckeri. during the 30 JE,nue.ry-13 Fcbrue.ry period <'-re 

· ·desienated . by 2.n II X". 'l'hese ma~s 2.re sor;1cv:hat misleading. :::iince the 

.· Jil!T,emorandum was issued just three weeks <'~fter the start of the Tet of fen-

\ 

/ 
I 

f 
I 
! 

5 
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nPiT"" ... ~.,._ J_ 
;J '·- . ~·. r -. 

sive, it includes some ci.ttac~rn which shoulci not, 
--~,,., . • .. Ziiila: 

in r;ti-ospect, 'oe con-

sidered part of that offensive. The CL, memora.ndum includes P.11 nttr.cks 

which took place between 30 Janu:,ry ,md 13 Febru2.ry ,,s nart of the off en-

sive. 'i'he cutoff point of 13 Fcbruc:.ry does not rr.e2.n th2.t CIA 2.nalysts 

believed at the tine that the Tet offensive w2.s terninatec: on th2t cl2te; 

it represents the efJ'ective dr:.te of their infor;•wtion. In c.ddition, in n 

number of cases, the urb;:,n cent,er itself ·w;:;s not f:ttt,cked; an instclJ__:3.tion 

in the irmnedir,te vicinity ~;2s the tEcrect. The r:1aps 1·12ke no such distinc-

tion. In contrast, E.tt;-,cks on tr,rsets not in the i::meclic:te vicinity of 

provincial v.nd district capitr:.l:, v:ere i~(merally or:ii ttcr:. One ex;,mnle of 

this is the 31 Jc1.nuary shellinc of U;-;':-E308 anc~ U,_; ,,,-.rine instrrllE,tions nt 

Phu Bai. These 2.tt2.cks were rn,1;'.terous ,,.nd widespread. Thus, the m,1ps 

provide a somewhat distorted view of the 'i'et <".ttacks, by focusing e.tten-

tion only on attacks in or arouJ1d hE..jor acll-r,inistr2.tive headquarters, and 

ignoring those in other areas. iievertheless, the maps do provide Pn ex-

cellent guide to the overall scone of the ener,1y offensive. 
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This chapter will survey the 31GH/r infom,1tion provici.ed during the 

period precedint; the Tet attr.cks, e.nc: ,:.ttonpt to as:-3ess its ability to 

provide advance warning of the ene!'.,y offensive. (unlike other chc.pters, 

which focus on " particul2.r geosraphical c1re?. or Corps zone~ this trec>.t-

ment will review events in all a r-eas of 1Jietnc>.m. The enemy buildup near 

Khe Sc.nh, and the subsequent sieee of that b<',se are or:iitted. That sub-

ject will be considered in a serarate chi::.pter, but in r:ny case, this ch<--p-

ter has made an arbitrary distinction between events in the irr:I".ed.i2te n;rz 
area and those elsewhere in Vietna.:-a. 

those which took pl,,c e in the e2.stern : ,, .,, 
!.;.:. ~.-.., c.re~. 2re not covered in this 

review of the l'et offensive. · /..s indic2.t eci. , this T)erhrps, ,.n r,.rbi trRry 

distinction, out even:-s int.he 'T'"',: .· •·1 
~ ,; ! i.L~ c:trea a;,;,er,r to hn.v e thGir o,·m tenpo. 

Obvio:µsly, the sieee of i:ne .5,·nh was r el2.ted to the .1.'et offensive. The 
e..___......... 

l~orth Vietna.mes e co:;,.";lenced t"cc ,,ic:: .. l ?..ctivity in the ;~he Ji:-.nh ca.re'". on 20 

January, just ten cie.ys p~ior to the stn.rt of the Tet ;,ttad::s, a nd in the 

eastern :UHZ E'.re<'c, ener:,y units co!'lc,uctoci c,gcrec;sive £;ctivity north of the 

Harine defensive line of C2np Carroll-Cw, lo-G-io Linh. 'These c?,rr.r,c: igns 

were related, in that 2.ctivity in one A.rec. J.bited / llied · oDtions in other 

areas, but they were ciistinct. ?erhe.ps r: compr r&'ole situP.tion existed 

in our own Civil ·,;r~r,. in Hl6L ·.:hile .:5herr:1"n \ .. :t,s ci riving th:-ot1gh Georcia, 

7 -
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Grant' was r.1aneuvering in the ;:iashington-,,.ichnond corridor. '.i.'hese were 

two separate, but closely rekted cariprcigns, both in ulti:-:ate objective, 

and insofar as each prevented the Confederacy fron t<'-,king adequr;te nea-

sures to oppose the other. 

The treatuent 9f· events leading U? to the 1et offensive is pri.'1larily 

designed to portray the intelligence picture presented to SIGINT consu;; 

mers prior to the '1'et ·;:,.ttrscks, with emphP.sis on the intelligence incica-

tors which warned of forthcoming attacks·. Interpret2.tion And interpola-

tion have been minir:1ized, for the focus is strictly on the information 

-----· 
available to ;:iIGU:'I' consurr:ers ?.t the tiI'.le, .g.nd the interpretation given 

to this information at that t:ir:,e. This section concludes at a point ir.1ir,e-

diately preceding the Tet attacks. Next, the '.let attacks Fre reviewed, 

area by area, along with SIGfoT information prec~ict ing attacks Hhich took 

place ir.1mediately followinc "the initial wnve. Finally, the post-Tet per-

· iod is su.m.arized, bringing the nEtrrEctive to nici.-February when a sne.ller 

round of assaults and shellint:;s struck 21 najor t,crcets. In view of the 

. considerable ,:ontroversy which le.ter developed concernine <'.n alleged 

11 intelligence gaµ 11 , this chc:'.'pte r concludes ,.;ith ,,n assess.:ient of the role 

of SIGII;T in providing pre-Tet intelli~ence 1':arnines. Tiim relevant docu-

ments are reviewed and discussed in detail- 2. c:re.ft ,docu.,1ent prenared by a 
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, U.:>IB board _wre..ch investigr,tec: the :1re-Te t intellir:nnce posture, · nnci en 

evaluation later prepared i'or the Pre:, i c kmt 'uy hi,, /orci1;n1 In+ el li· c . v __ gence 

Advisory Bot.rd. 

II. THE PRE-Th"T PERIOD 

The pre~'l'et perioci h;:1,s been divided into two pr:rts in this treat ,:1ent. 

The first pc.rt covers ,,ctivity prior to 25 Jpnur~ry, when ... y ~-. "' 
,;.. ,,0}·_ publishec! a 

lengthy report ,,;arninJ of ,,n i.'11":ri.nent cocrciinateri. off ensive throughout 

.::>outh Vietnam. The second p&rt details ,:HGLi? ii,fon:lct tion e.nd ener::y acti-

vities from 25 JcmUEtry to a poir:t inn.edic!.te ly ;1receciing the st,trt of the Tet 

attacks. 

This division hc1.s been LcLc.e becE.use the focus of SIGI:-iT renorting 

changed as of 2 5 Jc:,nuary. 1'ron trmt po int, the SIGILT conmu..'1ity, <'.lertec. 

to the probability of an :i.rmr,inent, 1.:ic.es ·1re2c~ offensive, concentrated on 

developing nddition2.l inforn, tion on th,,t offensive, in 2n effort to c?.scer-

tain its nc:>-ture, tining and objectives . 

A. PP..E-TET ACTIVITY PhIO;, TO 25 JA:;1,JAf'.Y 

.,_ 
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1, INTl:ODUCTION 

The first indications of r:cajor ene1:1y nctivity in Im. 5 were received 

on 13 January, when t..ro unidentified elenents in Pleiku Province referenced 

11 N-Day'' in a r:tes sa.ge. n;J- Dciyl 1 is the Vietn2.; 1es e Coixmmis t equi Vc'.lent of 

.. "D-Day". 'di thin a few cl2,ys, . SIGI!~'i' c:nalysts noted 2: ['.rmdng cluster of 

enemy elements in two separate areas in .the western highlands. The firs.t, 

in the tri,.;.border area of i(ontur.i ?rovirice, Lc.os 2.nd Cr. nbodiP., included 

Hq, BJ Front; Hq, ?,\V:.i 1st iJivision cm.d its L ilitary lntellicence Section 

(HIS); c?.nd the p;, VlJ J2nd, 66th E,nci 171.th ,-eg:i!:1ents. The seconct cone en-
- - -· ,. ...: ....... :::, 

tration was developing in the EontUI'.1-?leiku 1 rovince border 2.rea. On 16 

Janue,ry, a BJ Front ;{e ,'."..dqucirters authority detailec~ nkns for cner:iy action 

in Pleiku Province to c=i. 1st Jivision hercdqu2,. rters ele::ient ,·.rithin ? leiku 

Province. hessages exchanged between these two headqm,rters played a 

significant r,2.rt in .:HGLJ'l' reportin13 before, during nnd after the 'l'et 

.·. attacks. 

During the next severc>.l days, these e J.eraents ne.ssed other messages 

dealing with planned attacks in t'leiku ,-'rovince, ,md Allied . installRtions 

in the Pleiku city are2.. were struck repeF~tedly by ener.y fire a ttacks be-

tween 19 and 27 Jc?,nuary. 
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The concentrEt. tion of enemy t ~·oops in the tri-border Fare?. of 1£,.os, 

Cambodit, r~nd l~ntuu continued to grow, .<:nd by 22 J;,:nm,ry, the PA.VI; 24th 

h.egiment haci joined this conc entra tion. In adc:itfon, ;mother cluster of 

eneny elements W?-S buildi ng in L'F.rlc,. c Pr ovince. T'ur ing t he rerrwining few 

da~ prior to 25 j,~nuF'try, . there were frequent references to 11 1: - Day11 , ?.nd 

continued strong indic2.tfons thr:.t ene;:iy 2. ct ivity in the Front a. rea wPs 

ir.uninent. 

In contrast to the consideruble evidence pointing to r,,ajor hostile 

activity in the BJ Front a re<'- of i(ontum, 1-' leiku c'.nd f) 2. rlnc ?rovinces, 

l:ittle evidence accrnnulateci pointing to si.>;1ilar Rctivity in the Pi,VF 3rd 

Division area in Binh Linh i'r ovince, or the J outhern ?ront/?AVr{ 5th Divi-

sion area in Phu Yen, :·:henh -i'.oa and ?hu Bon. However, in the Qu2ng l-:r,n-

i~uang 'fin area, SIGILT refl ected the repositioning of ?A1li'l 2nd Division 

elements toward the co-9-~t ~p.
7

:~_i,~;~Fp1;l2._ry_ •.. , ~Q11_ 2{LJ.ariµt,ry, J J,:Jl.. warned of 
.. · s-,,··r,z · ·· F ·· . · 

impending hostile action throughout the coast?. l provinces of Qu,u1g Nam, 

Quang Tin, Quang ligai, 3inh Dinh, Phu Yen and Khanh Hoa, based on e. mes-

sage passed by Hq, H:!:t 5. By this tine, references to 11 i'i - Day11 had appeared 

on a com.'Ilun_ications facility serving the ?AVI,i 2nd Division; the PAV;,; J68B 

and 68th Artillery J:eeiir.ents; and the L,02nj Sapper Bc\ttalion. Eeferences 
~ 

.to II N-Day11 in this area ahd in the b3 r'ront a rea provided . the first i..'1di-

c~tions of a coordinated offensive. 

ti -

I 

\ 

I 
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Activity in ililitary "-egion Tri Thien i~ue (;;.,_ TTH) in e2.rly J2.nu2.ry 

was hiehlighted by the emergence of the r'on,2.rd ilernent, ;.:r_ 'ITH ns ri. : 0,ajor 

authority. By 21 January, this he2.dqu2.rters hc1.d relocated to n position 

just ten kiloiaeters fro~:1 i-:ue, nnd was cormnunic2.tint: wj_th UD to ten subor-

dinates, includine the ?/.VJ: Lth, 6th ;;.nc, 9th .. ecfr,ents. 

On 23 January, 3:i.GLiT product alerteci. consu:ners to,, potenti?.l eneny 

thrust at Hue. '..c1.jor enen;:r elenents 'i!erc now g;c,thcring near ::ue, inclu-

dine; Hq, lil.'. T'i'H and its Fon,arcl 1~lenent, ,,me~ the ?1\VL 6th '"ef;b,ent. 

Activity in the i\.".VI: III Carris are;o. prior to 25 Jr.r1uf'.ry wc1s highlighted 

by the resuraption of intel1igence re?orting :.:,y iG .elements serving the VG 

5th c>.nd 9th Divisions, and a continuir:6 e.X:)Pnsion pf cdr'111iUnic2.tions in 

the area. VC 5th IJivision 111 elenents he.d r esumed intellii:;ence collection 

activities on 6 January, a fter h,wine been virtu, lly in2.ctive since 12 

Septer.1.ber 1967. 
~~'-'O.~ l 0''\3 

The focus of 5th f:ivision interest was southern ... $~_lp .=,~ . 

Province. VC 9th Division / I elenents also reSTh"led intelligence renortine 

on 6 Januc.ry 1968, 2.. fter ,1. silence of severr'. l ,,eeks. ~:lenents of the C95 
' ,1 . 

H.econnaiss~nce Company, a 9th l'.ivision subordin<'.te, bec2n intelligence 

collection activities in northeast 'i;ry :d.nh l.:rovince. Also active in tho.t 

area was the 46th .:.:iap:ier-l.ecomw.iss2..nce Sa.tt ;:; lion, which Hc.s feeding itel-

ligence info:rrr:2..tion t o its :)rrent hePc.qu,,rters, i: i l i t2r;y Intelligence 

Bureau, COSVll. 
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During Januc:i.ry, severa l c,)n,,,tmic c:: t i ons grouns controlJ.ec',, by najor 

new control authorities continued t o exn;:.nd. ~:ost of these grou:1s were 

I 

f ' . t t ' t ' • .. , t ' ·1 () I ? ' + 1 • ' ' ' • " ' 1 1 t f irs e.c iva ea in uc o::.ie r -o , c::.nc. vneir s uoscri:.iers incj_unec, e._c:-r,en s o 

_alJ_ three divisions in III nr:,-1 
\.; l. t_J, including the VC 5th 2nd 9th the PAVl: 

7th Division. One of the ncr1-: groups se,·vec~ ;i : :: , 1 .fo:t· front henc:.qua rters in 

Binh long .-rovinc c; P.nother wc1.s contro llec! by det,che6 .. e l ement of t:-ie VC 

5th Division heD.ciquarters; t·,,;o rr,ore were clos ely associ2.tecl Ni th the PAVE 

7th Division. 

The activity ciescribeci in the precec:i~1c prrr,grc1._::ihs led SIGINT c1 na-

lysts to concluc.e th,,t the CoF:r:mnists ,·,e::--e :, l?.nr:in.s a :•:, .ssive coorri in?.ted 

offensive, a nd pr o;:,;-,te c:. i:J ;L t o issue its r e;,o r t t o t '-i.;:, t effect on 25 J r,nu,"rJ. 

2. HILI'l'ALY :-XGIOI~ 5 

a. ?/,VJ·: D3 F:.oi:T AREA 

During early Janurcry 1968, ene~ilY inte1licence elenents in hontu'Tl Pro-

vince were enga ged in ~re9arations for a s eries of fire ~ttacks on Dak To 

Airfield. The 1 January .:30/, .:3 reviev:ed sever2.l U:.3l-:-60L. transla.tions of mes-

se..ges exchance ci by uilit£,ry intellicence elenents of the :'! VIl 1st Division, 

/3 
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which. indicnted that the first of two ~:ttac ;-::s ,ns schec.uled for 1700 hours, 

local tine, on 2 J<'.nu,,ry. l , 1 J ?nu2.ry ::tess,tge fror•\ th8 '. iilit,'Jry Intel-

ligence Jection (; :r~~), L \ VI-: bt J ivision to s. subor(: inete l1hich h;:cl 1.Jecn 

activated in lc:..te J ece;·1ber r eve<tled thnt the ener.w intended to fire on P.n 

AhVN Airborne unit on J January, uhen it wets fomine; up .:'.t D2k To Air-

field prior to bein.g airlifted to ,jz,_j_c;on. ?h:.s subordinde letter sent 

messt.ges to HL:.i, 1st Jivision ,,r'.c.ress ed fro::L 11 r-13 11 , 0ossibly the 13th 

Air Defense b&ttc>.lion. Co1kteral hoJ_dings inclic(cte thr,t the 13th Air 

Defense battalion is suborC:in?.te to the ?XVT 1st Divis ion. 

The 3 Ja.nu~ry ;:;.,,J,:3 _:, rovideJ further incicctions of forthcoriing fire 

attacks on U&.k 'i'o ;··.irfie l d . The :: rs, 1st ::ivision <'-[Tin ordereci. its 

subordinate to fire on r.:..n .. \ : .v: ; Airborne battle groun of three b?ttalions, 

scheduled to leave for ,.)c,.igon on 3 t.r a1:.ur~ ry. llecrn·rhi:l.e, <' nother 11T 
.:. ... ...i.. elc;nent 

· reported to LIS, 1st Division r.bout Allied cUspositions in the Dc1.k To 2.re;,. 

To to the i·,I~,, 1st Division. 'i'he : :I elenent reDorted thc:.t it wes h2,ving 

problems in org0nizj_ng fire ,tttc1.cks on r:•2.k To E,s 2, result of Allied strP.-

fing and bor.1bing. .~~'.rlier, t hi s subordin,:·te h2.d renorted t!1c1t E-13 (_!;os-

·-- sibly the 1Jth ;dr Defense ;J2.ttc1.lion) h2d tc>.ken five rounc:s in its 2ssel".'!.bly 

area. 
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. 3/0/JTY/h01-68 jan 68; l:OJ-68 J J2.n 68; I.Olr-68 I:. JF.n 68 

•.•• · ,I..~ 

Elements of the ·hOth >.rti11 ery .. eciinen.!,_sqe:J..led h ;k.'t9; :\3ifield on 3, 
-, . : . . . ·,. --, .. 

4 and 5 Jnnuary. l1urin<' the ne:,:t few 'fhvs, the ;~1 el(')~1ent · nossiblv ass b-
u t, - " 

ciated with the 1 Jth .-.ir Lcfense :J,,.tt2.lion r eporter!. to the :ns, 1st :-::i vi-

sion on the extreme difficulties r)osec. by i•.llied air r·.nd e.rtillery born-

· barcinent and defolic:-.tion • . ?ossibly, these cifficultics c1.ccounted for the 

termination of shelling c1fter 5 Jr.nw,.ry, ciec; pite the ?-:I elenent' s ;::tte:npts 

to organize further fire 2.ttc-.cks. 

TACTICAL AC'i'IVITY II; R3 Fi-:Ol'JT A}J:.:A n: FILST nALF OF JANUALY 

, During this perioc, envr.ty activity ',ms confined to fire r-.ttacks and 

the ar,1bush of convoys. ;,s cte::,ribeti in the !~receding parF.grc1.phs, JP-k To 

Airfield was shelled on J, l;. and 5 ,J 2.nuary. On 10 J.<1r.u;:ry, r:ontum !cir-

field was r:1ortared while the ,re JOI.th cattalion attacked. it with satchel 

charges. Allied forces suffered 13 killed and ?,1 wounded in the r,ss;,;.ult. 

Four aircraft were destroyed and eleven c:a,1:ctGed . On 1L and 15 J2.nuary, Ben 

Het Fire ~upport Base, i:. p1·:L'r,e focus of ene;ny interest in the D<'tk ':.'o 2rea 

since the end . of the Dak To c21,,ric:-c ign in I;ovember 1967, r eceived a toto 1 

of 99 rounds of 82 nilli!:,e ter recoilless rifle fire.. On 15 JanuarJ, two 
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separate J',llied convoys were ahb ushed,. The L.th ]att c1 lion, 21.th ,·.egin:ent 

ambushed_ 2. convoy on 1coute 1 L in Ko:1tl1I,, ? rovinc e , E. nr.l elenents of th•: 5th 

Battalion, 955 ,_ei:;i ment /J.nd the 'JC i~-15 Loc,.l Forc" :-::2 tt,'. lion ~;nbushed e. 

.40 vehicle convoy in e2.s1>ern ;)leiku, d estroyin0 five t,:r,ke rs h;o trucks. 

During this period, eneny conr:1unicr, tions re flee tee. r :-nodificc1.tion of 

their corrJnand structure in ?leiku ?rovince. The 2 J2,nu<"ry SS',S noted t hP t 

the Forward 'i'a.ctica l -~lement, ?,'._;fa 1st ~-;ivision h2.d e f f ectcc. a. s plit in 

mid-Decern.ber 1967. One elenent ·,-:as oper,,ting i·ri th t he division hecHlq_uer-

ters in Kontur:i, and communica tine ~-;ith riq, b3 Front-(\he 66th nnc 1 ?lith 

:r.egirr,ents{ e.nd c:.n unic.entifiec: s us :-iectect 2:r t illery 1mit,. The o ther ele-

ment was activated in northwest Plciku, nnd comr:mnica.ted ·,-rith Hq_, BJ Front 

and the 32nd ~,eg:u.tent . 

The 10 J E,nuary ;:) ... '..,",w noted e s i.J,l.ilc\ r spHt by the B.3 Front IIeci.dqua r-

ters, Pleiku Province. In ,3.c_clition to the rcor[::crniz;:ition of the corrJnP.nd 

structure, :possible moves by BJ Front cor:ibat elenents we:ce c1lso suee;ested 

in the 10 January .iEJ\.S. The PA1n-; 66th · -e giment anc, the 1st 02.ttr.lion, 95B 

I,egiment ha.d been inci cti ve in c0Jr::1unic2.tions since 2nd 3 January respec-

tively. In the past , the J;~A3 co:~nented , sinil2.r silences have indicated 

moves by the invml vec uI1i ts • 

~ .... 

/,6 --
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3/0j.3TY/R02-68 2 Jc?.nuary 1968; J/0/STY/H09-68 10 Janue.ry 1968 

On 1J January, the ~EJ..S noteci that two unidentified elements in Pleiku 

Province had e...'-:chanc:;ed a rnessc>,ge . contr,ining references to II N-Dc?.yl', the ~liet-

namese __ equiva1ent of "D-Ila-y". In th· +h k is case, " e ey day was "N-Plus 4 I>y1', 

_according to the 1.1ess;-,ee. · 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
J/O/.::iTY/r.12-68 13 J"'1.nu2ry 1968 

t't"''? ~, ev~<J ~a "·'Pea ~ ...... 1:-s sr7 -~·"n an 
\ CONCENTRATIONS OF ENLHY ELEHENTS D::iVELOP IN TP.I-BOF.DEL APL\ MID PIEIKU .. 

In rod-January, the concentrcstion of enemy eler:1ents in the tri-border 

area of Canbodia, Li:"os <1.nd Eontm, Province v:;:\s 2.ugr::enteci by the .arrival of 

the PAVE 32nd Legi nent from Pleil(U ?rov:Lnce in nid-J~nu~ry. The 15 Ji::.n-

uary SEAS revealed that the 32nd ,.egirr1.ent had effectec:. a relocation of 

approxi."llately 37 kilometers oetwcen 2 c:nd 1L Jc,nuary, 6'.r,d was now in the 

tri-border area. Concurrent with the ::1ove, the 32nd 1.,;e:il:1.ent reestab-

lished communicat.ions with Hq, 1st Division on 12 Jcrnmiry, and ce2.secl com-

r.mnications with the Forw~-rd Tttc tic2.l .i.~le;nent , 1st Divb ion, Pleiku Yro-

vince as of 9 Janurffy. 'i'he 32nd "egir ,ent h,,d not coumnicc ted wj th :1q, 

1st Division since 7 Dece:nber 1967. 
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kilo.11eters of ct ~rov:ine::; concentr0tion of eneny e ler~,,:mts in the tri-border 

area, incluciing riq, j J ?ront , I:ontu:n r:rovince; Hq, Pi·.VF 1s t Division; : :I 3 , 

PAV!'·: 1st Division ,,nd one s ubo n :i.n.:, t e ::1 e l ement; Ee., Fonmr c. Tr.ctical 

..::::leri1ent, PAVi•: 1st Division; 2.nd t he ' 6C,t :1 ,:c n,d 171.,th '-e13i.nents. 

3/0/STY/;1.13-68 15 J an 6 f~ .. ~, J/0/3TY/R 1 L,-68 16 J eon 68 

In a ddition to the concentrc:,. tion of e nerl~' ele;,,ents in the tri-borc1.er 

area of Crur,boclia, .Laos r,nd r:ontuJE ?r ovince, another cluster of enemy ele-

ments developed. in northHestern Fl e iiru l~~·ovince. The 17 J r·.nuery 
.. ·--~ , ...... 
0 r~.J:_u 

warned of a growing conc ent r c' tion of .:mes:' e ler::ent s i n t he Fl eiku-r:ontw., 

I 

?rovince border ,,r ea . This concent r r tion ~.nc :'.. ucied ~n e1er,,ent of E(l, 33 

Front, Pleiku Prov i nc e ; the Gi r. Li.m ( Fle i ku ) h ·ovincit.l Unit; the subor-

dinate F9rw2.rd Tc. cticr, l i l er;wnt , Pi.Vl': 1s t Divis i on, 1·:hi ch reloc2teci to 

that aree .. b;i.r 15 J,\nu2ry; 2.nd s ever .:-.l un i c.ont ifiecl e lements . In 2ddition, 

the SEAS noted t hnt t he ~l cLcnt , Pi_v;; 1st Uj_v j_sion hP d joined the 

concentr2.tion in the tri-border t ,r ea by 16 J?.nur. ry. 

3/o/0TY/ :.15- 6g i7 J ,,nu;:i ry 1963 
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On 17 January, l!.:3i. reported tl1;,.t ~ 16 .J,'cnu;ory raessage from a B3 Front 

' authority in the southern 1:ontun-Cc:1:tboli i c, border ere<'. to a 1st Division 

headquarters elenent in the northeast ? leiku-C>nbodin borcter · arec1 h2d 

detailed pkns .for an enemy c2n1paicn in Pleiku l-'rovince. According to .the 

message, Due Co &nd 1c The.nh would 'oe overrun initi, lly. I.l:ter, ?leiku 

city and areas adjoining :.oute· 19 would be 11 1ioer;;0 tec.". 

2/0/VCi;/h1J-68 , 17201 /.;,~ J;:,nunry 1968 

A later .:·eport on 1 7 J2,nu2.ry note(~. th2.t unidentified B3 ?ront ele-

ments possibly operatin[; in northeastern :)loih.'U pl'Ov:i.nce hr.d c~iscusseci. 

plans for <'. night ,irtillery or nort2..r c:,tL,cl:, schec!uloe'. to be con(ucted 

between 17 and 19 Janue.ry. One n,essl!ge p;1ssed 16 Januc:ry st~teo. that 11 a 

15 wc>.tt radio anc. a, squ2.c. ,md 2. hc>.lf" were to proceed to e previously desie-
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na ted c,rea '' in order to oi)s crvc the city'! 

fire cont rol brevity code , 

Province; 

G1• " T, J..• ( , ·'J ' . ,: l , ., -i.1,-\] \ c..;. -JC,l. .. t .1. ... .;. . .... ...:._ ,.., _,\,. .. J 

the BJ i:'ront. 

2/0/VC~'/L1 L-6<l 

during the next 

Front authority 

cussed plans for 

.r'rovince. 

authority of c:. SUCC8.S3fUl : .. OV/3 :):' 
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16 and 18 Ja:.uc1ry. I~j_vision e l enent c: iscussed 

Allied airc:rnft c,n,: June Le c r ea. 

-, ; '' -, ,- -, ... '' -~, -, : -:: " .. ; ~ ~-

2/0/VCl/h25-68 1 968 ? 10/"1" :;· '~ 6'"' r. .. j V•,..1.-. , • • . )-... o 
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---=---~ ~· ·. 
Zn~ interest in the Due Co--te· 'i'h,l'.nh f~rea · cont;inu$d to; intensify. 

The 21 Janu.;ry J:.:A_S reviewed sevenl ;;:ess,,ees origin; ted hy the 1st nivi-

. 
. sion h~adquarters elerr.ent in tho Due Co "re::-. 1-:hich indic~.ted comb;:.t re;i.dy 

st.;.tus for the forces under timt el-3;.-:ents cont-:-ol. The · elci'1.ent referenced 

the r.ie.rking of routes for the three infr.nt.ry bc,tt~.lions, f_nd for herc.(!u~r-

ters rand its subordinate units, ~n:t '.")rovided further inforr-·.rtion on ;\ll:lied 

activity in the Jti..'1[; lo r ::· .,t .• 

~ In/ ·r"'/' 1 ~ f '-' J; \.., .J~ !. ,I, •. , ; -) ~., 

. . .... 
; · ,. I. 

·1·st o· ·s· ' 1 ,. , :,...,... . +~.,u,-,·t ,_ ..... h"'!" . . • ... ivi ion e ... e , .. ,, •. 1.s con ...... _,_ ,,._ .,o t,, .,, ,·.. 1.r. , ·.0:1 ,_;u;.1. . ., ' 
u . .,:. .J 

noted thclt intensive surv•:ill,·.ncc of tho Llt .. k To rrc£-.. continuerl. '.Che ?.2 

January .:iEAS noted tnt.t three ,_tfdition,.l :-iJ Front-Ass:,cfrte:1 redio ter-

minals had joined ·the concentr,·tion · in the tri-borde:r r.re?.. In , ([cition, 

the PAVrI 26th .i•ec:inent had :·~loc;,.tcr'. from northern r:ontu,,. ,.·rovinc~, where 

it had operated until c=.t least 8 JLnurry, c>.nd v~ns now in southef.stern 

Kont\lm .Province, r.p:;Jroxi.'7W.tely 25 ld,.loueters from Kontum city, end nearly 

. 
50 kilo1~eter<s frott its f)revi.ous a~ea of p~ntions. 

\.:; ... :-~ : 

. £ '.: 
. . ' 

.· ... 
. . - ::· 

I 

r 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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The 22 January ;:.,BA~ warned of yet . <eriother concentration of BJ t'ront 

elements, in l1Crt'nec"Stern n._,, <> •• rl , .. C, no~ r th D• l' ~ • - .. -· ~c, e l. nu a)On iTovince border. This 

concentrc>.tion involved BJ Front elen:ents, and Rlso clements c1.ssocir.ted 

wJ:th_!:_he_ PAV:·I 5th _Division, suggest~ng a coordination of activities in 

by elen"ents of these two for:.1t,tions. 

TACTICAL' ACTIVITY n~ ::IGHLJ~];f:j Il_2·.Iln:::·:T, 21. J A?lUAl:Y 1968 

On 24 Jr-.nu2..ry, LJ;\ r(mortec: thet L F:essare n2.sc;ed by the B3 Front 

authority to the 1st LiviGion heu:c!u~, rtcrs c::!.e::1ent in the r:uc Co area 

had strongly indicc>.ted that ,rn ene::ty offensive in the wc:,tern highlands , 

was iJluninent. The 1;.cssz,.ge, j),,.sscd 2h ... :a:1uary, reviewed enei:1y tictical 

successes in the Dak To E,nd Pleiku are<'.s , z.nci closeci. by stating: 

"All of you nust pre::ic:,re urgently ,enc. thorou.shly and m2:i,n-
tain secrecy so the.t when :,.r- Iky co::1es we c.Jn o::,cn fire en m,sse·. '1. 
Aggressively prepare ?Ji. e.nd P?,. 11 

2/0/VCH/L28-68 21. 1826Z J ccnuclry 1968 PAVI: B3 ?; .WT AUTHO: ITY 

27 ---

5 
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Leferenct,s to 11 ;',-;_'itty" were appearing in other areas of LL 5 es well. 

The term was used in 2. r ess"' rre t''ro r. l l 1 • • • 1 1 ~ .t , ,. 0 . :n urOU;) ; 1, a nm-r aivision- eve tor-

mation in t.he :=:ur..ng lir:1,,-'.;uan[; Tin c:.re,, to sever,,l subscribers, including 

iiq, PA'v'l'J 2nd Livision; the L.02nd .:;2.pper l:Jc;.ttnlion; e.nd clenents of the 368B 

and 68th PAVl; ;,rtillery terd.ments. 

2/0/V•'L/129-6R ~l J 1068 v _ , • £,nu2ry / Follow-up Er 1 to 

O·r'r-'J..:Jc:Iv;.~ OP-:: · . .r.'.'i,10\Jc: I'' ,, '' ' ., . L ") I -~.., ~- -- - - ..., 11 vCJ.1,sJ'1A 1 ,DV ·:lCE.:3 OF ::1I.J:T1~~-'.Y ::EGIOH 5 

.Sl:J..S for 21. January warned that e.ttacks in the Le Thanh-Due Co area 

might occur on 21, or 25 January, baseci on rilessages exchanged between the 

BJ Front authority and the 1st Division he2.dquarters element near L·uc Co, 

which indicated that enemy preparations were nearing completion. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
3/0/.3TY/22-68 24 January 1968 

Thus, by 24 January, jlGINT had reflected a considere.ble volume of 

evidence indicating that eneuy c,.ttacks in the western highlands were irr.r.rl.-

nent. A concentration of enemy elements, ipcluding the 32nd, 66th and 

1_74th .. ·..eg:i..'1lents hc>.d developed in the tri-border area, <'·~f intensive intel-

ligence collection in the Duk To ~rea continued unabated. A similar con-

- -
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( 
\ 

centration had developed in the Pleiku-Kontilm ?rovince border Rre<"., .?.nd 

enemy elements in· that area discussed nl2.ns for e.ttt cks in western ?leiku 

in con~iderable detail. I·~essages exchanged betwe ,.m the BJ Front authority 

_in the southern i.ontU!:i.-Ccinbodia area and the 1st Uivision headqucirters cle-

ment near Due Co h,A indicated that preparci.tions for the enemy campaign in 

· the area were in their final stages. · ?inally, a third concentre.tion of 

BJ Front eler.ients was building in northeast I)Etrlc>..c ? rovince. 

b. PJ-.VN JED DIVl.:jIOLJ j',; J!) SOU'I':smr Fl'.OHT/?AVJ•! 5TH DIVISIOi'JS 

In contrast to the wealth of informe.tion suegesting forthcomine enemy 

action in the BJ Front area, cor.::mnications serving the ?AV}; Jrd Division 

in Dinh Dinh Province and the Southern Front/?{Vr·: 5th Division in Phu Yen 

and Khanh Hoa Province~ e+ · provided little to sue;gest impending enemy 
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acti9n in their areas. Hith the exc~ption of Aii.DF results, little SIGINT 

infomation was derived on.either division. Col711!l.unications serving the 

PAVN 3rd Division operated sporadically, as the division sought to evade 

• __ large _Allied units on P~i-;JHil·JG I and PE.i,.'J'.-liliG II. lfowever, 3rd Division 

. elemeni;,s were involved in sever?-~ major tc>.ctice.l engRgements during the 

period. .,,;etween 29 Deceraber and 4 J2.nuary, 1st G,:;.valry Division elements 

killed more th2.n · 200 enemy troops from the . 2nd VC and 18th f->AVt-; •·egiments. 

; On 8 January the 8th Batte.lion, 18th ··egiment raided a police installa-

tion in Qui hhon, and on 10 January, the 93rd Battalion, 2nd ·vc i·.egiment, 

supported by ari artillery compc>.ny drm·m fron the 3rd Division, P,ttc>c}:ed P. 

battalion of the A:;.VN 41 st Eee;:ir:ient. On 23 and 2h. Jr.nuary, · a few days 

before the Tet-Offensive was launched, Jrd Division elements were broue;ht 

to battle in two areas. 'l'he 95th 0 attalion, 2nd VC i·.egiment lost 128 

killed near Phu Hy on 23 Januc.ry., and retreated townrd the 3 inh Dinh 

coast. On 23 and 24 Januc:.ry the 9th- .t3e_ttalion, 18th .cegi.m.ent was engaged 

near Phu i.:at by Jouth Korean forces, and lost ?.40 men during the two day 

. battle. 
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Further south, in 1-'hu Yen and Khanh ;fo2 . .t'rovinces, the Pl.TIN 5th Divi- . 

sion was inactive. Conbat elements of the 5th Division rennined in sane-

tuaries and evaded Allied forces. No major enr;aeer:1ents developed in this 

area, and little SIGINT infon:iF.ti.on was provided. 

c. H\ vr; 21~n DIVISION 
.. ·.· ~~-~- --·---·· ,,_ 

END2L I<.;Lli,JENTS IH 2ND DIYISION A}.EA TACTICALLY ACTIVE, 2-3 JAi\JUAHY 

In early January, enemy forces in the Quang I(2.m-':)unnr; Tin-)ui"..ng Hgai 

Province area staged several n t tacks. On 2 J anu2.ry, the t06th ;:if.,pper B2.t-

talion and local force elerr.ents atte.cked l;t;hic>. Hanh Suosector in Qw.ne 

Ngai J.'rovince. The J..:~vr: defenders lost is killed c.nd 52 wounded. ;.:;nemy 

losses were set at 72 killed. On J January, the ?AVE J6813 Artillery i·.eei-

r.1ent conducted a rocket attc.ck <,Gc'.inst D,mang, as other enemy elements 

conducted small scale attacks southwest of D2..nang as a diversion. That 

same day, 2nd Division elements attc1.cked severc>. l lflnding zones in the ::}ue 

Son area. · The PAVt! 68th ArtilJe ry --egir:ient su~1e··- ~ ', ·~:: these essaults with 

122 miilimeter rocket fire. The 2nd Division lost LOO killed in these 

attacks. 

following this brief upsurge in t2.ctical activity, 2nd Division ele-

ments attempted to evade Allied forces on Wl~LEh/WAU.OWA., which con~inued 
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to exact a heavy toll . of enemy elerr,ents in the Que Son area. 2nd Divi-

sion corru:mnications bore frequent references to bor.tbardment or difficult 

situations. ConmunicE.tions activity was eenerally spor;:i.dic, and reflecti,ze 

of a continuing alert status due to Allied haressnent. 

In r:ri.d-Januc,ry, several 2nd Division elements [,E.ve evidence of intent 

to move, and the 17 Jc:~nuary ShAS noted thP.t a major redeployment of 2nd 

Division elements was possibly under wa.y. Durine the next few days, that 

suspicion was confinned as major 2nd Division units repositioned toward 
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the coast,. By23'January1 AlU::F information indicated that major combet 

elements of the 2nd Division had alr.ea.dy undertaken substantial moves. 

The 0.h:AS noted that the 2nd Division headquarters ha.d r10ved north, into 

Quang hara ?rovince; the 1'st 1/C i:egiment had effected a similc:,r move; and 

.the PAVN 21st 1-egiment hc.d 1:1oved south and then ee.st, t;,king that unit 

toward the coast, c.nd into an are1:, southwest of Tc1.n Ky in Qu;:mg Tin Province. 

3/0/STY/ll.15-68 17 January 1968; 3/0/STY/F20-68 23 Januaty 1968 

GrtOUP 44 AND 402trn SAPP&: l3ATTi~LI0N IDLLTIFiiD It~ COl''.l·lUI'.:ICl.TIOI';S 

In mid-January, SIGWT Hnalysts achieved significant progress in 

recovering the enemy cornmuniccltions structure in the 2re2. by the identi-

fication of Group Li.I~ P.nd the 1i02nci. ::ic>.pper l3r: ttalion in rnclio conmunica-

tions. The unidentified r·.ear ..Jervices :-!eadquarters in Quang ?J<1n ,.., rovince 

was identified as hear Jcrvices i-ieaclqur,rters, Group 44 through CP.ptured 

documents • . During the latter half of 1967, this for~1ation was en erging as 

a :major headquarters, following its initic>.ii observc:nce in co1:u'-:lunicP.tions in 

.June. The 402nd 0apper Jattalion was E.lso identified in cor:i.-:mnications ~ 

~o-J <L ( c~ ~~\ 
in the 19 January 0EA.::i. This unit cor.u..unicF.ted with Hq, Group LL end ls'. 5 

Provincial Unit Control~ runong others'S' 
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J/0/o1'Y/h17-68 19 JRnunry 1968 

* * *·* ~ * * * * * * * * * * 

On 24 January tlJA issued P. re!)Ort l'mrning the.t Conununist offensive 
operati~·u.s in the coastal provinces of HE 5 was possibly imminent. This 

conclusion was based· on a nessage sent to the PAVN 21st ·~egiment by Hq, 

i;J~ 5 Hain :Force Unit Control (iI?UC) on 23 Janut.ry. The nessage, signed 

by the Chief ;jignal vfficer of •iq, lih 5 was addressed to the II sign,tl 

chiefs · ((of)) all units11 , indicating, the report noted; that it was pro-

bably intended for all elements controlled by Hq, l:: .; 5 HFUC, including 

those in Qunng 1~am, 1.~uang 'i'in, •Nr.ng Ngai, Dinh Dinh, Phu Yen t'.nd Khanh 

Hoa Provinces. The mess;;ge stated. tha.t 11 the situ;:,tion is very tense", 

and ordered the recipients to follow sti!)Ul;:ted corrn,1.unic;itions proce-

dures, e.nd 11 call the -vmtch regularly in order to receive orders a.nd re-

port11 • 'i'he originator then revealed th2.t he ha.d designated the "signal 

30.3 as "have opened fire" 11
• 

The report then reviewed the ctt~ck posture of 2nd Division elements, 

and noted that PAVN ,3rd Division elements wer; repositioning in Binh Dinh. 

In conclusion, the report noted tht.t: 
, ... 1 .,, 
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11 hecent information also suggests that ]q, Hf,. 5 HFUC has 

activated forward tactical elements in the ?AVN 2nd nnd Jr<l 
·. Division areas of operations. Activation of Hq, :!·:L 5 for

ward tactical elements ht,ve, in the past, preceded Vietna
mese Cornr.mnist offensive operations.'! 

. 2/0/VCH/ri27-68 24171 i+Z Je.nuary 1968, POSSIDLL I1f;,:I1J?:N'r VIET:·IJ\.l-:333 COl-~JJNIST 

0FFEN3IV:E OPERATIONS rn COA.::iT/.L PhOVINCES OF HILITALY ; I:GION 2 

A follow-up report, issued later th2.t day, indicated that Group 1+4 

subordinates would also be involved in scheduled offensive opere.tions: 

11 Another unit in 1.:J: 5 was associe.ted with impending Com
munist offensives in constal arEJltl,y,,.O~ t;.,ne:1.r~gion when the Hq, 
hear .::iervices Group 44 provid;d jnstructions. to the suspect;d --
PAVN J68B Artill~ry 11.egiment to employ certain practices in 
passing 11 N-Day11 messages •••• 

· Another relevcmt message was passed from Hq,. r.ear Ser
vices Group 41; on this date possibly to .<'.11 subscribers-
including Hq, PAV:.J 2nd Division; the suspected J68B i.rtil-
lery i-esinent; the suspected Forward ~~loment of the 36813 
i,rtillery "·egiuent; the probable Hq, 1,02nd :.:iapper Dtttnlion; 
the suspected 1st or 3rd J..l<°.. ttcslion of the 68th Artillery 
L.egiment; the :.)uang r;a c1.nci Qu,,ng tic,n L"rovincir,.l Fnits; the sus
pected LananG l·,unicipc,l Unit; and other unidentified entities 
in the 1.]u2nc;· i.mn.-,;uang 1in .trea. The message stated in ·p<lrt: 
"'i'he rnnin j.J..:.Day ••• was received and passed to Bi in mess2.ee 
nur.,ber 17". ;,!-Day ms the Vietn2.nese equivalent for D-Day. • •• 

hecent cormnunications of the probable Hq, FJ'.VJ:I B3 Front 
authority and a probable ?AVl: 1st [i vision elenent in western 
Pleiku .i-'rovince hccve 2.lso included referenced to 11 !;-f:ny"; in 
addition they have contained references to the initir1tion of 
hostilities in the near future. Other unidentified B3 Front 
units believed tcil be locateci in northeastern Pleiku ?rovince 
have referred to inrpenuing hostilities • 11 

2/0/VCH/Ii29-68 2l.215% ~Tt,.nuary 1968 FOLIDJ-U? i:IL,:3Ll. 1 TO 2/0/VCH/1:27-68 

Thus, by 24 Jnnu2.ry, 0IGHIT had developed a considerable volune of 

T 
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evidence suggesting major enemy offensive 1tctivity in the western high-

lands and coa.stal provinces of HE 5. Frequent references to 11 r:-Day' 1 

in both areas indicated thc:t the offensives in each were coorr.:µir,ted. 

J. 11IIJ.TALY l,EGIUJ 'LI-THI_t'.,N-h1JE 

The first indic2.tions of irr.pending °ffcnsive e.ctivity by enemy forces 

in the IL TT:! a.rea were rirovidecl by eviri.ence th?..t the r'onmrd Element, 

Hq, Hi'. TTH was acquiring the svstus of e. mnjor headquF.rters. The J Jan-

uary .3EA.3 noted th&t f . co::1111unic2"tions fcscility 2ctive since August 1967 

had been identifiec,i 4s servinc; F on;c>.rci 1:;lement, TTH. Cor:mmnica-

tions subor.dine.tes of this forrwtion incluc.ed the PAVIJ 6th and 9th Let;i-

ments, and five uniclentified clements, nll :of which nlso communicn.ted with 

Hq, Hn. TTH. 

The 21 January .:it.J\3 revealea. the.t the ?o:nm.rd i_,;lement, Hq, re TTH 

had relocated ciuring late Dece.':lber from the qur,ne 'I'ri-Thua Thien ?rovince 

border area to a position just ten kilometers fro:n ilue. Th;i.s forr"tntion 

now communicated with between eight and ten su:::iordinates, including, as 

noted earlier, the PAVI..: 6th and 9th ,..ee:inents, and also the P.Wll 4th Legi-

ment, identified in cor,ununications by l:3.i\ on 17 Jr:.nuc>.ry. 

*******~************ 

J/O/sTY/ROJ-68 . J Jan; J/O/;:Vi'Y/1:.18-68 21 Jan; 2/0/VCH/E16-68· 17 Je.n 68, 

l-ll~ADC.~UAi·.TER3, ?A VN L. TH '.iJ~GHENT Y.2:NTATIVELY IDFl~TI?IED 
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On 23 JanW!ry the daily dLAS warned or renewed enemy interest in Hue, 't/ 

as indicated by the current ci.isposition of Communist units in rn;_ 'I'T:-l. 

Hq; rn'.. TTH had rr.oved 10 kilor::eters closer to due by 20 JanuRry. Cor.i.r:mni-

cat.ions activity of i-lq, i·:l, TTH was low during the period 21-22 January; con-

veraely, the Forward Llement was extre:·.ely active in coa"1unications on those 

two days, suggesting a further move by :--!q, >D:. TTH. 'i'he Forward :i<:lement 

and PAVN 6th Regiment eler:1ents rem2.ined in the Hue rrea. .,.. 

3/0/STY/F..20-68 23 Jnnur:ry 1968 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Tactical cctivity wc>.s light in H.1 : TTH during January. On 7 Jp_nuary, 

t.he 802nd :Oc'..ttalion led other .enemy e2.cments in an nttack on Phu Loe, 

flhich was defended by a co::i.p2.ny of the 1 /5th 10egilll.ent, USMC, and several 

USHC/?opular r'orce 0ombined Action Platoons. Allied casualties were 4 7 Y.IA 

124 ·11IA and several buildings and installations. Enemy losses were 91 

ki'lled. On 1 6 Janue.ry, Phu Loe District Uec1.dquarters wa.s attacked by ele-

ments of the Pt:vl'i 4th ··eeiment nnd 804B Batt;-lion. 

4. 1'.hVN III CTZ 

The raost si;_;nificant developnents in the i\l'.Vll III CTZ prior. to 25 Jan-

uar'y were a steady increase iri intelligence collection by ?-~ elements of 

-
I 
I 

I. 

' ! , 
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I 
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the VC 5th and 9th Divisions, and the emergence of several new comr.mnic<'-

tions controls as rn.2,jor authorities. Intelligence reporting by both 5th 

and 9th Division 111 elenents beg2.n on 6 Janu2.ry, with 5th Division ?-a ele-

ments reporting extensively on southern Bien Eon Province, £\nd 9th Divi-

sion elenents concentrating on northeastern T ... y "inh. 

'lhe 8 January 3£/',S noted that the probable Hq, C95 Reconnaiss fi.nce 

Company had resumed coi:ununications a9tivity with one subordim,te, ,..;hich 

had commenced intellieence col.l e ction c=.ctivities on 6 Jenu<'ry. 'i'he C95 

heconnaissance "'ompany, subordinate to the ···ilitary Intelligence Section 

(.i-il.::>), 9th Division, had not been observec: in communications since 12 

December. Duri~t:; late I~ovember and early Lece,r.per, this unit h?.d collected 

intelligence in support of 9th Di vis ion operations. in the Bu Dop-~;o Cuc 

campaign. 

3/0/sTY/h0?-68 8 January 1968 

Intelligence collection by 9th Division HI eleMents continued during 

January. The 18 January ::> ::-::1,S reviewed several enemy ;u messF-ges trens-

lated by U::>l-f-626 which ind icated extrrae interest in northern Tay Ninh. 

In one mess~ge, the 46th .:5r.pper-l~econnaissance Battalion informed COSVN 
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about a clash · at Ba Chien. COS\,1~ noted in. another nessage tha.t there were 

two U.S batte.lions £:.t ::i2. Chiem, the l.;.th Ba ttcclion, 9th hegjJ-;ient and the 

Jrd bt?.ttalion, 22nd " e~iment. In a dc:ition, C03VI": no t ed , the Jrd 31'.ttc.lion, 

11th Armored i.;avc>.lry i.egiraent 2.nci the 2nd 31:.ttalion, 22nd ··eginent were at 

Soc Con Tran8. The L./9th and the 2/22i1d F.nc 3/22nd :~eei1:1ents are all 25th 

Division elements. The 18 .January a lso revect led that a subordinate 

HI eler:ient hc.d infor;ned its pc, rent hendqu2.rters , the C95 r,:econnr.iss rince 

Company that the II eneny11 was nec,r Jo<; Con Trang. 

The 19 J c.nua ry 01::: · . .3 noteli continuec:. ener:iy interest in this area. 

The C95 •-econna issance' Co1.1pa.ny subordim,te inforr,ed its headqu<'.rters about 

Allied · activity in the :Jau Cham and Ba Chierr,, and referenced a Communist 

!!artillery group" and poss ibly c, heavy weapons unit. The .:>EAJ reminded 

:i,.ts readers . tha t the h6th .3:·. pper-:.:econna issance 1.x~ttr-.lion h.?.ci also re-

ported on this area. 

On 23 January, the SEAS disclosed· that cor.,nunica.tions serving 1{1 

elements subordinc,te to the VC 5th Division had resumed on 29 December. 

Intellieence reporting by 5th Di vision elements beec,n on 6 Je.nuary, .con-

current with the resumption of inte).ligence reportine by VC 9th Division 
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hl elements. 5th Division J,U communications had been virtually inactive ~ : 

i 

since . 12 .:ieptember 1967, reflecting a lull of several months in 5th Divi-

sion offensive operations. 

The .SEf..S noteci. that in an 8 January message, the l-IIS, 5th Division 

had ordered a subordinc, te to report drdly nn rice, transportr,tion 2nd 

manpower. A 10 JDnual"lJ :nessage ordered the subordinrcte to maintain close 

contact with th~ 275th I.egiraent, r-.nd to guide the 271.th 1"egklent to a 

predeterr:iined location. 

On 24 J<'-nuary the S-:J,S noted continued intensive intelligence col-

' lection efforts by VC . 5th Divis:i.on ;,;i subordimtes in southern Dien Hoa. 

5th Division cor.ibat elements were active on 2h 2.nci 25 Jc1.nuary, as both 

the 274th and 275th . 1,.egicnents D.t t,1cked l'opula r Forces c<'.l.1ps c1.nd other 

instHllations. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
J/0/STY/l'..20-68 2,3 JEn 68; 3/0/S'~Y/i'21-68 2Le Jan 68 

ACTIVITY 01'' MAJOR C01-:iMUNICATI0NS CONTh.013 IN III C'i'Z, JANUARY, 196$ 

In January, ;::iIGil)J.' analysts becmne awc1re of the growing importance of 

several communications eroups which had oeen nctivatec. in October 1967. 

One of tliese new groups ; served a new front headquarters in 3inh Long 

Province. 'i'wo others were in Tay l~inh Province, and there were one each in 
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Phuoc long and Llinh Long Provinces. Although scattered information on 

these new groups was pr·esented in the da ily :i:~AS between 10 and 1 5 Janu-

ary, . an NSA report issued 15 Ja:nui.!.ry surn::iarizeci the developr:ient and cur-

rent status of four of tliese headquarters: ...,. ,'J .'4 'l.li J.:/~ 

The first of these controls, loce.ted in northeastern Tay Ninh Pro-

vince, had been active iri conummications with three unidentified subordi:.. 

nates since 3 October 1967. ;:,JGI:·JT evidence strongly indicated that these 

three subordinates were the Pi~Vl'i 7th Division; the Forward Jlemerit, 7th 

I 
Division; ,~nct the FAVl< 101st 1-eginent, 7th Division. 

I 

The second new c9ntrol, loc«tec. in close proxinity to the first, was a 

watch control, c:1.ctive since .20 October 1967. This control numbered r.l:!ong 

its subscribers the FAVN 7th Divi3ion ,,nd its ?orw<'rd ~lement; the VC 27?nd 

ltegiment, .9th Division; .'.!.nd other elements. 1\,;o of these··o ther subscribers 

were also subscribers to the wc>.tch eroups controlled by the VG 9th Divi-

sion and the Hilitary Affairs .-:iection, COSVri (i·fAS COSVN). In mid-December, 

the first and second controls were located within five kiloi:i.eters of e2.ch 

other; by 8 Je.nu2.ry, each had reloca.ted to a !JOSition well inside Tc>y Ninh 

Province, and were still locatec. within a few,kiloJ:1eters of each other. 

The third. ne.jor· control, also first observed on 20 October 1967, was 

located. in Binh Long Province, west-northwest of ll>c Ninh. This :station 
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communicated with thvee subordinates, including t~~ which also comnuni-

cated with the first control. '.i'hcse two subordin2.tes were believed to be 

the PAVH 7th Division's For ward r,lenent .:=. nd 101st l'.eginent. The third 

major subordinate was believed to be the PAVI.J 1.41st Het,;isent, 7th Division. 

The fourth new control was located in ?huoc Long ?rovince, a.nd had 

also been activated on 20 Octob~.r. This station was believed to serve c1 

headquarters element of the VC 5th Division.· . lts two subordinl'.tes were 

belieVed to be the VC 275th :.et,;iment c=.nd the ?j..VJ. .j 88th "'egi rnent. 

Th't~s, of the four new controls, one served c-. detc1.ched eler:1ent of Hq., 

VC 5th Division; one croup, 2. watch control, prob2.bly represented the 

headquarters of a for1:1a tion of higher than division echelon, ine.sr.mch .?..s 

its subscribers included r egi;uent:::. l suborci.im,t es of both the PAVi-l ?th 

and VC 9th Divisions; c=.nd the rer~£,ining two controls were closely asso-

ciated with the ? i,ViJ 7th Division. One of these two controls apparently 

conununicated with the /orward ~lenient, ?AVK 7th Division End t,-:o of its 

regimental suoordimttes, the PAVN 101st ~nd 1l.1st J..egir.1ents. It is in-

teresting to note thc.t the 5 Janu2.ry .:3:Li . .3 reported that the Forward Ele-

ment, PAVl; 7th Division had not cor.mmnic c-:ted with the PJ~VN 1li,1st or 101st 

f.egiment since 30 October ruid 6 I: eceniber 1967, respectively. The Forward 

Element corni:mnicated regularly only with the PAVN 165th ltegiment, ·7th Divi-

- - .. · r 
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sion., the only regimental subordinate of the divis'ion which Wets not a sub-

scriber to the eroup controlled by the thir<l m2,jor new control. 

3/0/dTY/R05-68 5 Jan 68; 2/o/vGijh 10-68 15 January 1968 

crn,nrnNICATIONS P033IBLY 1\J00C IA'.i'l:,D '.!ITH VETE,A;,::;~s::,, COEtlUNI3T HAIN FOEC.S 

UNITS IN lULITA:,:Y l~~GIOllS 1 AND 10. 

'l'he 19 January SEAS noted that the uniclentifieci front headquarters 

in Binh ~ng Province was assuming a, l,0.rger role, as evidenced by attempts 

by Hq, BJ. Front, Hq, :i:-j,; 2 c~nd t!q, l-lE 6 to contact the front. 

The 22 Januar-.1 S3AS noted that the front had n.ctivated its own wacth 

communications group. One subscriber. to this new watch group·was Hq, BJ 

Front. 

-;:- -~t -:~ -::- -:~- -~~- -:r ·H· ~:- -,,- -~~ ~(' -;r -;~ -~-

3/0/~TY/rt17-68 19 Jan 68; 3/0/3'l'Y/L 19-68 22 J2.n 68 

-~:- -;~- ~:.- -~} -;~ -;~- -~~- -;~- -;~- -;:-;{' -;~- ~~ :--~*- -;(' ~( 

INDICATI01JS OF A Gl·,0,ilNG COHHUNICATION.S A.LEET '.)TATU.::i, 23 - 25 JANUJ,:'.Y 

Between 23 and 25 J2.nuary, there were several significant develop--

ments indicative of a possible alert ste.tus for several co:mmunic~tions 

entities within III CTZ. The 23 Jf.nuary S;;:rs noted that the 271 st 

hegiment, 9th Division, which had le.st co1.-.r:iunicated with its pnrent head-

quarters, on 19 i:~overaber, had attempted to call Hq, 9th Di vision· on 20 c:.nd 
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22 January. 'I'he 24 January SEAS revealed that HAS COSVN had sent urgent, 

high priority messages to :-Q, : .. fl. 
.;..L.L. 1, 2, J, 5, 6 and 10 • The 25 Janu;:i,ry 

SEAS revealea that similar r.1.essages he>.& been sent to Hq, 33 Front, and con-

· eluded that this .?.cti vi ty wr-.s possibly relc. ted to irr,?ending ener.iy action. 

The 25 Jc:,:nuary ::iEAS also noted th2.t on 2J Januc>.ry, th'3 Einh Ione Front 

had attempted to contact the VC 5th c,nd 9th Divisions, f,fter beine; inac-

ti ve in cor:ununica tions with -these two com.'112.nds since 20 J\Jovember e.nd 26 

September, respectively. 

3/0/'JTY/h20-68 23 Jan 68; 3/0 1 'T"/' ')1 6" /J l l.k - 0 3 /0 /STY/22-68 

Thus, by 2L. Janur-ry, a grm,.rinc; list of tr2.ditionc1l indic2tions of 

impending hostile activity had 2lre2.dy been observed. Hilit2.ry Intelli-

gence elements were collectine; inforw.a tion in several areas. l:I elements 
serving the PI.Vl~ 1st Division were active near Dak To and ?leiku, in the 

western highlands. Fur thor south, 5th Division ; .I eler:ients were develop

Ph" c,c.. Lo~'j 
:i,ng inforr:iation in southern j,, im, ,;~;;-, P.nd C'JSVL <"-nd 9th Division HI ele-

ments concentrated on norther,stern 'l'&y I:inh l'rovi.YJ.ce. 

The volw,1e of tncticc:.l r.:essc,:,ges was steadily increRsing, particula::--ly 

in H:: 5, where there were frequent references to 11 :·:-T;2y11
• Specific eneny 

targets were discus0ed in attnck plans in Pleiku ?rovince. 
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1-:ajor eneuy units were repositioning throuehout South Vietnam, nnd 

concentrations of ener.1y stntions Here developing in :nc"ny 2.rens, including 

the Kontun-Cr.r.,bodia-TJ:os tri-border 8re2.; the Konturn-?leiku Province bor-

cier area; northen.stern Dnrle.c ?rovince; southern 1:).ursnL :Jam; the Hue ereR; 

and others. 

Commur1icc:.. tions behc?.vior pointed to D.n increasingly evident comnuni-

cations c!.lert status in mc1.ny r,reas. Typical of this behr,vior w2.s the 

increasing number of forward elen~ents cctivc,ted by key ener::y acird.nistr?.-

tive and .cor:1bat forn,Rtions. ln sane arcns, notr-.bly III CTZ, there wa.s a 

significr.nt expansion of the cournunications structure. Urgent rwssr.ges 

were pc,ssed by both COJVi": nnc. :fq, HE 5 to a lerr,e nunbcr of suborc!inr.tes. 

All of the indicators sw:u-:1ariz'ed ,lbov~ he.d proven to be extrer.,ely 

valid portents of rnlljor tr. ctica.l nction by the enemy. The observr,nce of 

a wide variety of these indicetors throuchout Jouth Vietnr,m strongly sug-

gested thc:..t large scLle attF.cks were plann~d in r'wny r:re2.s. 3y 25 J,mur,ry, 

this e.·ccun:,ulation of • .nt;Ih'i' evidence convinced i.iS/, nnd fielct ~nalysts that 

a widespread, coordinated Comr.1unist offehsive was plarme<l for the .ir!rr1ectiate 

future. Accordingly, I·lSA su:&1arized this evictence for oIGII;T consumers in a. 

report issued 25 Janue.ry. 
.._,",.+ 

" 
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1 • · THE 25 .JANUARY REPORT 

The 25 January report reviewed corrr,unications 'cievelopments during 

~ ~ ½5 . . 
· re~ent, weeks, and. concluded Lhnt a coordim1tcd enemy offensive was :ir.uninent: 

"During the pcsst week, 0IGlNT has provided evidence of a 
coordinated att,ick to occur in the ne<'.r · future in several areas 
of 3outh Vietnam. hhile the bulk of JIGDl'l' evidence indicates 
the most critical t,reas to be in the northern h2clf of the coun
try,, there is c~dclitional eviclence that CrnEmnist units in i:a:1 
Bo may also be involved. 'l'he r::2-jor tc1.rc;et arer.s of enemy of
fensive operr.tions include the ,;restern :1ighlancis, the co2str.l 
provinces of JL, 5, and the }~he ..ir•.nh ?.nd !lue ccreas •••• 11 

The report then sw,Jnarized t,he o.vcdlD.ble evidence, a reR by area. l\.s 

evidence that an ;:,ttc;ck in the western highl2.nds of Lontum and ?leiku ?ro-

vinces was irrnninent, it cited the substc-.ntic1.l volu::1e of tc,cticc:.l r.ess[,ces 

passed between a B3 Front 2.uthol'ity anct n 1st Division heaciqu<'-rters ele-

ment since 16 Jcmuc:.ry. These messages clet2.iled ener:w battle plnns in· 

Pleiku Province, f.nd referenced "N-Day". Further evidence of enemy in-

tentions in the highlands was 'rurnisheci. by the developncnt of two concen-

trations of enemy troops, one in Pleiku c1ncl the other in southwest Kontur,1. 

Turning to the coastal provinces of EL 5; the report noted th2t: 

11 .:>lGII;T inciicatcs thc:,t eleuents o.£' the ?AVN 2nd Division 
and Hq, hr. 5 currently loc2.teci in the Quang :Yam-Queng 'fin Pro
vince border c.re[, are in en 2.tt2ck posture." The possible 2nd 
Division Forward ,~leri,ent h&s been midnt2ining tacticc1.l control 
over the division's three regr:1ents since 31 Dccenber, D pro
cedure indicE-tive in the past of Vietnamese Co:nmunist offen
sives. Additional).y, tho ?AVN 21st Legiment, ?AVN 2nd Division 
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r 

was locrttcd on 22 Jcnuary, 9 lon southwest of Tam Ky city:· .... Col;;.'' 
J.uterc.l infor:r.c:,tion indict.tes that c1n attP.ck by eler.i.ents of the 
21st hegi.nent is i:runinent in the area. 

In Binh Dinh Province, cornmunici:,tions activity indicr-.tes 
that the PAVI': Jrd Division n,cy he rcpositioninc;. r'inally, 1·e
cent information sugeests the.t :lq, HL 5 iir,in force Unit Con
trol has activc:ted forward tactice.l elenents in the treas of 
the 2nd and Jrd Divisions. ~ctivation of such elements has, 
in the pRst, preceded offensive operations •••• 11 

The report also ref erencec. 1~:cssc-.ges passed by Groun 41,, which JJlen-

tioned 11 N-Da.y1 • 1\s noted eE,rlicr, l!I'-J-Dc:y" mess,"ce;es were pronincnt in 

B3 Front co1:11-nunicfitions as He l l. 

The report t~en notec.-i. the deployment of the ?A'../L 812th ;·.cgi.-:1ent 

to a position well south of Loute 9, on the ~:uang ~'ri-Thue. Thien Pro-

vince border, and reviewed the buildup of eneir,y forces nec: r :-Iue. 

Next, the report considered evidence of impending enemy nctivity 

in the III CTZ, Although references to a coorciinP-tec b2.ttle yilc1.n ·were not 

observed, in contrn.st to frequent references to such a plan in ~-T. 5 com-

munications, the sum total of recent activity in III CTZ strongly indi-

ca.ted that the r,neuy offensive would involve Corrr.mnist units in several 

areas of III CTZ. ·-rhe re:;,ort noted thi',t in the T,1.y J inh-binh .l.ong l?ro-

vince area, recent activity wE,s highlighted by the reslnption of corr.r.mni-

cations between Hq, VC 9th Division c.nd, its subordinate regi,;1emts on 19 
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January, after a silence dating buc~ to late November. :iI eler..ents ser-

J 
I ving the 9th Division had restuned intellit:;ence reporting on 6 Jnnm· .. ry, and 

had been gathering information on Allfod installations in the Tay I·;inh;la 

Binh long area. In addition, the VC L,6th Japper-.: :econnc>iss2nce Battalion 

. had. been :providing its superior, :-:I s , GOSVN with info:r:1ation on the scime 

area. 
In southern Phuoc Long Province, 5th Division ?{I elements had resw:1ed 

communications activity on 29 Dece:-:1bcr, 2.ftcr J!10re th;:m three months of 

virtual silence. Intelligence collection by 5th Division !:I ele1,,ents com-

menced on 6 January. In ctcld.ition, a 5th Division he<'-dquc>,rters element hMl 

{ emerged in the t5huoc lone-Long Khanh i?rovince 2.re2 in Jc1nuery, nnd was ap-

p..1.rently exercisini:; control over the VC ?.?5th ;;nc. PJ-..V?! P,8th ~~eeiments. 

In the l.iien Ho2 -Lone · ;1.11c.'cnh Province 2.rea , ele::ient,, 1!: ;'.Li , IL. 1 j_nc.i-

cated possible ener:1y: activity uga.inst Allied inst,,.llP.tions. One r:i.essq;e 

referenced the cove r ciesigrwtor of the 1st Eattc1lion, · 1!C ).7lcth :(egir:ient . 

Finally, the report cited the expF-nciine role of the J inhT..ong Front, 

and unusual uessage activity oetween CO:SV1i c1.nd ,:q, 

and BJ Front. 

2/0/VCl·r/r'.32~68 25 JanuRry 1968 
! 

) _ ..... ....; 
;.·,J. ~ 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 10 

COO,d)INATir1 VIE'i'WJ i;:;.:.;::,; co;u:U.NIJ'f OFJ?i~r;..;rv.E :C.:VIlkJJCED IE SOUTH VI1"'TN.1UI 
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During the renRining few cic1ys pr~ceding the O!Jening of the Tet Offen-

sive, ,::iIGH;T evidence contirme(: to provic.e evic~ence · of E. widespread enerc;:,' 

drive. The renc.incler of this section will review these s·IGI!':T indicc>.tions 

of the im?ending attacks, area by area, concluding with the inforr:w.tion 

presented on 29 Jr,nuary, i:amedia tely ;)rior to the launching of Tet ctttncks 

in the i\;.iVl1 11 CTZ. 

2~ liILITALY l,SGIOi! 5 25-29 Jt. : :T.hI~Y 

a. PAVN B3 f;·:ONT (l!.E:JTE.id-r !UG!{L'U:D3) 

'fhe 26 Je.1nue.1y 0.: .. 0 noted · th"- t the ]J Front heac:qunrters r,uthorit;:,r in 

-southwestern Kontum ctnd the :);\',frJ 1st Livisio'n heE,dqtwrters eler:-,ent in the 

Pleiku_;Cc,mbociic:c border c,re2. were continuini:; to discuss pre:)2-rations for 

enemy offensive operci.tions in the c:. re,~. In 2.dc!ition, 1st Division HI ele-

ments continued their intelligence collection nctivities near Drk To. 

On 27 January, r,;3A issuec\ the first follow-up to the 25 JenmJry mes-

sage which h&d detailed inc.icf,tions of a coordinated enemy offensive. 

This follow-up report cited n,ess2.ees exchanged between the B3 Front au!,hority 

and the 1st Division eleruent, stF.tinG that: 

1'Throueh at least 27 J,snuary, SIGE:T has ·continued topro
vide evidenc.e of an i.a,pencling Vietn2.::1ese Comnunist offensive, 
particulcirly in the western highlcnc,s c'..rea. Two messc1.ges ·were 
passed by the probable Hq, UJ }'ront authority to a !")robr,b.le 
Pi.. Vl; 1st Di vision elenent in western :?leiku i-rovince reporting 
on the reinforcing of the 1st Division element and on the move
ment of that elenent to a new position •• ~ ." 
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In addition, the report continued, an unidentified B3Front element 

in northeastern rleiku ?rovince h2d referenced 11 i:-D2i' in a r:iessage, 

which also mentioned recoilless rifle and B-40 ,rocket fire in support of 

enemy attacks, and the preparation of f'irine positions. The report 

concluded t .ha t: 

"While ,the locale of this pc.rticulci.r att<".ck is not specified, 
it would r.ppear likely to be pl&nneci f or arePs of northec?.stern 
Pleiku Province, judging by the location of the elel"lent trans
mitting the messagej Th2.t locatio:1, moreover, is not far fror'.l a 
concentration of BJ Front elements in the ?leiku-Kontum Province 
border area to the northeast of Pleiku city." 

2/0/VCH/R.36-68 272009'!, Jc?.nua ry 1968 FOILO',;-up lWiB ~L Oi.:E TO 2/0/VCi•/i '-32-68 

On 28 Jcmu.?.ry, !' !;:if,. reported that the FAVU 1st liivision eler:i.ent had 

indicated in a message to the BJ Front ·authority thc?.t it had crossed the 
. . I 

river on 27 January, and was 11 makint; conbat readiness preparations and are 

preparing dry provisions so thnt we can move the troops in on 28 Jnnuary'. 

.2/0/VCH/H37~68 281615Z FOLLOW-VB i.:UlliEL: 2 TO 2/e/vcn/EJ2-68 

A report issued by N.:3A later th.?.t day indicated that the river crossed 

by the lst Division element was apparently the Ton Le Son, .which forms the 

border between Pleiku Province <';nd Ccunbodia. ThB t report c!lso reviewed 

message activity beyween 11IS,, PAVN 1st Division and a subordinate 1'11 ele-

l : 
: . 
i 

l' 

1: 
j , 
i I 
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ment between 24 e.nd 26 January. These messages indicated that a. movenent 
/ 

of enemy troops ,rnd artillery wr..s unc:.erw<".y. In a 21, Janu,,ry message, the 

subordinate infom,ed :-rrs, 1st Divisio:::1 that it \'ms undertc1.kine a six de;r 

r.,.a.rch. A 26 Januz..ry message from this elenent referen~eci difficulties 

in effecting a river crossing. 

2/0/VCH/H38-68 281902Z January 1968 FOLLOW-UP N1i. J TO 2/o/vcE/::32-68 

Still later on 28 J,,nuary, UoA reported thc>.t r, 2E5 JEnuc1ry mess2ge 

· passed by HIS 1st Division t'o the subordin2te ele1:1ent had pinpointed the 

date for an attuck as the night of 29-:-30 January. /... ::i.ess<1ge indicated that 

the i.t tack is to co: u:ience 11 as soon <',s possible", but no later thc>.n 0030 

hours (GOLF) on 30 Jc>.nuary. The 1·,I.:3 identi,fied the target as 11 B3 11 , and 

noted that. a friendly unit h2.d arrived at11 B6u. The lil element w&s ordered 

; 

to initiate co1.1munications with this unit_ Ji11I:1~,<;ti&~~~ 'fh;;'_ subordina.te HI. 
' ~- J . . ...... ·1'"' • . · ; ., . ,, 

element was informed th2.t the friendly units would enter 11 B3 11
• • (the t~rget 

area) at 0200 hours (GOLF) on 30 Jccnuilry. 
I 

2/0/VCE/H40-68 2800J8Z J&nuary 1968 FOLIJXIU? :E'. 5 TO 2/0/VC}l./\32-68 
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Apparently, the pl2..n of attack was for the tc>rr,et c1.re~. (33) to he 

·.~ 

attacked with a preliminary bnrrage cornncncint; 0030 hours .. on the night of 

29-.30 January. itt 0200 hours, the t.; round ass.sult wc:.s ~;cheduled to com-

mence. This was th.e first concrete indication th2t attacks would tc'!.ke 

place dur:1:ne Tet in the ~,es tern highlands, and, c1..s inc.ii cc. tect, this warning 

+- ..\-. 
was passeci to consur:iers, the day before the schec.uJ.eci , t tc:cks. It is c,lso 

worthy of note th,tt the ',,hite i~ouse Has included on distj·ibutior! fo:r this 

report and subseque~t follow-up r eports to the origina l mess?.ge warninc of 

a coordin2.ted ofi'ensive. 

The 28 J2.nuf'.ry J/l,J note ci th2.t the 1st Division elcr;ient hc1.c: reported 

to the BJ i-'ront authority thf.t J..llied c,rtillcry ,rnci heliconters hr·.d been 

shelling and bombing in the vicinity of Chu Bn c-.nJ Chu !:got, two 1\lliecJ 

positions. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
J/O/JTY/r2/.v-68 28 J?.nm\ry 1968 

On 29 ..:anuary, r.;Ji, reported tha t tc1ctico..l messages exch,i.nged between ' 
I 
I 
I 

I 
the BJ Front authority and the 1st Division heftdquGrters element on 28 J,mu,•ry '' 

had discussed att<'.ck plans in v:este rn ?leiku .?rovince.· The BJ Front au-

thority had ordered: 11 Be resource!ul at P4 and F8 and at Le Thanh reear-..., V 
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ding . the two mission: * stay close to the enemy and strike the corrunandos 

( who corne out to search; and .to- ageressively fire ,~t ]_ow-flying 2.ircraft. 11 

' i . 

The 1st Division eleu,ent reparte e.: to. the EJ Front t,uthority the.t Allied 

artillery fire in the Chu Do. r:.rea had been het'.vy the preceding night. 

2/o/VCH/;,41 ... 68 2905322 Januc:.ry 1968 F(')LL01.i-U? i f: 6 TO 2/0/VCli/L32-68 

On 29 J2.nuary, i·:SA also reported thc1.t r,11 four suborrlinntes of the 

HI.::>, PAVN 1st Livision were now in the western 1:ontum r'rovince-Crunbodia 

border area. 'l'he r·eport referenced recent ness<'ges which indicated close 

enemy surveillance of Tan Canh l,irfielct, near 1;£~k To, and the road beh:een 

Tan Canh c.nd r:ontum city, and concluded th2.t: 

"Thus, :ilGH.;1 continues to in,:icate c-.t ler.st two ir:lpen
ding offensives in the western hi[:;hlcinc.s E,re2.: the ?leiku .Pro
vince and western :C:ontw-:, i:trea. Lessr;.ees of 16 nnc. 2l. J<'nu~ry 
passed fro:n a P/LV!; ;_;3 ?ront authority t o a ;-,rob;,.ble element 
of the Hq, · Pi·,Vll 1st Li vision suu;e::,ted c] :)l<",n for i sirnult2.
neous attE:.ck in the Dak 'l'o r,rea of l~ontwr, ? rovince, the ?leiku 
city and western ?leiku ? l'ovince a r ea, &nc: the ?hu Bon-uE.rl2.c 
Province icrea. 11 

* * * * * " * * * * * * * * * 
2/o/vcH/w;2.-68 2921472 Janu2.ry 1968 FOLLOW-UP l':R 7 TO 2/o/vc:VL32-68 

On 29 JF.nuary, NSA reported that two 29 Janur~ry messages from the 

·BJ Front authority to the 1st Livisioh i-!q element haq provided detniled 
,,/: 
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instructions for attacks in western Pleiku Province • . . One t .essege, pci.ssed at 

00352 on .29 JCJ.nuar.r, haci order.ed: "be cctreful And rr.c::.intain vigilance. • •• 

when ••. the attc1.ck is finished, r:iove in gr?.dually. If you st,w close, 

then .you wj,.11 not come und¢r air and artillery attack.· 2. Where is the 

eneny •• at Chu ~a... Annihilate them elenent hy eler:ient. . Be sure to 

. 
reconnoiter in the direction of Chu l,a, ccnd ~-rhen they cone out to senrch 

the river anµ your crossing r,:n:1t. ti 

A later nessage, tr2.nsrni ttecl c~ t 0820Z, 29 J2nur,r7, ordered: 11 

11 1. You ii.re to report the enemy situation in your areas: 
Chu !~got, Chu l.ia, and the river hnnk. 2. :f,winr; net to study 
yciur reports we esti.l:1F.te that there nre no 105s at Chu RP c1.t c:ll. 
It is possible th~rt c:ll they will do is brine 1 ?5s up to Sune =,e 
and fire theu. J. If Chu lia has 105s 100;: for cert;.in then it 
vrill be necessary to investib.[ftte one encnw ~),.>.ttn.lion there and, 
therefore, you cor:1r2.des will have to .conc:uct reconnc:,isse.nce, st;c·y 
closej t.!.nd slip appro.xi.J1atcly one squnci into Chu Y.r2.m. T2ke pre
cautions agrdnst their cond. uctin[; c1 se,,.rch ,cs · c:. decoy for a with
draw to Le Th,,nh. lf the ener.;y is rer.lly at Chu ~if. then stop enct 
block .?.nd destroy them thcoueh numerous sur,.11 and seT)r:rate c1.tt2.cks. 
4.. If the ener:iy actually searches in lni·ee nunbers then this is 
trenencious. Try in every w:,y to bog · them down. • •• 1t 

2/g/VC2·f/l'J+3-68 292J20L'. Januc,~·y 1963 FOLLCY,f-UP 1:: . 8 TO 2/0/VCli/.32-68 

The accompanying Iitc~p indicates that eneny elenents were prob2.bly 

contemplatinG an attr,ck on Due Co. The positions r,.entioned in the two 

messages are within & ten kilo:i;e ter radius of the Allied Special ?orces 

cam.p at L·uc Co:, which has 9een a continuine focus of enemy interest in 

the area. 
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d::0tS for 29 January reviewed tncticl'.l r:iessages of recent dnys, a.nd 

concluded that co1:1rfiunic;:c, tions scrvini:; P/.Vi'-: 1st I;i vision 111 ele!'tents con-

tinued to reflect 2n ir:.pendinr; ofl'ensive in vrestern Kontum Province. 

The S.2JI..:> noted that messages exch2.nr;ed 28 Januc.ry betv,een the Eilitary 

Intellieence 0ection (,-;I;:;), P,;Vl; 1st Li vision and c. subordimte '-'T ele:1ent 

south of Dak To ((>:I Z ,; 1 on accompanying L?.p)) inc:ic2.ted the.t the subor-

dinate was scheduled to launch an attack av.inst a tareet. nreit designated 
.- ' ""---~'-'" "' l-1""~\ !! ,~';, __ f __ :r;:-

as b3. As noted ee.rlier, this was the c=.ttF.ck scheduled to begin at 0030 

hours GOLF on 30 January. 

A second subordirta.te of ~·il.::5 , 1st Division (JlD; ,/2) reloc,,. ted rpproxi-

r.iately 31. kilometers between 1/, ,,nci 28 J,,mwry, anci HFS now northwest of 

Dak To. A third, (l UL f.'3) locc1ted on the Cnnbodic::-KontUI'l bordeY- on 27 

Janw.ry, reported a 17 January ongat;enent with Allied troo!)s while enroute . 

. to 11 E2 11 , to tr;-,nsfer res!)Or.Gioility to 11 ;~2 11
• 

11 E11 is the ste.nc:ard Viet-

namese Communist desiemction for reeinent. 

The .fourth subordinccte of 2:1.::>, 1st Division (LIE 1,:1) '\'ms locc:.tecl due 

west of Dak 'i'o, anci hE.d be:en reporting on 11 ',:orksite 1811 
( (Ben Het Fire 

The 3&\:J also dre..; ,,ttention to the use of letter:..digit cor:i.bin"tions 



Doc ID: 6632219                                      Doc Ref ID: A6632218

... ill 

• Ml'( 1·\ l 

·.L,P.0.5 

• i'i::, i= •· o 11 t- H '1- 1) v ; h , 
), 5 -., <-; ...... 

1Sl IYi'6 I~(\.- fl~)• 
).. 5·3r ;, 

AT,AtlC. PL ~"-'S . ·1 tJ . \(o NTU M 

le .I.; J,.' ,,, 

, o~~ To 

• 16 "" c °' !I\ h n F 

• M\( rt-j 
1. l.: .) •.• '('\ 

kON'TI.JM 

7)\Sc.us.s 

P R.ov, N ct:,.. 



Doc ID: 6632219                                      Doc Ref ID: A6632218

- ~ . . . . -~-
'~ . . , . •. ·' .. \. ,.,~; . 

·• ; .... : ~-,· 

.. ~ .• . .... ·: . . . · .. ... . _JRINE,·· 
.I . 

. :.., ·~ : 

. ___ ..... 

.. •• 'i;,,_ .. , 

. ~:-:,\\~:. _},'.-

:; f ~t~)Ji.i:·:~t '.' 

~fii~;tR>{tA}': : tf ~ hi fA)1' .J'. : It tc. L, C,f A;:r(.(·' 7:"cd ,ft ~ 
. ,:--;~?;~:itkA- ·,,:· -SO·rJ'1ff- o F , .· 'l1A;'•,V :'~f-'.'i:l{9 .d1' ,;;L:P/_.:f :t 

J'tt\~:,,l:-)::,;- :-_,~·::·i> ·:_,._:i .: :.: . '·, . -· ' . . . .· · ., ' J 

':tt-'f\N·tfAfl.'f :· I q,·,:g :'.· '' -~ ·-· 

·"~it~~i~'\ii;tt~~f H~(:$E~~: ft~C 



Doc ID: 6632219                                      Doc Ref ID: A6632218

\ 

as tarc:et references. /,.s noted earlier, the 33 Front .authority he.d used 

the desienators "?L;. 11 and 11 H111 in discus:::;ine c.tt,1 ck plrns in "?leiku Pro-

vince. i~AVIl 1st Division 111 ele:,:ients hc:i.d referenced 11 331! anci 11 B6 11 in con-

ne.ction with attack plans in wcste:rn Konturr,. 1\nd, in ·:u,,n[ :;1;;.:n :1rovince, 

target designators II A 1" e.nc "A~" hc1.d been observed. The ,·!iC',es pread use 

of such tr:q;et designc:.tors p·ovidec:. further indicr.tions of 2.. coordinf tee. 

offensive. 

The .::i.ci3 also indicr>.teci that ~n- eneny thre«.t W<'S clevelopin~ in sou-

thern De.rlat:. by 21. Jccnut.ry, €, ?c,r;ty-.::ssoci<1.tecl stc1.tion •·ihose r.'love:'lents 

have usually oeen in conjunction w:·_th t:-10se i;if the Jrd JFttc-.lion, ?AVi': 33rd 

+r;, southern Darl0c, souther,st of ;5an ;~e 'l'huot. ~ry __ il~~.litJ~-'4 cl re.dio ter

minal associated with the B3 front had mrcde , , s:imiltr reloc~.tion of r.pDroxi-

mately L.8 kiloneters to the east, to a. fiosition south-southwest of i"3,.n i''.e 

Thuot. 

J/0/';:j 'i'Y/lt25--68 29 Jc1.nu,,ry 196g 

b. PAVl: 2;.,T), J]l) AllD. 5TH LTVI310L3.)_ (co;,:::>TAL ?;.ovI:-.ICE.S) ~ 

During the period 25-:29 J ,-.nuary, little c1dditionc,l 31GII:'l' infoma-

' 
tidn was ·derived on the c.ctivities of the ?:·.V?l Jrd r.ivision in Hinh .Dinh 

!/ 
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and the Southern r'ront/PAV:-I 5th I:ivision in Phu Yen E,nd Khanh Hoa Provin-

ces. The 26 Janua.ry j ~·,J,::.i observed th<'t r:. concentrF . . ion of 3rd I:ivision 

.- combc:.t elements h,'!.c. c.evelope(; r:long the J inh ::·: inh cor:.s t in the Jong Son 

and Phu Ly are2.s • 

.., -,, 

J/G/:;!;T'!./~·2,J-68 26 J,,nm,. ry 1968 

A sicnificant c:u.1oun~ of inforL:r:.tion be .. '.~ing on ,·.ctivities of the ?J.V: : 

2nd Division in ,1u2.ng i;rt1n 2. nd .-:u<.nt; 'J.'in i' rovinces \·:P-.s received. durine this 

period. On 28 Ji:.nu,,ry, j;.jf: r eported tJv.t tHo unidentified e le:r.ents in 

Quang .Nan ?rovince h2c. discusseci I)l<',ns 11 for an ?!-J;,c1.y ettr,ck". In a 27 

January message, the control cle:-:-,ent hnd t.old one of its two subordinates: 

"It is no lonecr necessF.ry to att;:.ck the heE .. dquc1.rters of 
the 51st Lcgi;:1ent. Concentr,.te on prep2ring A2 for Rn L-Dry 
attack, and ,,fter th,,t, J,1. Att2ck the heulqu2rters of the 
51st :.egiment only ,·is n l:-,st resort <lnd if you ~re rble to 
carry out the ob~ectives for your unit". 

HesscJ.ges exchanged by these two eler:ients c:iuring the period 11-?.0 

0 -f '~outh Vietnar:1ese Field -Police r,nd January had discussed activities .., 

t C
,nd refcrencec~ the r.,E.intcnLnce of three J...hVl-: 51 st ; .egir,1ent e lernen s, 

,.-.. , .... 
82 mr:i :nort,,rs. 

2/0/VCH/RJ 9-68 1968 l,,o· 1.~JJJ·.-,·-u ·1, "''111. ·4 "'1G 2/o/vc,:/:J?.-68 282120Z ,i2.mw.ry · - M 

I 
l 



Doc ID: 6632219                                      Doc Ref ID: A6632218

As indicated e,crlier, the ohservc1.nce of tnrcet clesi'gnc'.tors "f1" c'!nc:. 

11 A2" in Quang Nam irovince, when couple,i. with references to II Pl,n e nc1 11 ?B11 

in Pleiku 2nd f!EJ" tnd 11 I,611 in :,ontu::t ,.;,,.s ful't,hcr evidence ot: ?. pl;,.rn1ec:, 

coordinc'.ted offensive . 

As noted e['..:;:-licr, c1. me~;srcge ;' lC:,ssc< by ::IS, ~1I. ' i; 1s t DJ.vision im:ice.teci 

that e.n ci.ttack ,·:ouk st2.rt at r:jy <"t 0030 hours GCE.:F' on the nicht of 7- 9-

JO ,:,,m.!E-.ry. On 28 J2.nuc::.ry, {.3J·. noteci th<'.t r-. connunic:-,tions r·. lert was 

scheduled for iirrple1:,entation in the corst?.l provinces on 29 J<".nw: ry, r.nd 

concluded thr,t offensive opert tions mi 13ht · c6,r1nence on th;i.t cir te: 

11 lcecent JIGEIT infor;,:,,tion inc.l icr,tes t hr.t 11 1:- L2.y 11 of the 
impenc:ing Vietnm:1ese Co;.Jwnist ofj\ nsive oper.::,tion in ;}; 5 ••• 
may co:nrnence on 29 Janu~,r::,r or short J.y t hr.re,: fter. On 27 Jpn
U<".ry, rliessc.ces of the ;{q, lil·. 5 :~2.in /orce Unit ~ontrol in
structed vario.us ,.1ilita.:::y SU(Jordirn,tes oper;:.tint; in the coas
tal province ,1rea of the region, including: :1q , i'! ,V'( 2nd encl 
Jrd Divisions; the probc:ble P,q_,_2nd nivision For,,;.;, rd ~lenent; 
Hq, PAVN 2 1st "'egiraerit, 2nd Division; ;:nd !Iq:;, Lear Jervices, · 
Group l+l+, to COJiJ 1ence co,.rnunic,\ tions on additionr.l schedules 
with ;-rq, ill,'. 5 be6inning on 29 J2.nu<'- ry. Cor:iraunic2tions nlerts 
of this nature hi',ve been notcc. in the :x,st ?rior to Vietna
mese Co,ili'aunist offensive orie r o. tions. .Since the recipients 
of these instruction incluclerl l.!cijor :.'lilit;:;.ry units oper;; ting 
in ciifferent Pr ee.s of the coast2.l provi:ices of ::r 5, it is 
possible that the indic;:,,ted cor.:rnmicttions r:lert is to occur 
just prior to ·or on the fripendint; 11 ::-D,.y" r.1.entioncd in rec ent 
L:, 5 cor:u~1unict. tions. 11 

· 2/0/VCH/h37-68 281615Z Jr,nue ry 1968 c'OLLCY.·:-U? L . 2 TO 2/0/vCli/I,J?..-68 
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0fJ..S for 28 anc. 29 Janun~/ continued. to reflect ,.1ovenents and Drena- .,,, () 

/" 
rations for move::ient· by 2nd Divis i on eleraent s. ::0. j or r:--,oves were under-

taken by the Pi',VI; Jrd ,.egil.1ent anc: the / on.:n. r d ~~lement, 2nd Division. 

In addition, Hq, 2nd J:ivision r-. nd t he 2nd VC ['.nd ?. 1st rtv:; :,.e t:; j},ients 

indicated tha t they v:c"·e rbout t o nove. 

-
-;~- -:~ -~i"" -;r . -;~- ~~ -::- ~~- {~- -: ;;.. ~~- -::- ~:- ~~- .. :~- . 

3/0/STY/21.-68 28 Jen 6e ; 3/0/t/!:Y/L?.5-68 29 Jr,n 68 

Thus, by 29 Jr·.nu2ry, sicnifi c<", nt inion v tion concerning the :inpen-

ding eneny offensive h<'.d oecn deve2.opcd c.nd. reporte;1. fo r t he == ·'. 5 rre2 .• 

There was evic e;nce in t.t lea.s t th·o .:~recs t h,:, t r.tta cks were scheduled to 

commence on 29 Jn:-mEll7, (~'J.rine 'l'ct . I n Eontl;;-1 .__,r ovince , f)AVr 1st Livi-

sion l1I element_s hr,d c~ i s cuss ec: c:.n r.thck sclrn'.."'.uled. t o co:nence. i,t 0030 

hours GOLF on the night of ?.9-30 ch,nur,.ry. ln t!le coast<'.. l nrovinces, P 

general coi:-.ir.unicat ions alert \!r-.s s chedule~: fo r :inpil:.e; ,en tc1 tion on 29 Jc> nu-

ary. In the µ ,st, s uch ;,lerts hr.ve be, ,n instituted :i.Jt;0,edfr.tely pre-

ceding major hostile r ctivity oy the uni ts involved . The sco!)e of the 

alert, which involveci. ct t lenst :rq, C~roup l.li <''-Dd the ?.nd rnd 3rd :::•ivisions, 

indicated that the offensive Hould be widespre,,d. :'i nr. lly, plans for 

attacks in western J-: optum anci. ? leiku Frovirices ;:.nd in C;u.:ing Nrun had been 
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discussed in detail, rnd there were frequent references to letter-digit 

target designators in t.hese areas. All infornat:.on pointed to <', c9ord.i-

nated attack in ;rr1. 5, scheduled to co;JV:1ence on the night of 29-30 ~Tpnuary. 

3. ARVN III Mm IV co;,p,:; J.J·:&iS, 25-29 JJ.NUf,ltY 

flthough there was relcctively little ndttitionnl SIGH.IT in.fornr.tion 

•'. 
available on the southern are2.s of jouth "iictm,m, ci.s cor.-i'Jared with the 

wealth of infor;J<'.tion r,icrivcd· on i·cr'. 5 durin13 the -:;criod, there were 

·several sienificant develo;:x1ents. · The 2g Jr.nua ry ::3:,;\S revealed thnt the 

VC 9th Division, which h~,d resuneci r,1.dio co::J;nunicr:tions with its subor-

dinf,te regiments on 19 Jc1 . .:1ut1ry, had been !)<1-ssine ttctical messnees to the 

· vc 27_1 st i,eg_i:,ent since 25 J anu2.ry, sucees tin1:; thFt the 27 1 st LeeiEent was 

scheduled for et·.rly tc:ctic;:d_ e:nployr.:ent • 

.:3:i:;Aj for 29 Jr.nunry noted that COJV;.'J wr,s continuing to pxchange ur-

gent · r.1essc?.ges with several r.:2.jor ena;-:y headquarters, including l-lq, L:;_ 2; 

Hq., VC 5th Division; and ,:q, k: 10. Lc.ny of these r:essages bore the 

instructions "decrypt inmec.iately". In Pdciition, the !:IS, Dinh Long r'ront 

had moved 30 kilonetcrs south, to ,,,rnst ccntr.'."·.l Jinh !..ong oehrnrm 19 And ?.6 

January. On th, .. t d2te, the HIS, Dinh Long lrori.t reestc,blished corrnunicc:-
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tions with the l·iilitciry Intelligence Burea.u, COSVN for the first ti.me in 

more them a month. Finally, the s::.;;,s rcoted thr,t ltlternc>te Hq, 11:i. 2 con-

tinueci in extreaely high ness c::.ge volu:ne , pP.rticul<'crly Hith the 1Iy Tho 

Provincfol Unit a nd the VG 261st ;j2tta lion, both in western Dinh Tuong. 

J/o/~TY/r25-68. 29 January'.; 1968 
IIi·-~Th'T ATTACKS . ·" ,~- ~ft$' ·. ·-,'f.., 

· · . . Cs~& .. 
i,s had been fndic c=?. t eci b y ::i IGii-:T i nfor mr,tion, t he ener~y Tet Offensive ...__ . 

('~ 
vw.s launched in the ea rly rnorninG hours of JO Jenu;i ry. ·.iith few excep-

tiohs, rctte'.cks on this initial ci,iy of t he offensive were confine<l to the 

( / AhVN II Corps e.rea. The follov1ing r:'.e.y, Tet 2.ttr.cks were lr,unched in I, 

II and. IV 8TZ. Although collateral holdings on the COlY',position of the 

eneny forces which took p2.rt in varj_ous ntte.. cks differ, this section will 

~i "-\.~ -r-
attempt to provide · some indice.t ion of the ene::iy uni t s involved. 

A ARVN II COEPS AHZA 

3ecause the Tet attacks co:r.m.enced throughout II Corps one ctc1y prior 

to attacks elsewhere, the organization of this section differs fton the 

organization of the pre-Tet r nd post-Tet periods. In those, the ?AVH 2nd 

I 

Division nrec>. of Quang Quang Tin and ·~uang :·;g?. i ?rovinces is tree.ted ' i 

i ,.. . 

as part of Vietnamese Corr;rr,unist l·lilltar,y' llegion 5, since normally-, P-cti-

1~ · 
~ · 
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vities of the ?/ Vi: 2nd Division Hre more closely related to activities 

of other eneny .formations in ;:~t 5. However, inasmuch ;,_s the Tet attacks 

in· the 2nd Division area did not cor:,mence on JO J~u.1u;i.ry, but were l,mnched 

on 31 January, in connection with a ttE.cks elsm·rhere in the H.VN I Corps 

area, this section dealing_ with the 'fet atta cks will treat the 2nd Divi-

sion area as pa.rt of 1 Corps. 

1. PAVN B3 FRONT AREA ( PI3Ii\u, KOETUX AED Di'.HL'•.c) 

On t;he night of 29-30 January, ?leiku city ,,ras attacked by the VC 

407th and 408th Sapper ba ttalion;l; the VC H-15 Local Force (IF) Bcittalion; 

.---
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and a battalion of the PAVI(·95B Legiment. The city was secured by Allied 

forces by the end of the day. Leportect casualties ,.,.ere: Friendly- 7 KIA 

and 22 wrn. Enemy~ 1 61. KL\ c~nd 94 weapons. 

:ilserrhere in Pleiku Province, small attacks were conducted Rgainst 

various Allied installations, and _the c.istrict er.pita.ls of Le Thanh and 

Le Trune were 2.ttc-.cked. Lneny clements involved in these 2.ttacks inclucieci., 

according to collateral, }'J,.v; .. j 95B Legiment elenents; the 200th VC i\rtil-

lery Battalion_; and unidentified elcfaents. 

During the next few cic1,ys, the 1st Division headqua.rters element in 

the Pleiku-Ca"::bodia porder c',r ca. continued to keep the 33 Front authority 

infomed on tactic&l c. ctivity in the Chu Ba-Jue Co c1ree. . Ori 31 January, 

· 1wA reviewed e. message passed by the 1st Div_ision hectdqu2.rters element 

at 145JZ:, .30 Jcinu2.ry. The 1:tessr.ge indicE,ted th?.t enerr.y clenents had occu-

pied positions at Chu Ba c:.nd Chu ;\got, and were receiving fire from Allied 

artillery at .sung Le, and stated tha t: 11 to1,1orrow, '\-·:e i·,ill send forces to 

probe the su;-:units of ·chu r:cot and Chu B2. to deternine the enemy situ2.tion 

and :t:o open fire <'.n the encr;1y mort<".rs 11
• DurinG this tr<1. ns;nission, A:mF 

located the 1st !Ji vision Hq eleJ:ent in uestern Pleiku, jus.t 1.3 kilometers 

from Puc Co. 

\ 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
·2/0/VCll/P.48-68 J11637Z J;: .. nue.ry 1968 FOLLU.i-U? :;f. 11 TO 2/0/VCi;/LJ'?-68 

On 1 February, f~SA reviewed further ness;c:13e f,ctivi ty by this Hq ele-

ment which inctic~_teci that it had come under fir:~ fro;:i f,llicd e.rtillery <'.t 

Jung Le. The . 1st Division Er1 elenent also informed the EJ Front c:.uthority 

that ,Ulied. L_;uns hui fire:i 0::1 Chu iigot, ts Hell. The l!q ulerrent inc:icated 

that Allied L19s and helico~'vers 1-;ere circling the ;:,rer, , ,,nd S;)ecul<'.ted 

thnt Allied corn,,ndoes 1::ic;ht be ;,ro;1pcc: ctt Chu lJ,;. (urine the ni,c:;ht. In 

ad'dition, the 1st Di vis ion i:a element re ;)orted th2.t li-52s hc>.d nade t,-ro 

passes over the Chu . br" r.rec,. J.n ;:, l,.tcr iless?ge, the ] J :'ront c>.uthority 

directed the 1st ::::.vision hecdqu:.rters ele::1ent to ::iove int6. the Chu .• nun 

and Chu Yc:.m e..rec:,s in order t o l:ecp trc1.ck of .i,llied ,,cti vity. 

2/0/VCL/1;_5J-68 010736 Februr:ry 1968 FJ2:.,I..i.T,l-U i1 ii:. 1 l~ TD ?./O/VCl;/1,32-68 

;;· " -,,- " -; ' -;~- -,i- -; ~- " -;~ 

This E.ctivity ,,}J;lc,,reci t o bo ciircctcci c:t :'1·e:J<1.r·in[; f or , .n , .tt;:.ck 

against Due Co. :.: .Dr' infor;:,rtion indic2.tec: th:,t by 1 /ebruary, the 1 st 

Division i!q element hc-.c: ::t6vcd <'. few kilo~::etcrs closer to T uc Co, fnd 1-.',,S 

now just ten kilo;.1eters from the post. l ts nel: locP-tion plc.ced it in the 

77 

----
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midst of the Chu U2..-Grm l,igot-Chu hrf:m ,trea, where fiehting was tr,!-dng 

place bet.ween i1llied troops and unidentified ene.':ly elements under the 

direction of the 1st [i vision ;-10 elene nt •. 

.. 

In .i:~ontUJ:1 .Province, -::ontun city w2.s att2.cked b3r the FX,n! 2li,th l.e6i-

ment and the VC JOli,th Lr' ,i<Ltklion on the nic.ht of 29-30 J:tn'LJ....,_ry. , " i,, ightinc 

in the city continued. for four dc:ys oefore · t _ encr.w uni ·s were driven out of 

_ ~d Cl,vcC'(lrl[; .orcc _osv n rc::iorted 625 the city with her.v:r losses. ,...,,.,e ···,. '+- ~ ' • f' 1 -i. 

killed in the b;:~ t tle · t'or· u • ' nDDvWr:.,• 

On 30 Janur.ry, Tun Canh was tr.ttacked hy mortar fire, and the ensuing 

fires razed t,-10-t,hmrds of the city. :~lscwherc in Eo:-itun ?rovince, ele-

ments of the r ecently-c1rriveci F;'cV:: 40th ,\rtillery :,ccinent shelled .Allied 

installations. 

The JO Janu2.ry .:i i~.u.S sugGested thr·.t the 2;:n-: J2nd : :.egir.ent ' WM taking 

part in \'et attacks. On 29 J,muc:..ry, the '.-il.J.3 noted, the i-;1::.;, ?Aini 1st 

Division had inforr:·,ed a suborc:iir.2~te south of Deck '.Co the- t "Rn element of 

,-K5 will also control iJJ with yout 1
• r~5, the 3.:J .. J notec., is 2. cover desir;-

nator for the 5th ;jattr.lion, J2nd Legi::ient. On JO '-T;,,nue.ry, the HIS had 
! 

instructeci its suborciim1te to II contact K5 to determine the enemy situa- f 
I' 
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tion" and to "go ahead and strike if the enemy is still theretl. 

The 31 Januz.ry 0JJ noted that the i:IS, 1st Division hnd instructed 

this subordinc,te to 11 strike ,·iith deter::1ination11 if there wore a.ircr;.,ft 

or artillery e.ctivity in the vicinity of 33. 'i'he suborc.inr::te elenent we.s 

ordered to take precautio.l)s ltf;ctinst firing on Co::rrnunist troops "as the 

ene.:iy withdraws 11 , <illd to coordim.te orders from higher echelons·· with its 

. o\'m observations a nd estir.,ates, in order to 11 brine off r, f a ultless strike 

against the ene;ny 1 •• " 

3/0/'3TY/h26-6'd 30 Jnnuary 1968; 3/0/::iTY/:27-68 31 J<'.nur,ry 1968 

* * " W * " ~ * ~ U * * * K * 

This sr,r.1e eler.1ent he.cl been ordered to 2.ttc1ck the tari::;ct areci., BJ, no 

later than 0030 hours GOLF on 30 Jimuary. This suggests that the nrea of 

concern for this element was not Dak To, where nn P.ttr,ck wc>.s not launched 

until -1 Februc>.ry, by.t r~ontum city, uhere r. fierce bP.ttle r aged from 30 

January until 3 iebrut,ry. This was further suggested ;.;hen a new ~ ~I ele-

ment was activr,ted on 31 Jr,nucJry to re!)Ort on the :;2.k To c=,rea. In ?ddi-

tion, 17hth Let;ir.,ent elements took ljc:rt in the r.s:w ult on DP.k To. The ;: 

' 174th Leeiment 1s bc>.ttalions r,re numbered 1., 2 2nd J, wheree.s the :::essage 

activity between the :-a~ £.nd its subordinr.te he.d referencec. "K5 11 - ?. 5th 

Battalion. As indic<?.ter,, the 32nd heg:iJnent has a 5th Battalion. Eowever, 
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the 32nd l..eg:i.rr,ent renained in the Ca.r.1bodi2.-,·restern Eontmn border c1.rec1. 

between 29 c:md 31 Janµ2.ry, .. .-ell away fron 1:ontum city, the cipp?.rent icen-

tity of tareet designator 11 ]J11
• :!m-rever, the 2/,th i,.egirnent, ;;hich re;ior-

tedly was the ~'l~V:·i regi:.:ent involved in the assr,.ult on i~ontw::i. city, also 

~t ~ 
has a 5th Battalion, stron6ly suec,es~ the.t the i:-:.es sFee activity between 

the EI.::,, 1st I.1 i:dsion ?.nd its ::mbordim,te Here refer~mcing the 5th BRt-

talion, 24th 1 -eeinent, in connection with the nssEult on KontUi':l. city. 

The apparent equation of ll bJ 11 to ~:ontur.1 city suc,::csts th,,t ''P611 ,-ras 

D&k To. As indic2.ted :,rcviousl~r, other references to ener.1y tc\rt;ct desi6-

nators were noted in l->leiku Province, where one r::essA[;e rliscussed "?h, P8 

and Le .The.nh11 • The three n:ajor enerr,y ass2,ults in ?leiku ?rovince were de-

livered against ?leiku city, Le Trung End Le Than:1, suggesting that 11 P411 

was Pleiku, and If l-'811 w,;.s I.,e Trunr,. Desi0m,.tors "A 111 2nd ~ A2" in ~u;ing 1c2m 

Province 1,,ay have been Dam.:.ng, rockctecl on JO .Jam.12,ry, Pnd Hoi An, the rro-

vincial.capital. 

By 31 Janunry, Ad)F informr.tion was refle~ting the presence of the 

I 
' 

I 
I . 

l 
l 
!· 
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PAVN 32nd, 66th and 174th Lcg:i.ments, within t,ri. r.rea between 10 P-nd 20 k:i.1-

. ometers west of Da.k Io. However, coll2ter<'.l :beports :ind:ia·.te thf t the 1 

February assaults Ega:i.nst Dak To and 'I'an Ca.nh Airfield were conductecl by 

174th ,.egiment eler;1ents only • 

.:3IGIIJT conta ined some reflections of the c1.ttc.ck on Dek To E~nd Tnn 

Ganh 1,irfield. On FebruE,ry, i' '.0A reported th2.t the ?·:Is, 1st Division 

had ordered a subordinate loc,'. ted northi·:est of D,,k To to ,i complete the 

cor:ibat r:ri.ssion ~r.1cditely' anc. join other CorrJ,au1ist ele1-.ents a.t Ngoc Tu. 

In mess·nges of ;~9 and J 1 Janu,,ry, the report continued, l-iIS 1st Division 

had passed raess.:iges , pos:1:i.bly to Jihe suJe suborciint.te c:iscussing ,:,t tc1.ck 

preparations, and referencine "E3"; !)oss.J..bly 3rd b2 ttalion, 17l,th ;.egil~ent. 

2/0/VCh/E54-68 012022i'. Fobrut,ry i 968 fOLLU,:-U? iR 15 'l'O '?../O/VC:/ .J?.-68 

In E-. 12.ter J1:essc.6e on Februrry, the LIJ , h\\~ '. h;t Division o~ctered 

this suborciin2.te to brinG the troops br1ck to receive n nm·: r,ssigru:-:ent 

f::-on 11 Comrc:.de DOI, the ?.ssistc.nt co:i;-1c".nuer of ~he 3rd ·_ .ec:i.ment". 

2/0/VC1·l/i,56~68 020JOhZ Febru,,.ry 1968 FOLID\i-U? FF 17 TO ?/O/VCH/:-J?-68 
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In ~ dci.ition:, the 1 l"ebruary SSJ,3 noted thP..t a new HI element had 

been activated on 31 Janua.ry, [,nd Wets re1')ortint; to ~-:13, 1st Division con-

cerning 1,llied F..ir c2.nd ground transport ,•ctivity :..n the Tan Ct.nh area. 

3/0/STY/128~8 1 Februcsry 1968 

" -'-'· --~' .... ... ,_~ .. , ,;,• -- d~ --•·· •• ~ - u ,, u \, \, 

Hessages ·passed by 1st Division ~-il elements on 2 February continied to 

reflect ene1:1y activity in the Iiak 'i'o-Tnn Cc'.nh ,,re,, . i-l SA reviewed two of 

these in c. J Fcbru;:, ry· report. In one 1:wss,,ec, the >:IJ, 1st Division ~ms 

informed by a subordinecte tha.t the unit h<' .. r. <'rrivecl at 11 :CJ", possibly 

the ,3rd ,.egir,1ent, and hcLd :received its r,ssiem,ent. It wes currently 

moving up to . the "DK" (possibly recoilles·3 · rifle or rocket)elenent subor-

dinate to ;.:;3. This subordinate informed EI~3, 1st Division thf'.t its unit 

and the artillery belonging to l~40 (LOth Artillery l .ef_;irr,ent, · whose ele-

ments took pErt in the 1 Febru;:;.ry 2.tt,•cks) .-rere being served by the sc1me 

15 1watt radio. :'his ;.;1 element, the re port notec1.. , viRS the sr·mc one which 

had been instruu-ted to withirm'l to :.:goc Tu on 
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The other message was !)8-Ssed by the KI element which had er.rlier 

. been ordered to attack "BJ" · (possibly Kontum cit:r), · and now ,-,rs closely con-

nected with 2-ttaci·~s in the T,,n C,,nh .;irec:c. 

I:;lerr.ent, '"Li, 1st Division if there were cny ,'tlliec:. troops at Chon lion, 

south of Tan Canh. The Forwr,rd Llerr.ent l,,ter rc :"lli cl thcit there were none, 

but thc:.t there ,-:ere troops ;_1. t Hill 6L2, northce.st of '~'lin C,mh. 

2/0/VCl{/E62-68 OJ2105Z ?ebruc.ry 1968 FOLL0.1-UP 1-.T, 22 TO 2/o/vc:'ijLJ.?.-68, . 

In Darlac, the najor enc1,:::r <'.\ssnult w2.s c.eliverect r.g2.inst J;cn He Thuot. 

The PJ\VI: 33rd hci;:inent joined the VC :C:-301st Loc,,l ?orce :;~ttalion in this 

';;;I -- --

attack. Enemy elei:tents held out in Hr,n Le Thuot fror.1 30 Jc:.nu;,ry .to 3 ?eb-

ruary before beine cirj_vcn iron t he city. :'ricnc:l::,r crsu;-,lties 1·rnre 6? ;-:v. 

and. 139 ill.\; tr1e c.T,t-,.ckers lost c:, reported ?38 :::Iic nnd over 100 Her,pons. 

ALDF inforr:.cctioi1 contrd.nec, reflections of the fiehtinc. SIGii:'i' had 

earlier reported the 1;.o':e of ,. l'r.rty eler,1ent e.ssocic.ted with the Jrcl ]r t-

talion, 33rd i,c~i:.:ent into a n are,', south of kian : ,e 'l'huot, in conjunction 

with ct sinile.r nove executeci by r,n uni( entif::..ed I3J Front elenent. On 31 

January };Ji~ reported that ,cs of JO Jc.mi,n-y, a u;.jor concentration of ene-
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my elements hnd developed in the ir1meclinte vicinity of Ban ;;e Thuot. 

ApproxiP.12. tely thirteen eneuy r2.dio tern:inc· ls '::ere c lus te:rec; in bro s epc'l-

rate areas of concentr,,tion, i.J;Uneci.iE,.teJ.y south r:. nc.i south,,:est of :32.n 

Thuot. 

2/0/VCE/h52-68 3123042 tknuary 1968 ?0110.i-UF i:IT 1) TO 2/0/VCli/1,32-68 

~:fr)\S for 1 ?ebru,,ry re::;ortod th<'.t c. newly-f.ctivr.ted su'oordinFte of 

HI~, dq, BJ Front ,·,L.s loc;;.te'.\ ~ust four kilo:::etcrs f ror, r;,m ; ic Thuot on 

30 J anuar;y. 

J/O/jT'f./28-68 ?eorm,ry 1968 

Llsewhere in Dctrla.c ?rovince, ,;ttr.cr~S were conducted .1•.geinst the Cctpi-

tals of the re;::w.inint; three .districts of Buon :io, l.£1.c 1.'hicn c1.nd Thurm Eieu, 

Collateral sources indicc1.te thr,t the VC !-1-5, fl6th 2.nd 88th IF 112..ttc-lions 

and the VC 381 st tmd 4$1 st · dapper J[;.ttalions were ar.1ong the unit9 involved • 
•.. . ~ .. . ~·--- .,.,~ ~" ~ , . ..... . 

In the southernmost area of the A,,VK I1 Corps area, which include 

Quang Due, Tuyen Due, ;Jinh Thuan, Einh 'lhuP.n and , 1.-?..m 'Cong ?rovinces, two 

provinces were S;:?r.red nc=, jor <'.:ttacks. These were ,::mm5 I:uc t.nd I.cm Dong 

Provinces. In ;\: inh Thu2n Province, <'. small ,·many force, estimP.ted as a 
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local force com.:)[my c:pproxii:.ately 100· strong, c-SSE,ulted the provincic>.l 

capital of Pha.n ,.r.ng. 

Jttte.cks in ':'uyen I:uc <'·nd :i inh ~'l1Uc-n ,.;ere :1ore severe. In Tu;1ren Due, 

the provincial ca:1itr~1 od: D2.lctt w.s attc: .. ckec "oy :,1ajor e2..enents of the 

VC 145th ci.nd 186th : lc•in /orce (Li) ;i,.tklions, which clu.YJ.0 to strong 

points in the city for thre (:; -..re,o,ks. In .iin:i. '.:.'hur.n, tho VC Ut?nd Lr<' 

Battalion · and 840th llF Jattalion c1ttc:ckec! tho provincirtl cc:pitol of 

Phan Lane; .on J1 J ,mun.ry, ;:-.nci held :)u ·ts of the city .for severnJ_ d;,ys . 

Loec,l VC elcnonts .:-~ttc".cked Th,rn GiE·.o ::i,;trict ;teu:quE rtcrs. 

2. i?i-JnJ JJ-.D DIVlJlOli Alfr;J\ (.Glim LEIH) 

In Dinh ;:inh i-'rovincc, . 'fet ; : tt?. C~<s ,·1. _l<so co~1·,·,·encer',• 
w - • , . in t he pred:ci·m 

hours of 30 J.E.nuary. ,·,n·e ,. ,, ~or .... + ~ k 1 · ti 
_ .. "·''J. ~-.., u,,c 1·,ns c, irec cc E:r,ains t the !)rovin-

ciai · c,.pi.tnl of ,-,ui· 1' "'on 'o·u+ f1·" ,,n,-; 1 -, fo"~- 8 1 - · .._, " 
,; , .. ' V ~ -'- " ·"-'-..) ,_ " ~" .C-ec:.rec. vne Clt,y by 

nir-htfHll. · I ' .. + . .. • n 
o n cl.OCtlulOn, ... lVe 01 the eit:ht (:istrict hec-.cquorters in 

.::.linh Dinh ~·rovince were at tc:ckeci. .' 1 1 ~ · ··~-'- 1ive wore coPstr,l districts; 

the C"tJ1·t-1s 01' t' t' · t · ,. · ; . <-. . c. ne . n~ee in erior ,:1str1cts ,·:ere not b · t SU JCC: ed to 

attac~ •. 
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· Althouth JlGElT reflected the presence of ,tll three ree;ir.iente.l 

subordina tes of the 3rd l:ivision in co;0.~iUil <'.r e,•s in l,Lte Jr,nue.r.1, 

collaternl sources believJ t h2.t only 18th i et_;i ::ient clenents were in-

. valved in Tet <'-tta cks . 'i'he 2nd v...-, --cginent nad been drrr,r,~ed in s eve:rnl 

engE.ge1:1erits dur ine; Dece1:1be r u1c1 Jt,nu,:;. ry, and t he :'i-,VX 22nd :-~eg:i.Jn.ent 

had suffered s evere losses on the :-:ong 3on ? l c,in i n r ec e:.1'::ler. The 

18th :.eginent hc,d been :1envily engr-. t:;ec ncAr ?hu 1>t on 23 tind 2t J ;:, n-

uc.ry, but took part in 'J.' e t att2.ck" cl es pite t.he severe l osses it had 

t II" t..J,,4J 

taken.V' 

Collaterc.l s ources ho l (i the VC J 6th 2.nd 36:J ;.:; : , ;)!)82' ;~r ttalions 

and the VC E 210th LF ;iatt,, ~ion v.s t he L,tj or V-'.:, units i-:hich j oined 

18th Eer;inent e1euents in t hese c'.tt 2.cks . 

In the :Southern /ront/P/,VL 5th I.: ivision Hrea, s ever , .l major attc1.cks 

took pkce on JO J a nut,ry. In ?hu Yen, the provincfol cr,pital of Tuy 

Hoa and the district ccipital of Hieu Xong .were ntt;:. cked on 30 Jpnu;,.ry. 

]ile.uents of the ?A.V2-l 95th l.eeinent joined the, VC 30th i '.:' :~2ttalion and 

. the VG 85th ~ttalion in these assaults. On J1 J enu<'ry, the 5th 3 t.t-

talion, 1-'AVN 95th ~~c i:;irrlent r,ttE.ck:ed Tuy . Hoa Eorth ;\ir_field, and. lost 

over 200 killed. Allied losses were 21~ lGA and 97 ',;JA in this clash. 
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In Khanh Hoc?. ?rovince., major f,ttacks were delivered ngninst Nha 

Tr~ng, the ? rovincial cr. pital, c?.nd the district capitals t:inh Hoa and 

Cam Lam. The 7th Batte.lion, PAVi.; 18E !.ee:L>11ent wc>.s reportedly involved 

in the attack on I~ha 'i'rang. i'.:nemy elements remained in i;ha Trc>.ng for 

s.everal days .before being forced to rctrec?.t, leaving r:1ore thr,n 200 dead, 

and nearly 100 ;1ec1.pons oehind. r'riendly losses were 54 killed and 95 

wounded. 

Other 18B Leg:inent elements \-;ere reportedly engr1c;ed e.t iiinh Hoa 

Dis,trict Town. 'i'hre.e enemy s2.pper com;1r,nies, the K90th, K9 1 st and 

TS6th, supported the assaults of 183 .. eginent ele;ncnts on iJhn Trang 

and Ninh Hoa. Other enemy ele:aents p,·rticipP.tine in c1ttrcks elsewhere 

.in Khanh i-loa, includinL; the c:.ss.:~ult a~ainst Cr:n h':n, included the T83th 

Sapper Company a nd the PAVU 95th J,.rtillery Battalion, <'ccorciing to c.ol-

lateral sources. 

ff . I . CORPS AF:.EA. 

1. PA~ 2ND DIVISION Al0. (QUANG NAH, QUANG 'i'IN AND QUANG HGAI) 

.. 
With the excc;Jtior:i of a fire attacj,gainst Darumg on the night of 
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29-JO January, ?ET Rttacks in I Gorps did not begin until 31 January, 

i 
a ?ay later thtm attacks .in II Cor;)s. Thus, Allied forces had an extra /\ 

d?,y of warning in th:i..s . arec0 .• 

On 30 Jc=.nu2.ry, N.::.iA reported th2t the L\VN 2nd Division was now er:1-

ploying tactical co1:,uunict,tions: 

1iinfonr.ation recently av2.ila'ole indicates the.t-the '.lq, 
PAVN 2nd Di vision iiapleaented a tccctical comraunica tions plc.n 
on JO January. Corru:mnicr,tions plc:ns of this nature nre nor
rnally 2.ctiv&ted by Vietna ic::,c C01rJ:1uhist ,nilitr.ry units for 
offensive open,tions. I.11 1 tajor- e1e:;1ents of the r:'.vr: 2nd 
Division <'.re currently conceni:.rc:ted in the e2.stern ) u<mg 
l-iar:1-:-:;;uang 'i':i.n ?rovince u·ca. II . .. 
The report then 'ietc-.ilec: the current c.: ispositions of 2nd :;ivision 

elements, a.nd noteJ tht,t several subordinF. tes of GrouD Ul were in the 

same area. 

. 2/0/VCII/U~?-68 302155::'. Janwry 1968 FOU.,(Y.!-U :: Nr. 10 TO 2/0/VCE/l~32-68 

AHDF fixes obtE.ined on the 1st ;jC and Jrc! :~rvN "'ecinents on JO 

January reflectec. D. p2.rallel ;noveiLent 'oy these two units since 28 Janu-

ary. Hoth relocated -r.::-ipro:-::iJ,ir: tely ?0-;25 .kilometers, fro1:1 the ':~ur,ne; 

Nrun""'.'C.lU<':ng Tin border to rJositions in i::lose proxilr.ity to R com::1lex of 

.:,outh Vie.tnm.1ese district headquarters alone the C)unng :J?.m coast. 
\;_ 

That sru:1e d,ay, Ai..DF f.L--x-.ed the l~02nd Se.pper~attalion wit~n 25 kilone-

~ers of Lanang. d~.i',S for 30· January reported t~.t the lm · 5 Fo~,ard 
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Tactical :;:;1enent h.;a· rel oc- ted · · t -, Jo l · 1 · - - c.: ..!.pprox1mf, ezy ~- ::1_01,;eters- from its 

28 January .:xisition in C'_.uc:.ng· Ti"n i-'ro"1·11ce, - "nd a"' 0 .., 0 9 J t -h. 
v , <.. • 0 J. ~- c1.nu2.r;:.r, is 

headquarters wc:.s now in : ~1uc1nr• 1-:w!' iJro· vi· nee, a · · t , 20 k · 1 
• c.:, ··"" 11!)rox11,1r1. e .... y . _ o. _ometers 

from Eoi An, and in:to 2. cluster of eneuy terminnls which now included 

nq, Group 44; 11:, 5 r'on:2rd 'i'c,ctical .~J.e,.tent; :Iq, 2nc: :-ivision ,·.nd i~s 

:Forw&rd .Gle:cent; 1st VG _,,.eginent; c:nd Jrd l'icVi·i :.eg:iJ,1ent. 

~-;o t- ,,,.,y/· ''C: 13 j I ..:>1 J '.r. ) -0 J ,JO J r,nur.ry 1 968 

The, 31 January <',tti'1.cks in .)uang ;:w:-i Province struck T:r:mmg ; r:oi An, 

the provincir:l capital; and the c2pitt.ls of the four c:istricts ,-:hich 

line the ;_:;:wrng il,ui, coast. /,s in the case o f Dinh f: inh :·rovince, the 

four interior c:istrict tovms were not tttackcd . 

D,mang W<',s rocketed and r.:ort2-red sever;-.1 tines :):.· the L,VT'. 3683 

Artillery l·,eg:i.:1ent betv.-een JO J~nur.ry r,nd 3 Februc1ry, <1.nd Allied in-

stallations were [, t tc>-cked by the l;02nd uci pper I3,,_tt2.lion r, nc, the ;",20th 

VC LF Bcittalion. Hoi An ,,.-;c,.s 2.tt::icked by Jrci J..egiment eler.·,ents and the 

V-25 LF Br~ttalion, ,0.ccorc:: ing 1,o collu.ter.s.l. The distric t cupit;:.ls of 

Hoa Vang, Duy Zuyen, i-lieu :foon hnci. ~-:icn l:>n were r,lso 2tt,;. cked. In 

' ~ttA 
addition to local elewents, collateral sources believe that PAVi: 31st 
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t ' :,)".rt in attacks elsewhere in Quang. r;am. heg:i.ment elements .ooK . co. Al-

tho1.1gh dlGLJ'l' indicated t.,at e s •1., .._ h · th 1 t ,,,, "-e
0
a11·,.0 P.nt relocated to the iin.-

+. • th the move of the PAVL 3rd r:1ediate attack ".'rea, in conjunc'(.,,..,\11 w:i. 

. ii 
'·"'hi"ch cti·ct take part in <:r'et .;,ttc1.cks, collc.tcral sources do . :.:egiment, ,. 

not list the 1st VG J,.ee:i.ment as h£~ving ;x,rtic:i.p;:tted in these attacks. 

t th(-.t 1· t v:c:s held in reserve, to follow Its .position strongly sugges s 

up the attacks, or counter Allied reaction forces • 

.. ~;;r-~c;:; >" u 

In Qw,~ng 'fin Province,· the on~ major assr,ult wa.s conducted 

against the provincfal Cctp:i.U:l, TD.m 1:y, on .31 J,,nur.ry. As imiic2ted 

by its· l~te JE.nue.ry relocation to the 'l'r,n Ly c1rea, Pl:vr: 21st >egiment 

elements took pert in this ,,ttc:ck. In ,,dclition, colkterc1l indicated 

that o. newly-forned ::.2u,ane 'i'in i'rovinci<'-l Force, con[)oeed of the VC 70th, 

72nd and 74th Ll' llattalions were involved in the ,,ttack on Tti;r. Ky, as 

were scattered local VG clements. 1..:ner:1y forces Here pushed out of ?m:i 

Ky with he[LYy losses- 2B2 dead anci over 100 ,·:er,1)0:-is, as cor::parcd with 

Allied losses of J killed a,nci 56 wouncied. 

In Quang Ngc.i, the southerneost province of I Corps, Hhere both 

, 
PAV!J 2nd and .3rd Divis ion elenents hr.ve opera tee., the n:ost signifi-

cant atte.ck was launchect ngRinst :~;Uc',ng ;:g.;,i city on 31 JanuariJ. All 

major VC units in -~uang Lgni Province reportedly took part in this 

f 

I 

Ir 

ii 
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/O/lt 

attack. The VC or02.nized these elements into b·ro nm·: re;;imentr 1 for-

t~cily formed i'ror.1 the VC 405th and (06th J,,.rire r Ea.ttr:lions; the 107th 

JJ; l.mttalion; and the 120th ~-.ontr.gnf:.rd Ba:ttalion., The VC J 8th, h8th 

and 81 st LF Ja. t ta.lions weni re;Jortedly or[;t:nized into the J7.8th VC 

h.egi.ment. Preliminary cc,sualty tote.ls listec: ;\J.liec. (:e2.cl Rt 51, with 

an additional 1h0 ,mundcd. '~'he encr.(f' forc e wis b<' <Uy hurt, losing 

642 killed, ctccording to rirelinine.ry .ficures , c;nd leaving 190 indi-

vi.dual weapons r.nct 42 cre',:-scrved wetq,ons on the battlef~eld. : evised 

figures l,.ter es ti::,,. tecl enemy losses ,·s ov,~r 800 in the r.ssc1.ult on 
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Quang i;gai city. In addition to th.is ,tssl'~ult, other loce.l VG forces . 

( in Quang l·;gai ?rovince &ttr.ckeci four district tmms; Son 'I'inh, 1;0 f:uc, 

lJghia Ho.nh and Jinh Jon • 

.::iIGINT had rE;vea.led little infon:ation on eneny plr.ns in Quang 

Ngai l-'rovir1ce prior 'to .the 2.tkck. The chief indicator of forthcoming 

attacks was the c.eveloor:1ent of r,. concentr2tion of enemy elenents in a.n 

areB. a pprox:irr.a tely 20 kilor:ieters west of ·:iuang Iigai city by 2 9 J e.nu-

ary. Ald)F reports inciicated tb,,t the .. uang 1~£,,i 1·rovincircl Unit; 

a subordinc:.te of the lU: 5 t'rovincial Unit eontrol; ,md t'i·ro subordi-

nates of ;~ear .Services, (;roup h4 v:ere involveci.. 

2 --. T1'H ( 1u·1·G T. I ,,.,, ·r·1u· r·>•;·.·, .. ·, • i',.1·~ i E ·, , ·· . ld,iJ ; , A l!~ 

In Quang Tri frovince, c:,ttr1cks commencer! on 31 J,;nuc>.ry. Ar;c•,in, 

the her.viest attack v:c:.s directecl egccircst the provincinl cn?itr,l, '.':;u,ng 

'L'ri city. ~len:ents of the f'J .. 'J;, 812th ,,egim.ent ,.nd 2t lec:.st two bat-

talions of the P/cVli 5th ··egirr,ent reportedly took part in this ;ot tack. 

SIGINT had reflected the move of the c)12th ,.egiment from the ir~n1edi2te 

DHZ area to a position on the •:}u,mi; Tri-Thur, Thien :·r .. ,vince borifor by 
+ 

20 Janur.ry, f.pproxiJ;mtely 20 kilometers south-southwest of r~ue.ng Tri 

city. As of the tv,e of the collr.teral estimete, friendly ~MU.?.lties 
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were unknown; enemy casualties were reported as 868 killed. In <'.deli-

tion, the enemy abandoned nenrl;'f 200 indiviciu;:,l and 36 crew served ,-:e,\-

pons. 

Elsewhere in quang Tri Province, the district towns of Trieu Phong 
"' ·- - -· . 

1':.ai Linh, C~ Lo and Hai Lang were attack~d. ~lenents of the 7th Bflt-

talion, .PAVli 29th 1-eg:iJ1ent reportedly attacked :-.r,i V.ni; on 1 February. 

en 2 February, PAVI: elements, reportedly fron the 270th Inc:ependent 

hegiJr,ent or the 27th Jndependent :Jatklion lost 111 killed c>.t Cain 19, 

anp on 5 February, a?AVi'~ elenents ;:,ttackcd 'i'rieu ? hong. Coll::.terc>.l 

estiJnates suggest Ui~1 t over 6,000 eneny troops were cor.cr.itted to 'i'et 

attacks in :;;m,ng 'i'ri :'rovince, which, if vnlid, fr.r exceecs the num-

ber believed corru'Tii t tee. in any other province. Pleiku i1:rovince, .,;here 

collateral esti;,w.tes thc:. t l,500-5000 ene1:1y sokiers i•iere encaeed, is 

closest to ) u~ng Tri in calla teral esti::1,·.tes of the size of the ener:w 

force engaged in Tet c'. tti'sCKS. 

The f.tost devr,stating r,tt2.cx: in the northern provinces wc;,s lc,unched 

against Hue on 31 Jc>.nuary ~ Other rn,jor c:.ttc:,cks in '1'hu?, Thien Province 

· included the assault of Phu Loe District lie,,dqun.rters hy elenents of 

the 1 VC : 801 .. th ijattalion., 4th ;.,egiment, ~d the mortf;ring of Phu B,'.i. 
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JJrior t6 the attEck On Hue., SIGII:T had indicated a clustering of 

enemy :raciio ten,inals in the Eue r.re,, , as noted er.r lier. By'.29 Je.nua:ry, 

Forward .;:;1er:1ent, 1 · r.•'P,i w r ·th· .. 
ut ....._, e e Wl I ln 2. •,1·!0 kiloneter radius, approxi-

tnately 15 kilorneters from l1ue. 

On 31 January, el 0 ' ·.1ents of ,.l,""" · '"" w., 1J:\1lN 1;.th, 6th anci 29th :.eeiments, 

with the _hue Jctpper Battalion, and other loc? l units, "tt~ k d · · "'.n'"l 
,. c:C e , nUe " " 

occupied. l;:;.rge sections of the ci· ty. , . ., · 1ney released 2500 prisoners 

from the city ja.il, 2.nd b .. r1edic,tely conscri!)ter\ e.t least 500 of tho:r,. 

, .. 
:ii;ner:1y e·lements stubbornly cluni to portions of the city before beine 

driven c.cross the river. 'l'hc;:i c~ estroyeC: the oric:go across the ::uonr; 

. hiver, which runs th:c·oucll Uw hec•.rt of ::ue, c:.net eventuo.lly withdrei·r 

to the lm!Jeric.l City. Des ~)itc the insertion of UJ : 'iarines, encr.i.y ele-

ments c.ontinuecl to hold on to. well-prepared :'}Ositions in the cit2.del, 

and the Viet Cone fler; continued to fly over the ln),eri:ol eit:.r. 

·,-:hile US :::urines ctttempted to clec:. r the city, 1st C.::ivr.lry Division 

elerrents attempted t9 prevent reinforce:,v:nts froi;, re[ chin[; the Com-

rnunists. On 3 Febrm,.ry, thr:J 2/1 :-:th C:.wilry' . . er;ir:wnt killed 85 eneny 

troops in e.. ·fire fight nea r ::ue. By 7 febru2.ry, curr,ulr.tive cn.sual-

ties for the liue b,tttle tot2llect 211 Alliec, troops killed P-nd 962 . 

wounded., The eneny force hc).d , l::·cndy lost over 2,000 dead. -
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'.Che 6 .Febru;,ry .i~:J . ..3 2·evealed th?.t since 26 Jr:nuc.>ry, mP.jor enemy 

· elements in 1°Jt TTH !1<'.d oecn usinc; c1 nm: tc:.cticaJ. sicnr.l pl,•n. The ~-, :;,'cs 

noted that usera of this nl,,n includec. the Fon:c.rd ;aonent, :!q, lL TTH; 

-: . 
the Hue Hunicipal Unit; the 1):,v;r 6th 2,nd 9th : eg:inents; ancl probc"hly 

':'he iiue l iunicipr.l Unit; . J"onr2.rc~ ::lei:1ent, ,rnd b-;o 

'unidentifi'ed contj·ol elements were comtn.t.'1.icc:tini::; with Pt lePst 16 

subordin2.tes in this new siern,l pl<'.n. ;~LD? results for ePfly Febru,:ry 

continued to l'eve,,l cc subst,mtial cone en tr,. tion of ene::1y forces in 

the area. 

3/0/;.·i'i'Y/h.32-68 6 FebruP.ry 1968 

C. III COli.P;:i 

Tet attc.cks in the id ·.V~·-I III Corps r:rec1., liree those in the I Corps 

area, did not conrr.wnce W1til 31 J,:nuary. 'i'r1is f/'.Ve /,lliec. cor.-J".'2nders 

/\ 
an extrl:. dc.y of w,t1·nini:;, m1(; en2.bleci the~" to t, ke ;::rec;, utior.,,r;:.r ::1ea-

sures which reduceci the effectiveness of th," ene,.w a.ss,·ults. 

;:5~·.d for JO Jcnu; \ry continued to note 

sages by CO~VIJ. five of tr1esc ,,;ere nddressed to ,:c:, :-J. 6 on ~B J2.nu-

ary, and six to the VC 5th f:·ivision elc:,,ent in Lien ;roe. ?rovince. The 

-· 5th Division elencnt sent eleven :::1essPges to CO'.>Vl': th2t day. 
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J/O/S'i'Y/t.26-68 JO JF.nUF.ry 1968 

In the early r: 01'nin2: i,ours of J1 J cmu,'.17 , 'l'e t i tt,, cks com,:enccd in 

and the l~ien :-ior.-J_,o :-t[.; >i :ih co; 1:-:iJ.ex . I n s ever;c l other nr ovinces, 2.s-

saults were on c:, sa,; l l e r s cc, l c , ~0 nd v:ere c, r r i ed out '.:)rincipc lly by 

local forces. l n 'l'c.y ;·;inh Prov inc e , coll,,t e r r l ho l c: j_ngs i nd _c ;o. t e t hat 

Tay hinh city t nd t h1°ee o f t h•.; four c.istrict c, .pi tFils i.,:e r e brotie;ht 

under n t t,,ck by l oc{, l . f orce cor!,:)t.rues . · In nin:1 ~nc, the nrovincial 

capite.l of :~n Loe 2n6 .;he r er:1:-ii n1n£3 t wo ,li s trict tmms , !_o c i: :inh Fnd 

Chon Thanh were ,, lso assc:.u ltc ,: by locr,l fo rce co:n!JE,nics. I n Phuoc Long 

FrovincE:l, local forces t tt2.ckeci Fhuoc i: inh, the rir o vincic1 l cn ~ital, 

and .iong :de. In Long 1rn, l oc t'. l forc es ,:t t c'c cked Tn n An; the provinciP.l 

capital, and 2en · Luc, one of the si.'<: district to1-ms. In E,;:u lighia, 

loca l forces c?,ttAcked the rirovincinl headqu2-rters, 3 ,d Tr:i.i ci~y, anc. 

two district tov:ns. ln ;3 inh [;uong, b ·10 di s trict hc;:.dqu;:; :rters c[lnc under 

att&ck. In a ll of thes e c\s s aults, no r,,ore tlv a. n 2. f ew hur.d rec cneny 

troops were emi) lo;;;cd_ in rny one ::·wovince. 

-··- ·- ····-··,--, .......... , .................. 
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'l'he tv,6 nktjor ,,ttacks, on Sc>. i[;on 2nd !1ien Hot,, nlso began in the 

predm-m hours of 31 J ;:.nmry. ~~lenents of the 1.rc 267th and 269th 32t-

Tan .ion l:hut fron the north [\nd wc::;t. ·~·he VG 2nd c.r1:i 6th L? 'l:'..tV,1-

ions entered Cholon fro1,: the ·.:e.:,t , a.nci the C10 .i,pper ::,, tteJ.ion ,ssceul-

ted the !1'8Sidential F:.lr: ce and the UJ '.idJ<'. ssy . ~nsevrhcre in Gi~ fainh 

?rovince, Gia Linh city .:- .nd h:o c: :i.strict toi.ms v:ere ;:_ttPckeci . Col]_a-

ter.:i.l sources indic,, t e -i • ..... ~. + 
l, J ir_ . V these ,,tt,,cks 1::e ;:e conducted by the VC D-12th 

and D-11.th U' Ec:,tt,~lions anc; eolenents of t he JOCth : .F !1,ttr:lion, ,,:,,ong 

others. 

Con.current with the att,ck on ,.>,icon, the vr, 5th ;-:ivision ;.tt, .. cked 

Allied installr..tions in the ::.,ien '.!o, ;wcr.. 'i'he 'JC 27hth :.cgir.,ent 

attacked Bien hoc::. ;,irbf.se u1c the 275th ;~eeiI,!ent ,tt,, cked r':::v II Ee;.d-

I 

quarters at Long .oinh, just south of Eien i ioD city. 'i.'hrc,c; cis trict 
I 

capit,sls in b i en i!o2, ? rovincc ; ;ere ,' lso a,tt;:o cljec! . ColJ.,,ter,s l holc!ines 

indicnte that the VC Phu Loi LF Lir.tt2lion; the f.on~ :.J,i ;J' J;:t_t 2lion; 

and the VC 4th LF :3c.ttc,lion i,1ern involved. in these Dt.ta cks. 

Fiehting in deiton continued for severi-,.1 days, but 64_ 5 ? cbru2.ry, 

• 
A!i.VN forces begun cl successful sweep operation while elements of the 
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:US 9th and 25th Ilivision surro:unded the city. Although VC elements 

rem2.ined in the Phu '.i'ho i_;,cetra ck u·c,c E.s l,tte as 2. 1 ?corurry, the f-,!'.~n: 

sweep eliminated the :,1c: jor encny units remr,ining in 02 igon. 

Prior to the ;:ttacks · in the I3ien :[02 cd'Ct' , :.;IGii.JI' h,,d reflected 

a growing concentration of VC 5th Division elei,1ents in 3ien :loa during 

January~ As inciicatec: eP,rlier, by 2L J2.nu,'.ry, 5th f:ivis ion ~,: T 
, , . .L ele-

rnents h,,d shifted their c.re;:: of interest fron ?huo c Lone ;:rovince to 

southern Bien i:oa, and durinG the 1?.st sP.ver;:,.1 of the I7conth, 

5th Division ;:I elements ,.nc: i,l eleuents of i:q , :c·er)orter.: on thr,t 

area. 

Attacks in the Ill CTl continued on ,:nc:. ? /ebruc1r,t . On the 

nieht of 31 Janu,,ry-1 :C'ebrut.ry, lhe VC /,L~5th LF :~2ttcclion atk·.cked 

Ba Lia, the c,·.y:,it,.l of Fhuo c Tuy >rovincc~ .\12.i(-;:"i losses were ?1 i:IA 

and 100 1iL,. Civilian Cc.su; .ltics v:crc 1 (> , • .:. .-. rn :~ JJ~ :IA. The cncr:y 

lost 260 killed. On the ni.c;ht of 1 -2 i-'e':Jru,try, b:o "'ncrny b2tt,,lions 

att<2.cked the provincir.l c,,pit, ,l of Io:1c; Eh,.nh ] rovince , ~·:wi.n J.oc . 

Allied cB,SULlties 1tTcr ,) 17 ldlleri , nd 26 wounc1e~; in ;,c:dition, 2 civilir-ns 

were killed ,,nc. 113 wounciec . '.1.'lv: cnc,w ,, tt, ck force lost 66 killed. 
"It 

<. 

ln Binh Duone :-":covince ,>lCT'i"l' continue,:: to reflect ene!:ty nl;,ns 

for further action aL3tdnst ;cllied br..ses. By lnte Jnnuery, several JiI 
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elements which had been reporting· on fllierl Pct,_'vi'ty i'n .i.• t noruner-s ern 

,,Tay Ninh had cor:rnence~J reporting on .:~llied r cti vi ty in ninh :)uong. 

On JO J c\nuc ... ry, l··~.:.)1~ re_norted ti1,. t ... cone 11t t · f 1 · t , ,: , e r;_, ion o cner:iy e .. er.,en s 

was develo~~l';1 ~1: -~~: 2~~_,,C_:;:2-~n_,!?.:.'~'2.trc.tion f<.rea of Jinh 1~inh Province. 

The report noted Ui,t several 1:w,ior stations were involved. (The refer-

enced designc" tors <',re l:eyeci. to the 2 ccon;,::i.nying m::o !') • : >ny of these h2 c:. 

been described e,,rlier, in the 15 J;_1.,nm:ry rer,,'lrt which hr.c:. cetriled the 

emergence of sevcri.il r.m·r co;:rr;,1.mic,.tions groU!)S in III (' r~~l 1.., l l....J .• (Jep ? 37-LcO; 

map on ? 39). ::itr .. tion "' locrcted in the Binh Duon0-}hnh long /rovince 

border nrea on 23 Jr,rnlr.ry, 1.:r.s the stc:.tion 1Jrobi",bly r.ssoci;,ted ,,,ith the 

?.AV!J 101 st L.eginent, ?th :..:ivision. It cor.:.:,mnic;.ted viith the first i:2.jor 

control (CT 111) ciescribed in the 15 Jr,.nuary :;·e:-1ort. .3t;:;.tion B, loccted 

in the sm,,e ,u•e2 on 18 J,,nm;ry, hul comnmicrtc:: vith (;\) during Jen-

uary. l'his. eler:cent w2.s observed on 20 Janu2.ry requestinr, its control in 

Tay i:inh Vrovince to ::·e1,\y n0ss2.ges to !iq, :;3 Front. .:itr,tion C r::ovect 

frora northern Try ,d.nh to northe2,stern :.inh _;uong between 13 · c.nd 16 

Janu&.ry. This st2tior: cor::r,mnicr,te~l with c'.n unL:entifie:l control in 

. the Birth Duong-Jien iio2_ -'rnvince cTe;'.. .:it,.,tion D w2.s believec: to be 

the PAVN 88th l·.e.:;:inent. Jetween 20 October H)6? ,,nd 10 Jr,nur~J, this 

station communicated i'rith an ole11ent of. the VC 5th Livision Eq ele:1ent 
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in Phuoc Long JJrovince. 'i'his . 5th I~vision Hq element r:,oved southwards 

in early January, c,nd ceased cor:u:111nic2.ti0:r,s r.ctivity '"s of 12 JE.nuc1.ry, 

indicating. thc1t it h,,ci probc:.bly been 1·cunm.teci Hith its rx=.rent he2.de;,u.a.r-

· ters. ~tation i w5,s ,,.n unidentified elenent ,·rhich hc>.c: first appeared 

in early Dece1;:ber 1967 •. 'lhis st2.tion coru-:1.unict.teC: 1-,ith ,,. control 

authority in Tr,y l'linh ?rovince. .:-.,trtion F, which co;rrrr,unicc>.ted with 

A and C, was referredto ns CT ;1/1 in the 15 Jc'.nu;-.ry :·e::,ort. i\ s of 29 

. Janu&.ry, this st2tion w<'-.s loc2tec; in eastern :i'l inh r:uona l'rovince. 

The report r:otec: thc.t several 111 elert1ents ,-rere in the r.rer,, inclu-

ci;uig the C95 .. econn<'.iss"ncEJ Cor,,:x•ny, :'mbcrdirn°ts to ::L3, 9th =)ivision. 

-"- " -; :- •;:- . ,; ·,;- " .. ,,-

The J1 January .s..:;;,;:; l·eflec teC', the nove1,1ent of r,ddit:ione.l unicl e;1-

tified eneray elcnen ts into :>::i. :1:1 Luo~1G Province. ;)_•,;;:> for 1 Fel)rut1ry 

revealed · thc~t on ~S- J,,.nu:::ry, ,J ).iVIi h:v', t .rldrcsscd e. :1ess2ee to its 

subordimi.te 1+6tb ..:;c',:)!)~r- .-.r;iconncu .. ssence ;:,ntt;,lion wh~.::h eJc)ressec inter-

est in Dc>.u 'i'ieng .snd ?nu ,;uong. 'i'lJe El'3Ss,:g c n,cntioned the U..3 Jrct !1rt-

tallion, 22nd 1.e6i1.,ent; the 2nd Satt,,lion, 12th L~g:inent; e.nd r, possi-
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ble 2nd d&ttc..lion, ;~2nd .. ,rt:i.llery .,egi1ilent. 'i'he S~\3 r.oteci thnt t.he 

/ · 3/22nci and the 2/12th were su'oor :lm.nr..te to the 3rd ::lri~<'-oe, US .::?5t:i. 

D1·v·1·s1·on, hec<> .• ~q1LJ_:, __ ,,-'-u=I'e•.:, ," .. '-u T": :·.11 :. -_",. C'l•,~_.• 'l''t'" ?/i'J).,,., r: ·' r-'-i" ,l,·,»·-r · c-.~1·~,.,nt 
• ~, •• - .... _, - • -~. ·- '··-" '· ,,. ,, ..C . L ;S , : . ·'-G-~"" ' 

referenced. by CO:iv"i:, ' · · l t' .,·. ,, .. , 2/?" · ,. .. h pro'.)citL.y ne ,'. . .. •.,, .· . .,.-.nc. .·.ec -

anized lnf2.ntry ,,e6ii;1(:mt, ~.lso r.t Dau \'icng. 

3/0/JTY/1'27-68 31 Jr nu;cry 196(-3; 1/0/ :•,cn,;. '>8-68 _, -V l. j_ .r ~· ~ 1 ?ebru,:\ry 1 968 

On 2 February, I:3;~ rej)or ted thr.t ; ,ilit, :71 inteJlie(mce cornnuni-

cations inciicE.teti that ,in ene:;,y a tt,·ck in the J en C,, t-!.;:.i Ehe a.re,, ha.d 

been planned, but h2.d been prcvente(: by the JiscJE- tch of , ,rnored vehi-

cles from L::ti the. '1'he control cler--.ent revealer\ t,:1;::.t the rresent plan 

was to trap three coral")anies of the U3 1st Division, c=.nd join PA\r.-l 7th 

.,ivision elerr,ents in "reattac:%ing Den c,,.t 11
• \,he LI control ;incl, suhor-

ciine. te were both loca te<.i by .:;: .Ifr' in the i"1l ,C•iiic~ te '. 1en C2.t-::.: i ::he 2.re,,. 

2/0/VC;,!/L58-68 0217,2lfi ?e::iruary 1963 F'OL!.U.i'-U? :.,. 18 TO 2/0/VC} ;/E 3'.'.-68 

On 1 February, eleuents of the VC ???ml mid ?7[3:·(i Jcgirnents, VG 9th 

Division were rer:ortedl)r engc::.em: just I- kilonr:;tcrs fron Fhu Cuong, the 

provinci,.l ca.pit.el <;>f Binh ::.,uong • . ·~'he U.3 ~8th :'.eci::1ent killed .over 300 

of the enemy in this enGP.ge:-nent~ ::iIGmT h,ui lest kentified these 
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/ 

two regiments in the 1',-..y l'-:inh-Jinh Long-Cc•mbodi,, border ere;,. on 23 

J,muary, well north of the 1 Fcbrm,ry e·ncounter. 

On 2 ?ebruary, 1L;,1st l.egir,ent elements c:tt,,ckec: the :,IYI: 1st :>.t-

. talion; 8th 1.egiwent in ;Jinh 1>uo:1g :CTovince. ~)n the night of /.-3 ?eb-

ruary, enemy elenents took UJ bc',se cEc:nps at :;ru ?ienr,, I.;:.i l:he, a.nd 

Cu Chi uncier fire wi :.h • 122 un rockets 2.nc 57 n1 l'(;coilles s rifle fire, 

but no new significc.,nt crounc~ ,·s::F.ults c:cvelopec1 in th,'L t are,,. 

D. IV COi~PS 

Nost ~ttacks in IV CTZ were carried out on the night of 30-31 Jan-

. uary, and as in I and II Cor:os, Jellied cor:i:1Fcnders h<'d ;; d2y 1 s wc>.rning --
after the att,,cks in II ()n8 of the recast cie%.st£:ting <'.ttc1.cks was 

directed ctg,~inst the city of i·.~' ':t.' ho, the ct.pitr, l of !:inh 'i'uong ?rovince. 

The attack was c.arrieci. out ny the VC ~261st abd 263rd lIF :3ettr.lions:,md 

the VG 51hth .:,F Jc1.ttc1.lion. On 28 c.,mi 29 Jcr:un·'h AHDF :,ac. fixed the. 263rd 

and 261st Uatt,-..lions, respective\y, in ,' n t:rea more thc,n JO kilorr.eters 

f:rom Ly Tho. In this .,ttack, civilic>.n casu:-ilties were extrer.,ely hec"vy. 

64 we:re killeu anci 600 .wpundect, ;mC.:. nec:..rly 5,000 civilifn hones were 

· burned doi·m. }.:;neny losses were 1~34 killed. Cai Je and 1~>i I;:.y Pistrict 

-
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. I 

'l'owns were also E.ttr.ckcd :in Lin~1 Tuone. Collateral indicates that the 

D'1'1 hF ;,er;:b:ent and the T.:. .~O?th d? 1lattalion were involved. 

Another· r:1E'. jo r ;:.ttc•.ck wJcs (: eliverect av,inst Ben Tre in Kien Hoa by 

the VC 518th LF Ea ttrslion. Over 150 f... };Vii soldiers ,·ere killed in this 

.assault, and there were 150 civili<',n cas ualties c1.s well. Other ele-

ments of tne 518th n2.tta. lion ;: ,tt2.cked the dis t r ict t m:ns of : :o Cc1y and 

Binh Dd. 

In i~ien ?hon0 .' rovince, "~lements o f t he ;_;;::, 50::.: nc Lt' ~: <'ttc:.lion 

attr,ckeci. C2. o .:.-1.nh ,,nd i~onc; . ,gu. In I V i~TZ , :3 ince fe1: .' JICJ.l'.T r esources 

were aviiil2,ble E.t thtt t ine , 0 l Ca::T r e ve ,,1.ec . .li t tle of the cnem:r offen-

sive. However, ;,,l.)F i n.for . .;-,tion 1::2..s ;:vcil,0 'o :i.. ::: or. scve rc= l tcr.::ina::..c. .:._oc,,-

. ted in Dinh Tuong, Lien ?ho ni_; ,.nc: J:i en l iac· : rovinces, wher e the r:r- jor 

attacks ag2 •. inst Ly '.i.'ho, Len '~'r e ;'.nc-i C.:l o L:,r:h took ;11,·ce. r :.rr' infor-

· uation supplied to corn,w~,ers in t.he 27-29 tT; .m,;:-,ry ;)eriod r ever-_led <'. con-

centrc:.tion of ene:.1y e~e.:,enL, e ;,p ·ox:iJ:w t e1y 35 kilo:-io t ers f!"on ::y Tho, 

consistinc; of the VC ? 61st ,nc: 26Jrcl L<.tt;:lins , uhich took ncrt in t he 

attack; the ;~y Tho h·ovincic'.l Unit; ('_nd ?on ', r c: .·:le?1ent, ;\ ltern<'.te Hq, . ?~; : 2 • 

. AUJ? for 1 Februe.ry no ted s ubstrmt i.;, l :"!oves b:' 'J. c :. v j_ e,•s t h;o of these-

Fl:, Alternc1te Eq, 2 and t he,26 1st Eritlcl:i.on- to ;;ositions 5-7 kilonc-

ters north of 1,y 'i'ho. ,\ ;>pc,rently, ,Utern, •.te :1q, ') 'l:e.s estc'.b-

lished to direct the i~s ~; ,:.ult on I;:l ·rho. .. ... - .... ... . , .•• ~- •..• ,.~· , n,. .. ......... 

,./2..~ l 
I 
I 
I 

l 
i 



Doc ID: 6632219                                      Doc Ref ID: A6632218

... j' ( ., • 
. 1- l .3 .~ ., 

• 3 1 ':?~1-. tL, J.. 11 . :., . .. , \') 

o.: / I , J. '~ :i.\ "' 

xSeV\ Tve. · 
• Re,, i" f E- 1"' u 

J1. 3 ~:. ,, 

t N-~ t'n 'f ft... { 'M f. N1 S IN 1)1111 H i VOr.t( ANl> Surt-1'1 ovN b1N ('{ A rZ ~ f\ i'r T 

-r,mf (:)~ .,;,Al-art AT-rAcK.s AGAt"61 tVJ'r' Tf/o, {!,fN Tl'lf A,,vb CfjoLA~H 

) 



Doc ID: 6632219                                      Doc Ref ID: A6632218
.tlsewhere in IV CT:C:, VC 

I 
LP.in Force c,ncl Locr,l Force bnttalions con-

ducted 2.tt2.cks audncJt i,;.v;; provinci2.1 e.ni r,i istrict tm-:ns. In Go Cong, 

elenents of the VC 5U,:- h ;;;.-:tt,,1i on a nd the J61st Lt' L" ttr ::_ion rttFckerl 

Go Cong city. ln Vi nh .,~nh, the 501 st 'JC L/ ~; r.tt r. lion . . . . 
(1, (, '..J ( . (; ,.\I_:~! I 

Binh, the provincial cq:i t;:-~ l, inc l uc:ing the 

VG 503rd, 505th, and 5?5:-n Lr' Co: ,:,2.nies, and <:lr.;; ,cnts of the '.JC 509th, 

527th and 531st I2 i.l.-. tt,~lions att,,cked Ccr,1; -On[; t: nc! .1.'icµ Ctn I:istrict 

Tmms. In _Vinh ~.Jon1J t-'rovince, . the \lC 857th LF ,~nd. 306th 3,· ttF~lions 

· attaclrnd v'inh l.ont; city, c.tnd eleL,ents of the vc 308t h ~-ic· t t c>. lion 

.assaulted severc,l d i s trict tm:ns. In Chuon,:; '.c'hien, ll)c,: l c:~snents 

D7164 VC Lr' Lk.ttc:.lion, E,nd loc, ,l cler;,ents r.ttackec\ ;:y ::u:re:i _,ncl Thanh 

Tri. In 3<'-c L:.eu, 'Jinh ioi cit:, vms c=tt,c:·:cci by five LF conpr.nies. 

In r'hone Lin, the VC Tay Do :'.. .. F !·-,;tt;-lio.n ,.n,, the JOJrc: I:P rir. tt;-lion 

attacked Can Tho, t he p:r·ovin-cfal The 309th 
._ ~ ... 
J L.. ~;,tt.?.lion 

and loc2.l eler.1ents 2.ttr.ckcc:. thre e; :l istr·ic "v tm,:ns. In Lien Cic,nc , fatch 

Gia was 2.ssaulted by eleu ents of the ·,re; U i:inh 10 L? :3<'.ttc: lion, and 

other elements of tlw.t unit atti.icked ;;<, 'l'ien ;;..nd I:icn 1\n. C'.1Pu Phu, 

the provincial cc>.pital of Che u Loe, •..,·2.s overrun by the VC 512th IF 

Battalion, and Jm Phu ,:.nd Tri Ton were r-.ttacked by the YC 510th ahd 
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511 th LF 3att.:1.lion-::;. In An Xuyen, ·;2u2.n long city wr::.s P.ttnckec. hy the 

I ' 

. VC U Linh 11 LF ::'.a.ttE.lion, 2.nc C2. i Hoc w2.s 2ss , ultec: by the ::e1·, J06th 

· vc LF 13<'.tt.:1.lion. ln J:ien 'fuone, the 267th VC ;;r l3r. tt::J.ion r.tt2.cked 



Doc ID: 6632219                                      Doc Ref ID: A6632218

( 

I t \,, 

··· -------

110 

I 

.,; .. --,~--. 



Doc ID: 6632219                                      Doc Ref ID: A6632218

~ 
Hoc nao, c:..nd in Jc. Dec,· LF' conr,c.nied tissaulted 0 a. Dec city, Vue '.:on, 

/ 
I 

anci I,uc Th,~nh. 

By the end of the first fe·,r c.:ays of / coruc..ry, the Tet Offensive 

wa~ J.nr[;ely over, c.:.lthou,sh fi e1·ce fic htinc . ontinuec: in Hue, 2.nd 

mop-up action in Jei[;or., b2.n 1 ,e '1.'huot, c:tm; other ,, rcz,s. H<D:wevr: r, 

exclusive of the continuin6 ,·.ction in those treas , new 2.ttcccks de-

livered n.fter the .first i'c~·r d,.y::, in Feorur.ry c,·nnoL be consic! ercd 

part of the 1 et Offensive . :.urine the fir::; t few clr;:,•s of r'cbru~,ry, 

jJGBIT r eve2.led nu:.lerous ene;:1y ~)J..2.ns to fo llow up the Tet ,itte.cks 

with nm·1 a.ss,rnlts, _prjJ,'l~rily by ~:cy units ,-.-hich h,,d not been con"':litted 

in the first wave . i,s noted, in sor:10 cc:1.ses, these . ,,ttecks were c:eli-

elements ,;nd the firefight oeh:een 272nd e.m; 2 73rd ; ei::;::iJ~,ent elenents 

and the U.::i 28th ,~egiment ne,,r i:))m Cuonc . !Imiever , q:i,Pctrently, the 

enemy did not f ee l thc.:.t conditions wo.rr11nteci the cor:..':li t,1i::mt of his 

forces nga inst ::1d.jo:r Allied br,se cml y:is, c:.nd n os t of these <'ttr:c!< plP ns 

were aborted. :fowevcr, eneray units rc:,1E :>..nee ~:o:i.s ec: _;_·or e.tt2.ck; throuch 

much 01 Febru~ry, rently to take ,.civc:mtt:.ge of ,.ny opportunities c2.used 

by the disruption wreaked by the '.i.'et Offensive. 

i 
I 
I 

I 
f 

I 
' 

I 
! 
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During the first severDl dc,ys of February, 33 f'ront elenents con-

tinued to express extrer:,e interest · in f. llied ?Ositions in the f_rec'!., ,,s 

they soueht "'-n opporttU1ity to follow U'.) their Tet LttE,cks. There 't-!ere 

strong indic[;.tions that a nm-r phrsc of tc,ctic.?.l <' ctivity .. ras scheduled 

for i.mpler,1entation in cc,r ly .t"'ebru;,rJ •. On 1 ?,/)rw, ry, ::Jr 1-mrnecl of 

another phase of the ener.,~,r offensive, possibly scheduled to commence on 

3 r'ebruary. Ti'1e report recE-.lled an 8 Jr_nu;,ry :wssci ,ce hetHeen two U.'1i-

dentifieci ene::iy clements Hhich htd referred to 11 ~-l ?lus l~11 r,ctivities, 

and ~ lr,te Jc-,,nu,.ry :,wssage pc,sseci by the ?;._v;, 1st Division Eq element 

which had referenced a plan scheduleci to begin no lc:ter th2.n 28 Janu-

ary and end no lc,ter th,m 2 Februa.ry. 

2/0/VCil/h55-68 01211? Febrm,ry 1968 i'OLLO',;-U P ttt'· .. 
1-~ ... ., 16 ':i'O 2/o/vc1rjrJ2-68 

3BAS for h Februciry reflec½ed continued enemy interest in the 

Dak To-Can T;;.nh &rea; A newly-t;ctiw,ted suoorci.in,,te of the HI.:3, 1st 

Division, located in the ~k To ftrea, conti..,uect to report extensively 
. ¾._,..,~ ... /4.h. ., . ~, __ 

on Allied convoy activity in the Tan Cc.nh area. 

I 
I 
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SEI,S · for 6 .r'cbruar.r revealed that on 5 Februa?"J, this i1I elenent 

had reportec~ to l-:IJ, 1st Division that it hai been hit h~., c1. 3-52 strike 

on 4 FebruE.riJ, 'J.'he eler:,ent reported that it had suffe::'ed three killed, 

and that its ounkers had colJ.,i'.fjsed. 

• ,,, 

J/O/JTY/,J0-68 4 r'ebrun!'v 1968 3/0/.·'/{'!./; .32-68 6 ?ebruc:ry 1968 

Durine the next sover2l ciays, r.:c: .. jor ;33 r·~,ont con:,at elenents re-

mained nc&r h:ey t&ri~ets. in the E;re2 . The 32nd, 66th anc 17Hh ;,egi-

w.ents were ner,r V,.k '~'0; the 2tth Hegiment w,,.s nec1r "'ontu.il; the 95B 

i:eeiment 2.nti other elci.tents were close to. ?leiku city; anc. the .J<'.rlac 

.Provinci;,l Unit; ele1:ients of the 3Jrd :. eci ment; ,:nc. c. BJ Front liq 

elernerit i·rcre t:1rei, tenini_; 1lc":n ; .e ·J.}rnot. f:u1·ini:; this perj_oci, 3I(~Ii:T 

product continueci to r eference uner,:y plAhs to shell i,lliec: nositions, 

notably Dak '.i.'o nnd Le Thc1.nh. 'I'hc n,,.jor ent3t.[;e~1ent of this period 

was the attr.ck on the ;\; ,;'!Ii L.2.nci '·ecimcnt in w'"stern Eonturr. hy ene,r.~· 

elements believed to be the 2n_ci. Lattc'.] .. ion, 17ht;1 ,.,.:.:r,L :ent. ~·:ner:y 

forces lost 150 deaci in thiu ~ction • 

.. 
A.i;DF inforr;,ation soon beu,n to reflect the moveI!:ent of n2jor 33 

Front elements awRy fro; 1 their oper.:::tinz areM near key ,~llied u.r6ets. 
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The 2Li.th ·-et;ir:.ent 1:,ovec.l north, r,w;:,y frou :.ontur:1 city, and :)y the second 

week in Febru2,ry, both the 17f;t.h anr:. J2n,i 1.C[if'.ients · had relocc:ted e.;-my 

fro:!\ the .1Jak To ,.:rc2. Dnd into Gr.nbo(:ir1 • };oth uni ts continued their 

reposi tionj_ne. ,L LF infor::tr.tion on the 171:th ~.ogir tent :1kce6 th..i t 

unit in northern ~'lciku rrovince by ~Leete ?coru<" r:r, ~-:'.1ile the J ~ncl . eci-

ment Ti!OVed throui.)l c,,11:)0:!i, jnto southern . J.f: iku, ::.nri t hen into L,rle.c 

Province in l<'.te r'ebru,,ry. ..,i;;1ilar ly, other ?!-. ;J2·l e2.cGcnts ;::over: 2.1·:<'-y 

from D,,n 1:e I'huot folloi.-:ing their cj E;Ction fron tr1c city. 

h.lthouch ener:iy ele1.wnts continued to thrcc1ten /.llieci :100itions, 

activity .in the ::ontui:t'- !:leiJ.:u .'!'ovinc e , rea ,-;~,.s ;,ri:.,r,rily confined 

to fire D-ttacks, 1::hich incrcc:.SQ( c,tu.dily, ?.nd 1-c :.he ,nbusninr; of 

. convoys. In Dc,rlc.c /:rovince, hm-:e'irnr, r·nothcr thre2t to .5r: n ~-e '~'huo t 

devel<lped in lc1.te /e:.n'µ,.ry c.,nci 00.r.Ly • ,;o,:rch , ?.s the J?ni : .er;ir.~ent re2.o-

cated into r:ci.rl&.c, ,mci the 33rd ._e[:i'.::cnt, in conjunction ,-;ith the BJ 

Front liq ele::1ent, turned towr.r<.l .)<,n Le 'fhuot ,:r;c in in J.,·.te /ebruc!.ry. 

Prior to that period, the JJrc! , egj_::.ent, the :lJ i·ront l:11 £~e:~,ent, ,nd 

the Party . ten:~in,,l c'ssociate-:l with tlie 

, 
well southwest of .,Jc.n . . e 'i' :::uot j_n :dd-Febru;•r:r, ~mt :n.c' r:oved north-

northec.·st to E.n i.:re::. northe2.st of the c. ty b~r late r'e·:Jrutry, :preparr-
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tory to e. series of s:n2.ll sc2._:..e .,ttacks ,: elivered r,fainst the city in 

early ,·,c1.rch. 

In the P,Wr: Jrd : 1ivision ,_re,. in :3inh Jinh Province, enemy units 

were quiet dui·in6 the Hecks ~~:":w: i ,, tcly follovine the Tet rt treks. 

l·iajor c:01.'lbr,t elencnts r-c; :,:ine1t rc:i_r,tivn l:r :; t: ,tion::,ry throuch ritid-

February; ctnci there were frequent reflections of :Jor::.':ii•rci;:,cnt ;,nd Allied 

' tc.cticc>.l pressure. ·1~1e :r.:ost not-5.ble enc~-ge, •.cnt 1-;:o.s the 7 f ebrw·ry E.ttack 

7 
on an LF outpost 9 kiJ,.ometers r.orth of Uui ii!-lon by :.:ie gth ~:t,ttP.lion, i 8th 
~ "'.':.1,;·. 

·~-- \ .. 
'llegir::ent~ 7h of the ern:i,,y, inclutlinc the 'onttnlion co;,i;:irn:: er, 1:ere , I 

Division wer~ also relLl.tivel;'/ in,.ctive throu;:;h rmch of Febru<l.r~r, r.s 

they attempted to recroup ancl bui11:: 'oack to stren;:;th. The 95th 2nn 

18:0 :segi.lr:ents were in central Fhu Yeh ?rovince; ths :,:30th :)c. t t2 lion 

was ,_lone the ?hu Yen co,,st, south of °c\W ::oa; u,c: :·:q, 5th l:ivision 

had returned to its b,,se r, rc,; in i): n.1 ~en by 5 ,·c:)ru,' ry, :::fter conc.uc-

ting at.tc:,cks r.u-inst ilhE, Tr t! l18 r:.ncl :·;inh i:o,: durinc 'i'et. 'lm-rever, ~Y' ' 

early :~nrch, the 1 o~! lcegiment had again moved. into U1;,.nh i-ro~. Frovincc, 
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to a position ar,T.1roxi: i ,tely JO kilo: .,~tors soutrn:ect of Iiin:1 ::o,~ , nd JO 

kilon eters northi·;cst of ;:he: '.:.' rc.ng. 

Follo,-;inG trwir 'i'ct 2.ttrcks:, ,-'/,.V:1 2nc1
• Livision eler.·:ents rcr:-,cinccl 

·· in attack positions in :.2u,,ng ,.,..::", Province until r-:id-r'ebrw,ry. The 

21st ~,egiuent returned to '.:ue.nc :;<'.i., :1 :·ovince fro::t :ur· ni:::: .Tin, ,·:here it 

had joined in the ,tt t, ,c:,,;: on 'i' , .::, ii.y d t;.r:Lnc 'i'et. ·~'he 9 Februt. ry s :~i.3 · 

warned of a su'ostc.1.ntic.:.l conc ontr,Ltion of ene::v e l eLents in t he T'an,:1.ne-

Hoi 1,n arer, of eastern ;UD.n,,:: ,, ..... ,. 
1,-:. ·.J , i' inclu-::inc :'.q, ?.nd f: :'_ vision , n.c: its 

Forward ... ~lenent; · ,.. l ·; 
C. ~ -..J... three r e c i ::lent, l s tfrlorc:int.te::; of the c:. i vision- the 

1st VG anci the :'.:·,•JL 3rd 2.nc: ~:1st Lq ).;:,ents;- t he L\V:: J68E i,rtillery 

.,egi,11ent c'-nd its 2nd __ ,tt,lion; the 1-'on·m.rd 'l' c:. ctic,...:: .. ·,l,.; :::cmt, i:q, 5; the 31st 

heg:i.ment; <·.nc the l.O? nd 0 r,p'.-)cr .3c.:t t-<'tlion. 

3/0/. ''"'>'/1 Jr. -6:, ...) .I......_ ~ . ) \.. . .J 9 }'ebrunry 1968 

On E and 9 Febru,,ry, t;,.cticu . ..- r:tivity :i.n ) irnc .. .?:11 : ;.rcwir:cc 

fln.red up ho1:1ent?.riJ.y. ()11 H i·',: ~:~1'U,"":.r',1', .._ 'r, -, J1'c: -~ ..... + t · 11· on J 1 t . · · - ,..., - ,, , •:... • )c·. t, " · - ' ' s ! .e.c;i-

inflictinG casualties of 15 J.:iJ.J.ed c;,nn 

·~ · 

'.i.'he 3/31 s·t ;,e[;i. ctcnt:, lost 150 killcci ilJ this dttsh. Gn 9 ?ebrp:c-.ry, 

2nd Division co;:10.s.t ele,aent.'.:l lost neE!.rly 200 killed neF-r :roi /.n in a 
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In addition, JU i:~cdocr :o of t:,c ; ·:.,,\.: 318t ' c r L :cnt ,·re;'"; ki :.led P, )d.lone-

concentra tecl on cw.dint; 
' ., ., . ~ 

;:..~.Ll0~1. ::o:,nun:ist co::r:!unict.tions 

ref le cte(i con tinue(i h,1. rc1. s s: :P.nt .frorr: horrib.'."'..rd; ::ent c r:d t,, cticc,1 nress u ~e. 

fin!ted the 0JGl:l'.i.' icientificction of l':,nrc:.rd \ J.c:-;ent , ? nr, :;i vision <C-. nd 

the 1st VC and Jrd nn:l ?.1st h '-.',I:: l-:e[_;i nents. .L1·1 c:cldition, t he 0::.::' .3 

identified 2.s th:1 Ml1 st ,)< ppcr r';ez.incnt, in _u;:,ng i.c:,, i :C:rov::.:1.cc. 

-,.· " .. -,... -,.- " 

,, 
10 1S"'Y/1· · ·, 9- 1· ·.:;.J / I ~ .. -~· . ,,J 

According to collater,:l, r,his r·cr;jr,t-mt h,,,.1 b ee r, or[c.nized in ,T,mw.ry 

1968, unc.i . hc>.d te.ken :,,,rt in the 31 Jr.nu,,r·y ,.ttr:c% on r:uc.·.ne ::c<'j_ city. 

On 15 lebruary, the J_·,:\;i :noted thr,.t th(] 31st 1•ef,if>1cnt, which had 

relocated from i,o~·th ~!2.ct:-w.rr: ~):/ Dcce;1ber 1967, c.nd then tem.in2.ted its 
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,1 

interin co::;.iunice.ti~ns foci!ity, J\;:.d been reiclentifiec! in· corc:mnic2.-

tions, '1'he new rr,d:i_o ter.::,in2. l " ervinc the 31 s t : .et_:; :b·,ent h tc\ heen 2.cti-

' vateci in l &te Loc enber, cu:'."rentl~r cor:-.::1unic,:t eci ~-:i th i,q , 

th D•,v··.· ~,<'~ . t ' l] n r~ . , ,, .. • ,-0 ~1 t• - •1 -1-... .; ' •n "· ·r· '' · lr,•·,. ,c, ,1. e . 1. l, j o o .5 r, r l .e,. J -:e t,l i ,~. , . , ,,r, ., v ':. O ur1. .. C. f:..i L, l . l e .. ,; __ _,,.,cnl,s. 
' - The 

31st, •. et;i. ,cnt ,-:,~s c111-rentli~ o )Cl'c· t. J.nc; i n cent::,., ::.. r) y- n::::; _;;,,~, i'2ovince. 

3/ 0/
. ··;··., I . ' O r·c· ,.) • "/ .1 ,. - O u 

-,,· " ·,.· -,,- " " -.. " -:~- " ·,,- -, .. -,.-

:ly 20 Feb.::·u2, ry, i,:L:' i n.fo:·:J .tion on :2 nc : t) j_vi:, i on clcnents i nri ic:-,t e(\ 

Throui:;h the re;r.airide1· of i:'e"ffu£,::y, ? nc: Livi., :ion e :i..'"~r: 0.e r:ts conti:,ued 

inr,ctive in their 01.,.s e E.reas , in :)r e p,L r2. t ion Lo t :1cc::.r reloc;0.tion to 

Laos for r e.fit.tine; . 

and would h, .v e to ·oe rebuilt before it coul<. r ec;, in its cus to:1cn7 
-~\"-!--

co:;1bat effectiveness. 
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.::5IGih'i' support i, . the j).l,. T'l':T ,,re::, (!uring the ne;r :i,.oc'. follo'.:ing the 

TiT attclCks centereli ,:,_~ ·ounu 1.;~c continuing br.tt1e in >'ue. In c;-,.rJ.y 

Febrtlttry, Uo : :a.::t-ines 2.n<'. 1·.: .v 1, ele:t€mts c: rovc the en0ny out of the 

out of their positions in the Citadel. ;·. · . . , r ,::crnlts ref)_ected the 

c.iate vicinit:,, of :'.uc in cc?.rly :'ebnmry, ;-:. nd in:~icc,tecl the nresence 

of PA·v1·.; 6th, 9th c.nc:. ~9th in the trea. '~';, cticrol 

\. raessc:.GeS provic,ecl cons iclerc ble ins icht int,o e~1e,,,y intentions. 

(see ncconpcmying LL<'.!)). /,n 11th Co;,,1x,ny ,·:E,:; to . ;:0 ttc.:1pt to eross the 

requests fo:r :J-l10 roeket l,nmch,:crs to use ,[;i'.in:s t ). llj_c : bor,ts on the 

ri v1;;;r. 'i.'hc 10th Co:rrp2.ny .?.lso no te e.: i; tronc .'.llic~: re::- ctio1:. to ener:::r 

attern,ts to a ci.wmcc fresh t::oo :')s into ::uc. ',.'he ...;;:;,· 0 j_:!rmtif:i er: the 

10th Company Rs possibly suboJ·c1 inrc te to. 

. 
hegfatent; a thorough review of r:cs s ;,ce c.ctivity sonc wcf~ks lr.ter 

indicated that this o,·.ttr-lion w.s ,:\ctu,,lly. the 9th > tt, Eon, :::9th 

}:egilr,ent. 

., 
' 
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3/0/ '"Y/ ·· -,I 6''· u .i.. ... J ·-' , :- ... {) · 8 Feoruc. ry 1968 

~nerny tactic,,. l ;:,ess«ees evinced e1·e.,.t concern over :·. llied boi?. t 

traffi~ on the ri-:er, for it wns one of the chief supply routes for 

Allied forces fitte;npt in_0 to (;isloc'.;e Corrnunist troo,,s fro~n the C:fu.tc>.c;el. 

During the seconci ,·,e(;k in :r'e:'Jruc:.ry, elenents of the 9::-h :> tt, l ion, ?.9th 

_Legir,1ent clustereci in a~·eD.s ; lone the br:!1ks of Ghe ,:uonr; .:iver 

north of ;{ue, and ,.ttcr.l:lted to hindc]r ;,llied resU'.J:,l:r ; ml re inforce-

r:ient efforts. (;oriJ:tunist gunn e r s s,.nk ,t nUJ·ti.1er· of J\J.!.ie(; 002.ts (uril._e 

the be::. ttle in :iue , h,,: 1, 1erinc; i, l l i ed r esu:1:;)l;;,' c,.f.'forts to soi::e extent. 

Allied eler.1cne,s c.t ~ '- i~hc or J 2.o 11;:r 2s yet . }.e.ter :·;cs ::;;:,.ge orctcr ec. 

the 10th Comr).:::ny to t.ttr.. c ;-:: , :-.11<:t hc, l t .:', lliec1 ·e inforcc,0,er.ts . On 9 

?\~bruRry:-' the 10th Co,~,pn.ny re r1orLec th<',t one of its plf.toons wfs f.t 

l3ao \Ti.n}:l, one at iiinh 1iuong cmci one , .... 
CV 'l'rieu Jon . 

4
;:• ;\· -;~- • t ·,; {~ if ' -r, -~~ i~ "l~.. • ·~ -;} ~ * * er . 

11 

I 
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and the t.:crgets ol' its 2.borted ,Ltt2:cks line tr.e ::uone ,:iver, ,'.nd pro-

vitje opportunity for c.n occu;');yinc force to c1onin,;.tc river trr.ffic. 

hnemy roclcets fired fror;t these positions were quite effective 2..i:;t.inst 

Allied boats. 

The 11 /e'oruc1.ry notec: th,it the 10th Co:rt}')2ny hP.ci re;'orted thrt 

it had . been unable to ci·oss the rive!· ~t LL Khe bec;,..usc the pco:nle hc>.d 
fled, anct there was no cover. ~'he 11th Corap&ny, ar, Tne .JJ.,. i Hn, ,-:as 

ordered to block A.llieJ eler::ents !·1oving U!) f r oi::1 Jc:o. Vinh, Lnd :1rever.t 

resuplly of due by boc\t. The ,5;_;ad F.lso note:! th,,t eneny ele.::-,ents now 

enemy radio ten1in2.ls in the lfr. 'f'l';l ,,rec:! :inclu·:e(i the Forwr,rcl :•:lenent, 

, Hq, H.;~ 'i'Tll; the poss ible iiue h unici~;,;,l Unit; ~ brttaJ.ion of the !'/·.\riJ 

6th '"eci::,cnt; and an unidentified ,,uthoi·i. t~r bclieVt!{: to be t.hc :':\VE 

9th i,eginent. · ·.,.'he sus~;ected ?1,VI: 9th ··0z;i;1ent ,,,G.s in th0 ' :ucing '.i.'ri 

city urea; there: ,1E,ining ene:noy clements using the ne,·, t;'. ctic<',l sig-

nal plan v:crc .nc2.r. :foe . 

3/0/:ffY/,36-()9 11 :/ebrrn' ry 1968 
t -"- -::- ~~- -;~- ~~- * -~- ~:- "h· . ~(' ~!- -r.- ~- ~~ ");- -;'i-
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l 

\ 

t .. d::F on the :).~ lr\1 
.. :1. 1J .... j 6th --eg:µnent an\ on v.n unidentified ele!:ient of 

the ?AVK 9th ->eeiw~nt on 6 a nd 7 r'ebru;,.::·y pl~.ced ;:,hese elerr.ents · in the 

immediate vicinity of :rue, ;,r)1ilc the Forwe.rcl ,;le;,ent, I!q .TT:l; the 

Hue hunicipal Unit; &nc. ,-.nothcr 9th ,..cgi::ient ele;;,cnt were loc£itcd in 

close prox:i.r;Li ty to the ci t:r ci.uring the 6-8 i;,eb:n.1.2.ry period. 

The 12 Febru,,ry :i_·J.3 revec,leci th,, t the 10th Gonpr.ny had reported 

sinking ,en k:1cricHn boa t on 11 /c·orm0.ry. Cb 12 /ebruE,ry, the 10th Cor.1-

pany was orde:-ed to ore,,nize a rock•.,t . l,.unc:1.c:." ;11;,toon to fire on A::'..lie<l 

vessels on the river. 

J_),.:i for 14 Fcbruct:ry re:'orted th;;.t the unidentified b2ttc1.lion of 

the ?;..vi-; 6th Het;incnt :{(ll;ter iden~ified ,,s 9th Jc>. ttf.'lion, ~9th .;eei

ment)) hltd ordered nll compnnies to \·rithdrc>.w to An Eoa as soon ;,,s ;;os-

sible. J\t l\.n Hoa, they would be ;::et, <'.nci guide(: to ,m unspecified 

asse1:1bly ,~r·et.'. . dowever, the :3-/,.0 roc>:et te,i:.s \•.rere to position ther:1-

selves at 'D1nnh Phuoc, 8.ncl f:i.!·c on .,.l::..iec: vessels. ·~·he 10th Conr;,rny 

was directed to ignore thc3c orders ., i .nc. ci,-:,,.it fu:·t:1er ins tractions. 

3/0/STY/h37-68 12 Feb1·uc.r3r 19M; 1 L Februr.ry ? 968 
, 

-,, " -,.- -,; -;: -,. -~~- -: ~- " -, -: ,, " -;~ -;:- -,.-

The 15 i..'e'oruc~ry 0.:..,,,3 rcporteJ t2.etict:.l c.ctivity in the 1rn f:o<". 

ea, west of the Ci t2.del, involving the 9t.h Co..,"" .. ' ri.ny. I 11 .-, 1... - , ... ,,. n r. ~ i'e;.;rutry 

I 
I 
I 
! 
[ 
I 
1, 

1! 

i 
;! 
ii 
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mess<'ge, the 10th C01:,pr,ny reported thnt croesed oute 1. Pre- .!f!-·· 

29th •-egiDent to r c locr-.te fro;:, its position~, north of ,;uc to the I.n 

Hoa f-rec1 .• 

~iL3 for 16 Feoru2.ry c.eteile ci ,, 1 5 ,1"ebru2r;l ;,1ess, ee which orc:ered 

two regimental tr,m3poi·t coVipc·.nies to brine ('.o·..rn ,:j:i:,:u.nition th2.t nicht. 

Between 50 t.nd 100 rourids of • 82 ,."J.t i:or t.2,r .: ,.:,:wn t::.on ,·:E.3 to be . ' crorreo. 

off E.t La Ghu, the possible locc1.tion of ,m 1rnLcmtif:Lec'. 8th Bette.lion. 

I3y this t:u.1e, tho bce.ttle . fo:- con'c,rol of l'.ue h,·.< 1ong since :)een 

decided; 2.nd i,llied forces were 2.ttcn~, tin;:; to cle[:c the few re:.:2ining 

enemy troops frorn their entrenchi-1ents withih the Citr.del_. T;:,.cticr,l 

co,,anunicE,tions servinG the 9th J.:•.ttalion, 'i'/.VI: 29th ;'.egij'tc:-it cersed ,ts of 

17 February, r,nd on :?O /ebruc.1·y, :rq, ~ ·, • ~ r ~ • 
.:. ..:!.. \' l' .·~[:m:.:cnt w,, s i (: cntified 

well no~·th of Hue. On ~5 Februc.ry,. the J.cts't c1J1:,, 1n1ne ener..y eleLents 

wi thctrew fror.1 Hue, enc:ini the b,. t tle. 

On .26 February, 
' . 

the , .. G .. .::i rcicientified the ~Lcticcl co:xrnnicc.tions 

previously belieiJed to be serving :.he ?I.'/'1 .; · 6th "\,13:Lwnt as serving the 

lhe bc:.tt,ilion designcttors 7. c:nd.ad been obserYe~; 
,..,tltli.t 
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these c,:re 29th .,e5L.ent :x-t t,! lion desi[;;n,.tors, not ( th ,.egincnt desit:;-

Legir,:ent hl,c: bt~en obscrvec. 

f&.cility had borne the sign<.tu:·e of ;; (;th .. cgiuent st,,ff !:e!,mer, .c1.nc: 

the elen:ents 1-..&ssing these 1·:es ~; a.Ges h;: d ·,,een tenr,c'.tiv::,ly 2.,:entificd ts 

· subordim,te to the 6Ln ··c.::;L,cnt 01; 1-..h~i.t 02.sis. ::o .... :cv8r, references to 

viously i.lsoci,ste rl with the 29th .. ,:6:'...:. ;0nt soon irxiic,,.tcd th,,t enemy ele-

ments which hi.id operated ,'.lone the Huon[j .d.vc r r:urinL the second Heek 

in February were ,,ctuc,lly suborciin(it•2 to the 9th ' -'r-.tt:-.lion, 29th - ·c;:;i-

ment. i,s noted ec•rlier, there v:ere ,L..so i·cfcrences to :,n 8th :,;ctt;:i.lion 

in the La Chu r,rec,, c·.s ,-rcll. Thit> c'.esi£;nd,ion is ;-,roblc: ,,.:- tic,,1; the Pth 

i3attalion, 29th Legimer:t 1:L!S believe( to be O!)Cr&ting in the Y.:he .Sc.nh 

arec, at thut time. Yet, no other recinent in the ,:ue clrea had r.n 8th 

Bat t.;:.lion. 

·JIGDJT thus · indic<':ted t}1',t the 29th l .eg:i.:-:wnt bore the ':)runt of 

the continuinr, 02. t t1e for Hue in l"ebruc'?.ry, ,:i th the 9th 3.1 t tc> lion .. 
' 
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beine particukrly heavily in·,olved. Indicr.tio:ns <'re th,:t 6th :.egi-
( 

raent elements re1::2. ined in the i:•. rea .: '. uring Februr~ry, but wer-e ;pp<'.re!'ltly 

not as hec:.vily en[;2.ged. 

Tow2.rd the enc~ of the o,.tt~:._c for iiue, :'i;·vH clcr:,ents Fli,.in devel-

·· vealed that both 803rd Lnd 812th " egi:.:cnt e l euents ,.-,ere reconY10H,erine 

the t:.rea. 'i'he 1 r;t i), tt,.lion, 80J r d •-egir:ent a nd :,he 1, th i,2,tt , Jion, 

812th ,~egisient were both ,,ctive: in c-llc v:i.. c: init:· of ._:• i: :1e (see , ·. ccrn~t-

r-, • 

.!. ri. 

'l'he 18 Febrw,ry 3.-J.0 noted thc'.t both 80Jrc' c::.nd r:1 ?th ' <)[;:U.,ent 

r.,es5aces were re.f :.:: roncine ;..;c::o "·'-, iJ':1-:odic.tely sout:n-rest of . . y :~ho. 

The 1st J D.tlc:·.lion, 80Jrd --er;:LJ,ent rever.::.e,:~ pl:.m to att,ck ,1n i,llied 

· cornpany if it 1·e1r,, .ined in 2:y the ovcrr.icht. Un 16 Fc:bru, ,.r;y, f;n 803rd 

,;.cg:iJ:,ent eleirent reporte,i th,.t c..n ,,llieti fo1·c, of J ? 1 r;;cn ,;ncl 10 tanks 

was in the iio iJ.:..nc G.rea , ,·.pp,·o:-: iI. ,;, tcly 10 :-:i1o: teLcn, nor th 0f :~u:cni:: t:·i. 

On 20 r'ebn1_2.ry, the .::;.:.:;;_..:3 noted ev:,_donce of corr::Ja t activity in t:-ie 

(~uane 'fri city c::.rerc on 16 rcnc. 1 7 - , ' r eo ruc::.r;.,r. The tth -~ tt~lion, 81?th 

hegiraent reported thc=.t its· 16th Coi\::)any h,"cc; c.ttecked i~c.i ~:inh, rnd c>n 

unidentified 803rd • .e~ir.ent elet,cnt~reported thc.t wounded were _to be 



Doc ID: 6632219                                      Doc Ref ID: A6632218

.,. 

,::,,,';Hi (~ej, · 
• A I i' {' _,, 

Vt,,,~. '1'-, fHt ~\ 

• f.::'• t-\;1 ...... ~ 

"N~ ~ y...l".t\ 
,.,.¢' 

\:, ._ 

l • 

O . ,, ,o .··.JJ """ , ... _______ ........,_"--·-· _ .. __ ,.. ____ .. 

lj 

r ,~, 

f 
~ 
,: 
f: 
ii 
11 
./ 
q 
; 



Doc ID: 6632219                                      Doc Ref ID: A6632218traps ported to Vr,n '.Cuong, north of C~Uc'lng Tr,i cit~·. 

( 3/"/ ''"V/' J 4_18 U , >l •. . ,., D 20 ?'ebruary 1968 

---:;,- "' ,. " ~~- -,, " " " ,. " -.. - ~~- .;:- .;:-

A:J)F on the ?,',.Vl. 80Jrd ,.nu f::1?.th ,.er:;i1.1e:nts on ?1 i"ebrur,ry 11lr-.cec 

the 80Jrd ;cegii:1ent in the llo Jr:ng-\';,:1 ·~'uong r:re,c, 'dell ·north of (~ur-ng 

Tri city, while the 812th .. e[:inent ',,r2.s loce.tcci on the '.~ur.ng Tri-'i'hut 

Thien ?rovince border, \·TeJ.l s outhe:s t of the city. '.i.'his \ 'ts the r,rea 

the 812th · ·-e[;irileli.t heed cnterct: in ,h:;1ucu-y, rol lowing its rcJ.ocation 

803rd Leghient hc:d been r,tte;:.;:tin0 t6 intcrdir.;t /.llied bo?. t tr, .ffic 

on the Cu,~ Viet Chc,miel c.iur:i.. n,r.; the ,,;::st fe1:1 c\.ys, \.'hile the 6th Drt-

talion, 812th 1.egi:.1cnt u,:\s cow1t,.:;rswceping ne&r Ct:.u I:hi ,,nd ?:y /uycn 

in· the <ur,ni:; '.i.'ri-'l':m,0, ·~'hien ;:rovince ':)ol'de:· c.::·e,, ap:;:ro:x:L'.lF.tely 20 

kilor:1eters .1,'::'o!:l ·'.~ur:n13 1'ri city.· i.lthough r,n r.ttr,ck P[;?.inst CP..u r:winc, 

appl'OY.imately 8 kilrnnetcrs souther. s t of <w·n13 'i'ri city Hc,s :)eing con-

sidered, the i.J,irnedir-te t.hrcr:.t to the city wc:.s over. 

~ * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ * * 
3/0/';jT'!./J~8-68 25 l-'eb~uc·.ry 1 968 

I 
I. 
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C. III COILPS 

Followine their Tet c:ctt::ccks on bien Hor ;~ir ~if'.se 2.nd ~.one Jinh, 

VC 5th Division elenents re:ac1.incd r)oised for further 2;ecressive ; ction 

in the dien Hoa. area. In the first week of Febru&ry, there we1·e strong 

indications that further ,:.tt.?,cks On Jien lioc:, were contem!)l<>.tedj On L. 

·February, (;S/i reporteci thF.t 5th ::i vision cler:;ents i;ere rliscussing ,,n 

· i.Jriru.inent VG 2.rtillery 2.-ctack on .hen :!oa Air'.)c>se in ;,essace::; p,ssed on 

3 February. 

--,,- -,,- ;t 

discussed the shellinc of iJ::.en :!or, on 3 Feb1·u,\17 :m,i not been , ' nenrc. 

since 1632 hours locE,l tiI·te on Lw.t cit,tej The ,i<,Jc~i ;::lso reve2.led that 

the VG 27l,th "-egiL:ent hc,d 1·esu;1ed con.r.u.riicc-.tions <'.ctivity with the 2nd 

Battalion 2.s of 5 February, Hfter beinr; unobserved in. r2.c:io conr:mnica-

tions with any of its suhorc:irn-,tes since 2~ Scpt(:·/oer 1967. 

3/0/;:;'J.'Y/j2-68 6 Februe.ry 1968 
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.Several dc,ys lc.ter, 5th Division elenent$ ngF"in begE .. n to ;1c>.nifcst 

tt k t The.· 1? Februccry :>~~A;:5 disclosed thr.t &. suborc,inatc an u ac pos ure. _ --

of the i1ilitary .1.ntellic;ence .Secticri (2aJ), VC ~tn I:ivision wc1.s now 

in Bien Hoa Province. i'his "suhordinr.te had resuucd co1,:r,unicr,tions 

with its parent heauquc:trters in J.& te 1>ccer.1ber, ofter three uonths of 

inactivity. .i.ts lr.st J.:::nc5\-m location ·1,,,,·E,s in inh Tuy Provine ,;, c1t that ,, 

time. 

cations with llilitar:r Aff,,irs :..iection, CU3Vi: for the i':.rst tir:e since 

OctGlber 1966. 

Lurini; the lt .. tt,er 0c::.rt of r'eb1·u,:ry, ~itlt l!ivisiG>n eJ.c;,e nts continued 

conducted c::.gainst .Gien '.-Ion ,\irbc'.:cie in L2.rch. As in the \·1e~:itern hi.ch-

lands of li!, ·. 5, enemy ele.,wnts concentr2 .. ted on conc:uctine fh·e r.tttcks, 

.· and avoided 1:1,cjor t;round ~ction when ~ssib:J.e~ 

1.r'f 
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', 

•r<:l'"'y·· . ,T· . .., , . • ,..,,, CO"''T'nr · l' I ,'\ ""11",.:'.r'.1':. ;.ll"VC,Ilf1,··.:·-: .. -.1.1•: B. I1J'.,r. DUOI··,·G P. ':CVE!C:•: ~1~..l!J.1·1. l~~·~f-/1~· · · r, .L_i..l ~u.;;,, . r, .1 "V..J .u - • - • 1 

The other najor thrent which c:evelor;ed. in the III Cor:,s ;.re? in the 

weeks inmedi~tely follo~·rint_; the 'i.'et attc,cks i-.i'S in· J i;1h DucnG ?rovincc, 

as PJ\VH 7th Li.vision ele:,,ents entered the arect ,nc. ::1ounted ,. th:re,, t to 

several key i,llieci. ?Ositions, notc.bly !.Fl t;ie. :\s noted e0:rlicr, 7 th 

Division clements had 1x-~rticj.p<" .. teci in the i r;nd 3 February [!sarults on 

i~llied base c<':r.ns in the ,,.rec:. As indicr.teo., enemy :c1ess<lge ?.ct:l.vity at 

.the epd of J;:,nur.ry 2.nc in ear.L:t Fe':.n·u,·~·:·.' hr:.d e::~ resseci extrene interest 

Follo.:1ing these assLults, ene::::;r elenents continucc: t0 concentra. te i :1 

11 ~:eccbtly 2.vt:.i l2,ble ,)lc:lJI' infor;:-:, Lion inciic;: tes thF.t 
' 1 . t . 1' i· h ' . , .. . {' . '1 ' . .~. . . . . . . ,. . ,.: . . . ' " e enen so · ., c , ·:, ', 1·, ,1:.~: :,1vis1on ni,v c r. :ovcc; :in..,o , ' in:-!. ,. uone 
Province &nd &:ll)i! !'ently li, :ve tllc i::iss ion oi' cont2 ining .\llied 
forces . at Lai ::he • • • c,rni :;rcvcntin[: thc::,c forces fror.1 
being used elsewhere . ;,ccorc;ine to collrtcr;,l, l.;0 i i:r1e is 
the ·o,,sc ctnp for the J!Y: :J Ticr.r;e o f the r.:., 1st T;ivision. 

~-:essLt;es since l i·"e b 1·11;!, r:/ bet1·:1 
.. ~e n t',·!O r·o ~; :.:;ilJJ.e J ~J~ 

elc:nents ••• loct.ted nec\.r . L:cn ·:ct ... t .nr~ Lt1i ~<he hr.ve 
contt.ined referenc es to 2.tt,,cks on both J.oc.c:tions. On 
'Febrrntry, the subordnc,tc i,tr;tec: t.rv,t tr1c :tission of the 
"inf2..ntry force!3 11 of the 7th f.·ivi.:;ion wou_"!(: ue !.'to con

t.D.in Lai i:he" \-;hj_le the niss ion of C;o;.c n1:1ist J.ocr,l f orces 
uould be to 11 rec'(tt0 c}< Len C;,t,11

• 0'tl t'r:;: :,, .. 'J (l,,te the con
trol c:.utho, i ty spoke of <'. !I joint opcr<,tion11 ,.:ith the ''th 
Divisiori "to cont ro l ]_;.i U1e 11 

• • .:/.ccorci j_1ic to co J.:i.rter,J, 
(~.,1.· i:'11'~ w, .. s· i:'.+v·t,tC'r>"' Cl on 1 .,,., .-; .)~ · r'"h)·uc.1,,r 
,..,,_ '- . v .• . < J ' " ·-· ' i· .;; : 

, The possilJle 7th .~ ;j_vision crni its f(51'1:2.rc: dcr::ent 
had ~~e loce.tcc~ frou northe,1sttorn 'l'ay i:inh . 1·ovince to 
positions r10i·th-northet,:st of IJ.i }:he-Jen C;:,t by L i'e:Jru;, r~r. ... II 
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fi,DF mnfo ,..-u:··tion continue.:: t o i n(.ico.te the nove: ·;cnt of H~c:itionr.l 

enem;µ ele:,,ents into the j.J".l ::he ~,re,· (\U1'inr; t he ne:1:t fm: clays. Cn 

1,.., ·, b th · ··· · ·· o~te' ·t, ·n·,+ 4'.1·0 ~ r_,_: ,.,·. _.,-,n. t.s s 1ubor6in;te to · "- re ru,,ry e :J.·,, ~J re ;, __ : ,: . , . .., ,,. , . . -

CUJVL which h&<i. ~>c..;n rc:,ortin,c on the I;· i i.~1r~ :,,,· :,. '.Jinc0 

I ~ ... ·,.t .. ,,· .,. , ..... t:')n,~ ~ .. . ,t+ r, l+:o., 'c"r,,, .: ., .·· ... ', .. )· no~-e ·.;, +.~,rt ...,.,ere proal.o..L:;r <·.S3 '.)C l< !. ·c(.: i ·.-'- ..,11 c. ·. ), .... . · ! U ,...,:.. __ .:... ,...i. .. _ __, - ..... ...d 

collater2,l ~;om·ces list 2, 5:~n, . .. :, .tt, .lion , .s ,:;ubor,lin,. t e to the VC 

69th Artillc ry '-CGi:.1ent. 'i'his ic:nntificr tion wr.s fu ;·thcr sup!)Ortec by 

a nessc1ge .fror* the LI suoorr.:irnte, who .·e;-:iortec th,t the lU1it hf/ firec1 ,. 
at 0600, 1l100 ,ind 1700G. /,ccordin0to coJ_J.2 te r<'.l r eriorts, 

,:-------·-·- - · _____ ., __ ____ ·- ·--·--·-.··-- ·--·-·· . ·-·· -... · ·•-· ··· 

continued, Jr. i 
----~··-, ,nd 10 

.February. 

'l'he 1 J r':.:bru,,r-;y 3.J.3 citec: r. 1 ~ l<'ebr.i,Ty ,u.,~;,;r ce in which the ::r 

su'oorciinr~te infonwci. its cont~·ol s t .cition th,t C:01:J·m:1is.t sh0J.linc on 11 

trnr.k. 

also re :"or tecl extensi veJ.;<,r on ic llic, : ,,c i, i vi t;y i n the :-.ro, .• 

" 

3/0/JTY,/LJ?-68 12 i:'cbrur,ry 196H; J/0/j!'// .JS-68 1 J .·'c:Jrnr ry 1968 
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( 

Ji::i•.3 for 15 i:'e'o :-rn1ry disclose(. th~,t a neu co:ir:mnication~ i:;roup 

Duonr; i_>rovince 6.n 1 Febrm i·:r. ·~'!F; 16 ~·'c'rir·1F-l'Y ._)_ ,;_._) r e~·ort ec ' trr2.t D. 

On 19 February, the 
. . .,. 
L.L eleL:ent ,,._r}:5-r.h h,-·d 

been repo1·ting on th~_s 1:-.reG. k ,d rr.~r:orte~·: firine on five: tr :rgets in the 

Lai .i\he c.rec,. on the ni[.;ht of 17-18 ? 0bru;o.r;;r. 

/ 3/0/,:j'fi/iU,0-6ES 15 /c'o 68; J/0/0'l.Y/>l, 1-62 16 ? c'::i 68 ; J/0/3TY/ l.3-6?i 19 ?eb 68 

f 

)'i'hese e.tto.cks were ,,pp.:_t rcnt1y ;€· rt of the w,wc of coon:inE.tec. c-sse.ults ·.rhich 

) struck 21 i::2. jor tareets throughrmt Jouth Vfot:-:.u., th, t night. Follm:ing 

these attacks, ener:.y 'eler:,ents refridned fro:1 :.1c1. .ior r ction , · t, thr,t t~~r: 0.. 

V THE ASS~S.:31ili?:T O? PL~-Ti.:;T n;T:c;LLIG}J-;CE . 

/ , . SIGII~T Ii,'F0~::1-J/', TION DURD:G THE PKS-T~.;T PEEIOD 

..;..._ 
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Once the enemy had detendned to m~.ke urban centers the prirn;,_ry 

tareet for Tet 2.ttacks, sevort.l uiw:ntages accrueci. A e;round c:ssault 

on a, district to,m, which is. freely E,ccessible, especfally during ?et, 

is far less complicated thc,n an 2.ssault on " ;;,,,Jor nilit?.ry instc..ll;i.-

tion. 'J.'he force required is fc1.r sr::aller, 2.nd it c~oes not need nearly 

the level of ?reparation, trc::ining anci t!isci::line :,:nndr,tory in r,n 

attack on a tareet iuch ns Dak Io or Due Co, The lesrier t~1e neede~ 

for prep,,ration anc -;:,he lmicr stancic,rci of traininc ?.nd ciisci!)line de-

manded in attr,cks on w·c)i.' n c entars enabled the eneny to ;iuenent depleted 

local units with fresh ·-levie.s shortly before the ':'ct ,,tt-:.c}:.s, ;:ind Pven 

· durint; them. .::iince even ineffective loc2.l force U.'1its ·,:ere cr,1,able 

of srnall E.ttc1.cks on :r,incr urb::n ccnte!·s, the ener:y was f.ole to r.ttack 

many tareets, r.wny i,,;ith f.. force of well under 100 rr.en. ln r2ost nro-

vinces, mr,jor te.rgets were not att,-.c~ccl; the Tet Offensive in those 

areas consisted of a. series of sn,,11 attr,cks linked : ,,,.inl7 by the fr.ct 

that all struck on the sC~i,e ni1:ht. 

In 111 Corps, for ex;:1.:ple, tD.kin13 e1.ttr,cks : cliverer3 in the first 

wo.ve, the nicht of 30-;31 January, in c 11 but two 9.f the eleven :1rovin-

' 
ces, GIA estiJ:1ates or''the attft( force, ;:rovince-wicle, did not surp2-ss 

., 
4.00. This ;ne,mt thnt none of the-forces att.'1.ckine indiviciual cities 

could have exceeded 150-200 rcten. Only in oaigon cind in the J ien :-:oe,-

-··, 
I 

' I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
i 
I 
I 
t . 

i 

L t, 
/ 
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r L:mg dinh 2.re2. were lcTt:;e -scr,le c,t t a.c~,s conducted. The sc>s:1e is true 

for ut lenst ten of t r1e siz.teen ;-:, :-oviY1ces in IV Corns . 

In their c1s~.;essnent of tr1e ener:y ,,ttr:.cks, scvcr.?1 :nilit;:,.ry co:,,,!n-

moreland, in chccrc,cterizin.z then ;,s ''J)reJ;[,.ture'', inc'. icLtec! -r,ne.t he 

considerec. this as evidence th,'. t th,,, enen;r l:uJ sr c r:Lfic ed coord in2-

tior,i for security. ,~ r eview of ,,w.il<'·ole ..,; ::;_'.~l:'.T , ;10;-;,:v ,:: r, ~5U!_:[cs ts 

that the c:.ttr.cks i n '·i Corps we l'e s c '.1ed.'ulecl fo r ;'.9- 30 ,Lr..m,ry, c,r.r~ 

their execy.tion on t k.t o.c:.te H,'.'.s r·.s :;-:1,:.r~neci . 'l'::e l'e2son for the 1~.un-

ching of thes e r.ttc,cks ··,: c.c:y ca•·lie :' :th,n ·.--.t t:-.c '.rn Ll t h2 re::t,.ining 

Corps zones is not clerr, but it vrn.s pl,nnec:, r.nci not !:, r-,istr,;,e c2used 

by a lack of coordina tion. 

lor exa;:1ple, c,tttcks i..11 the cor.str,l provinces of JU 5 were ctirec-

ted by Hq, lt1t 5 }.,.in Force Unit Control. ~w v-:ff~ J :,,essq;es riestinec. 

for ener.1y he~ci.quarters t hrouchout the are:?. (::'._u,,ne ~;,,m, ·;:u.?,nf: Tin, r}u~ne 

i:~gai, binh i;inh, :.h<".nh :foa and Phu Yen) were pA.ssed by :rq,. L .: J ; :FUC. 

These 1.1essages discussed the forthcoming ene::,y c:rivc, e,nci referenced. 

"N.:..Day" plans. · A consider,•.ble · volur:ie of unrecc:~able :1essq~es were rir,ssec. 

·'to these heaclquD.rters 1",s well. /urthcr, :[q, 5 c: ctiv;,ted For'.'IF. rd Tr: c-

,_ 

tice1.l 1:,le1,1ents in these 0rens to direct operatior..s. · -Yet, att2.cl::s in 

/~/ i 
I, 
I: 
I 
l 
1-

f' 
i. 
i 
' 

I 
I , , , 
1: 

I 
i' 
fi 
' i ' 

I 
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Binh Linh (3rd vi vision) r..nd in the ?hu Yen.,..i·:hnnh ,-.or\ rrovin.ce arc<'. 

(5th Division) cor,menced on the nieht o f ?.9-30 Jr.nw-~r-J, rlespite the 

presence of personnel fron. the This 

day before oper.:c tions co;:inenced in the ·v:ree northern provinces of ... ·,) 

with other o:1er,ctions in I Co1·ps on the ni,Ght of ;,0-31 ~T<'.nu2.r;y. 

Lnerr,y F,ctivit.;, in l3inh ;Jinh, Vim Yen r.nd }'.hFnh Eor. connencer1 
,., 
,.,ne 

S8.Jf,e dLy _ns att2cks elseHhere in II Coc";,s , i:hich Yero under the c: irflc-

t:i,on of the :,3 Front.. Like Eq , L , j ; ,./UG, :'<1, :33 Front dcs;:Ptche ~i 

heb.dquartors elenents . to the , lciku c:j. ty, rue Co ,:nrs :~c-.. n T!rnot <'re<".s 

finally, iiq, J3 /rent WE, s receiving hich-:::-eccc!ence ·1:,ess2,ges fror:1 

C0;:,5v":i, e.s Herc ener:iy cm1.,:,,,nds in III i.in.d IV CTZs, \:here O;)er c-, tions did 

not co;,:inence until J1 .;t,nunry, r-. c:;;,y lrter tlvn oper2.tions in the II 

Corpz a rec,. l t is cxtrei·,ely un ~.ike:.:,· th" t both Hq, .-JJ lront and 

;J:t J could hc~ve been j!lisinfonnecl r:.bout t~e s chech11ed Cr- t-e for the of fen-

sive, since both heE,dqrn,.rters received :.1.:-,ny of ti-1e sane hich-prece-

· ' 
dence messages ?..s c:.5.d cour.and.s in other ere2s_. i\nci, as seen, thes.e 

headquarters established r::ore tlv:·.n c:ctciiua te coordinc1tion c.r,ong '?kv,r 

units in their ,u•ens, ';rhich l&unchect sor:.e pf the attacks on JO hnuary. 

i 

I 
I 
I 
I 
r 
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I 

Thus, it would ,,ppe2. r th"·.t t he 30 JmmE:. ry . attRcks in II Corps, althoueh 

n ,-; "~:-' ·e:1.rl1· er· t~ ',·1:.c..n t 110.cs e · ., · · - ' - '"".......... ... .. ..., C.C..Ll'.re~ec~ £::;~se;·.-;ne r e , v:·el"e sche<lulcc: 

As inclicccteci in the revie'., of 7et ;,tt;::.cks, nany of the best ?/..~n: 
.... ·~~. , . 

• 
and 1· • .ain l"orcc vc· units were not c~;:nitted to battle in the first HF.ve 

re c,Ction forces, c'.IlrJ fj1'€J")<".rin~ 1'or fo l lo.1-U'.) Fttecks On /,1liec b,,S('S• 

canceled. ., brief r cvicvr of t he :,c tivities of l'},I, :. !'f\t;L·.cnt:-J. r-ncl 

division entities Lnc: :;c c:ivi '.; i on:; tit~r::.nl; ti1c: 'i.\,t ;,ttacb, i3 iJ.lustr;:-

tive of these points: 

I C0.-/1-'::i 

In th·,. 1·,r.~ ,, ( · ·,,·'.rit:" 1'r-i '1"· },,jf' ,,1'-,-',.-.1,) ' ~c_r. " 01 1,. i.".'.::i r"· l 
. C ~-L .!.lJ: ' .• «C.·,.JG -~- '" ,.· . L,._,,:,. '' " ,, ' , , ·- "·' L,l •. ,._ 

indicate th;,t the ene:w h1:.c: ,;v,,il,cble the ~::,'i' .. /,th, · l.Lh , 6th, 9th, 

29th, 803rd and 812th ·-c,/3L;cnts ~;outh o:t.' the 1L . >r:i.ne defense :!..inc. 

Collater<'-1 incJicr,tes that r L~:jorit:.r Oe, thes,,, f orces were cncc,cec:, 

Lajor ele1.:cnts of both the 5tn c:. nC:. ? 12ti1 -~:;i. ;,:.nL ; [Y'.rtic:i.1·,r1.tec in. 

against tarcets chn other r,rens of the · ?rovince. ; :<~jor eler.1erits. of t he 
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PAV! ; 11th, 6th r,nd 29th l,egb10nts were involved in the e2rly st;,.ges of 

the battle for :foe , ctnc~ 29th . ,egi::ent ele:r,ents continued to clin,G to 

positions in the cite.Cie l for scvcr:- 1 ,·re eks. Cther /.:. t:1. "'egir,ent ele-

ments were c:,cive t.gains t ? hu :'.:De. Activities of t he ?A',ll: 9th , .ei:;i>,,ent 

dm·ine this pe r i o<i are no t· kno,m , 2. nc: col.12.terc l d i d not · reflec t tnis 

unit's partici~J<'.tion in '!'et atta cks. 

In the l;uang :-JD.r:-. - q unng 'l.'i i1 '.-'rovi i:ce r.rea, the j ; __ v; : ::-'n~ I: ivis i on; 
i i 

I' 
the PAVl. 31st .. ~egi:::ent; a nd the P1,·t. i 68;~h e1nci. 368 l i·.rtille ry Jeg:i.nents 

were avail~1.ble. In ,::wrn6 Lu:1 r rovince , eJ.crcents of t he :);Jr:: Jrd ilegi-

ment, 2nd l.Jivision took ;:,.::-,rt i n the ,itt Dc:( on :'.o:. /,n, and i n Curng 

Tin, ele:!lents of t he F.:..v:.; 21 s t . '.c:gi:1cnt, :>n,l Divi,~ic r. joined the PLt t;oc :( 

on T<1.T, Y.y. The 1s t 'JC Lcci.ncnt, .:-, lth01..:gh its no ve;/:nts i i, the i.:r.::1e -

cli2.t e ;)re-Tet j,criod. close l y Fcr <'l l eled U -:0~3c o f the J r ct P;',.1/;: !:eci-

ment, WRs c.P]'it1r cntly withhe l 6. fro,1 'l'(~t att;,cks . 

J68J . ;'crtillery ,._egi,r:cnt i::2.e::~enb: s helled Lc,nP.,ng, 2.nd one b,,tt,,lion 
I 

Thus, in I Corps, nost of the ceW1il2.ble units were, in £2,ct, usec:. 

,, 
Although attacks in so;ie 2. ref,s , like :Iue, continued , only scrttered 

and lieht new actions were ir...i t i c,tec~ i n subsequent d2.ys • 

.. ·11 COl,!'S 
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In II Corps, the posture wr~s consider<!.bly differer:t, as substn.n-

(' tial forces were held out of t.he first wc1.ve of Tet attc,cks, fc>rticu-

: larly, in the 133 front a.re2. of i:ontu:n., i'leiku rmd :>rlac. In this 

area, the B3 Front could call on the ?Jc·v.·J 2/,th, 32nd, 33rd, 66th, 953 

and 174th Infantr;it ~tegi:':1ents c,nd the FAVi: l:.Oth ArtilJ.cry ::c13i:nent. 

40th . Al'tillery ii'.egi: tent ele:1ents conciucted fire t .tt.s.cks on severc>.l 

· targets, often in su:)port of infantry :,ssaults. '1'he ?l,YL 33rd. ~legi-

1:ient took part in the c:.ttc>.ck on bc", !1 :-~e ':'huot; cct J.er·.st two bc1.tt2.lions 

of the 24th ,legir:ient were enga5cc. in the c,t'tu.ck on i:ontu;1 city, F.nc. 

_at least one battalion of the 1~1::,ri .; 95B I~iincnt joined in the attr.ck 

( . OD; Pleiku city. -~-; __ ._-, = ..•. '_i_/ ~. ~--
't., •' l~Y'<;/<. ,. 

#-i 32 -d L 't-h . ' 17/, th . .ce!!l.!:iCnts we.ii '- Wi thneld_ However, the ?;, 'vi, . n , oo . :.i. nr: , 

~ t~ 1 ~o _llo·.·ri·~ .. ,ry __ the initj;l_ asHnults on the .fror.1 the JO u.anm,ry r.. ul, CKS. • "- -

nit:;ht of 29-30 J,;.nuary, intensive pre:11:,r,,tions <l.rn: intellir.:ence coJ.-

lection strongl;µ indicated tr,2t the enerr,y w2.s rendyinc nc'\jor c.ttc,cks on 

Dak To and ~;uc Co. ':;."he ltSS,cu:l.t on ~'.:uc Co ,-;2s to be c:e:1-iverec; by P.n 

unidentified force fror;i the 1'tT,-: 1st :J:'..vision; the thret.t to D;,i To 

developed from all three of the rec;:i:Jcr.ts 1·:hich hc-.c', been ·.·rithheld, 

the ?i,Vii 32nd, 66th anc~ 1 ?hth '"ci:;:i:.1ents. :..iirmificr-.ntly, thes c three 

· t · · t · i·n t ·ne_ f; "'-"" ce bf-ttles e.round ;:-;2.k To in r.eg:i.nents had c1.ll par i cip,;, er~ .-.-

Lovemaer 1967, 2.nn, Kere well, c>~U&;~ted with the 
. -·, ...... -. area. 
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i 
i . 

ln~,elliucnce co:L1-ectic. _ n ths iJ,,k 'i'o-'i',•.n C,:nh i,irfield nre;, 
. < 

the thrc ~ ~cg~ 1ents well r .• 'o, 

e lc-

ments eci t:;ed evscn_ c loser, \Jut t.l \e only r, r o urn ! : ss .: uJ_t 1-:, s , . •:/·o!J5.r.r, 

ment elements vrere , .lso :i.c~entifieci i11 t hR rrcr,, c:n (~ e~·:t en:,i ve in tel-

ligence collection continued. 

:!ovrever, oy the end of the first \·reek in ::'cbr1..1cry, t::c. conce:1tr2-

tion had oroker. up, ,:s the J'.'.:n<: t.nd 171:t h ··e.c i:·.ents withdreH to C<'.::·!-

oodia prior to noving south to new oper;;tional ,~rec1s in Fleiku ;::r.c1 7>r•rJ.P.c 

.l:'rovinces, and the 66th 1·.e,sinent 1;loved awr.y fron :Jak ,_,o, &.J.though re-

~ 

_r.w.ining in ::ontu::1 Frovince, ..,ii;1il,, rly, no n t.jor e,tt2.ck develoncc! in 

the Due Co area. 

In dinh Lin:i ~;r ovinc c~, t he 1 £3th 1cr;r,il;,en t, 3 r(: f; j_ vis ion 

was reporte6ly enc;.,0cd . The · r ,3: ,r.ini nc t ·,ro r egi nents of th e ··: v;: 3rc 

thouf;r1 they h,,.(i ;aoved ::..nto r,0s i tions ir. close f'ro x.:ir:i ty to Bong :Son 

<.r. 
and :'hu 1:y, r0s :iective:::..y, in iate J,,r,u.;:-,ry. 
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In the .,;th Divis ion area of : hu :'.'en and i(h~'.n11:' r:oc1, ,,. t lea~t one 

battnlion of t he. 95th:i36i;:ont ;;1.nJ ,il. lc,1s t t·.10 br t tr :;_ions of the 1 ;'n . . __ .) 

frora the initi,:. l a ttc c~:s in orclci· to e;;:ploy ther:. in follmr-ur, :-.tt,:cks 

directeci. ct[/.inst more pur c:Ly n j_Htnry tnri::;eti; if thn, .:'irst '::2.ve succeec:.er. 

sions. '1'he lAVL 7th wc1.s crn:._:')o::;ed oi' the ~l,\\r?.: 101st, 1h1st ;::.nc. 165th 

i:legiments; £,.rni t he '·IC 9Lh o.ari the ,je, ,~?1st, :?7:->m: ,,mi ??Jrd m,c::ir:cnts. 

anr!, sicnific,mtly , . t' . nei · ncr \-!,~s 

274th arid 275th ,:t::[iL1t,nt~, were cll[;cCec~ in ,.s:, c1U}.ts ~['/'. inst ;ien l'O,l 

'.:.'he 

Airb2.se anci FFV 11 Leadqu.a.rters µi the .iien i'.o,,--long i3inh c=r'-;;" , r erlre

senting the only conmittenent of t,~1ese 
th~eo civisi'ons i'n ' t:ie first 

wave. ,, . '.i.'he r:w.J·oritv ·of tho .. 
v - .i:-er.i2in,_··11G,,. "' -ut;)Ven l',-2;.7.i.r~on.t.~ .... th ..., -~ 0 1 , ese three 

divisions were concentrated near . .:.r.wr icc-,n (br.",se 

Binh -Duone .~rovince c.~rcr .. , po is ed to 
forces _ of t~c •,~t 

' '~.. V 

. ' and 25th :::;ivisions T!OV2.DC to thn -,..,, lief of ·_ ' 
- ., - ,, __ ·· · · . u'"igon, . if events developed 

accordin_ g to· er· 1e.' .t~,,' , 1, ... 1J--~ns·. 
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?hu Cuong, ccpprox:Lc;,£.t(~ly :~ 5 ~~ilo:.>:ters no1'U, of ..i,.icon. :_ntens ive in-

tellit;encc coll8ction c:urinc the ne::t f e·.: c:,,ys cc:1tinuo:~ to in(1 :_c<' t2 

that cme1,~y e.ttenti on 1,,1<_:1 focuse t: on ;· /'.J<)l' 1st ,,_ ,-y, ?.~it:: .,::vision bc:.se 

.,+ 
<- u 

1· 1• 

1ien.t:, 

tually subsided . 

'1'he activit:r i n lJJ ;~o r:~:, thcref0re, t:t roncly su:i:)o rt:s the 1,hc:or;y 

thc~t nnjor cne1!:y co:Ji,,.t ,,le«,ents 11cre not cc:-.i 1itt ed 1~0 th2 firs t ,:,,vc, 

· but were 1)rcpn.r~n13 for E. cJcv"st,.t inr; series of ne,.· ; t t,,cks ,. g;-, inst so~c:c 

of ths.! usot vitr:.l /,llied posit:~ons in .;o~ti, ·,;, etr,:TL. i'.s note:-: , ·;3 

of a ttrtcks. ~·hey freely Lnd frequently r ef e r enced f ne1r phP.se of ; cti-

vity scheduled to {lQr:;;1cnce on 3 ~··eu¥r,1 . ... ·l·h.o focus of ~no~01~r .~, , neu-
... . 
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c· 

( ' 

: 
.; 

( ·--

'iierS'. ~hd in~elligenoe :oll~otioJ~~;f~ 'l,~~~~,, 
• ~ . ,. st• '. -,- . ' 

,' Secoric! ._phe.se would be directed t:c;,dnst r:d.litr,ry trrgets·, c:,nd prelini-

l}&r.if probes a!irl. shellint:;s occut'red at scver, .l Joc,,.:,3.ons,· · notr~bly 

;>.f; _th.e be~innihg of FelJri.:;,,r~r~ the enc1:-if lvtd re:: .son to be o:::ti-

.i:\istic f.'oout the future course of his ci~r(),.ir,n. ;rnvnmist troops were 

still fight:i,.ng in J,m .. e 'l'huot, : Rle.t, i:ontun, an;l :·t;'n:, otli,ir loc<1.tions; 

the battle for :-:ue wns still in doubt; £,nd fresh enc1:1y units wer~ :",oving 

· toward Jaic;on. In ,.,:,ijdition, the drive <c ;dnst · ::he .:knh 1·."CS Wc:xing, 

i..iith the oVtJrrunninG of !..f:nc 'lei · j,,st e. fe·.1 c:a:rs ,•w2.y, r nd 320th Divi-

· sion ·elements v1el'e renewine; eneny efforts. P·.f/' in~, t Co11 Thi en. i.llic(. 

forces were tied <.io .. ,11, i:,nd t.he ..; outh Victm,J,,e:,,) t.;ov0r:1:-:ent2.J. r rro· r,·.tus, 

particuh:.rly on ·the loc.;,.l levoi., 1-:,>, . in cr-,nos. At t:1c.t roint; it 

appearec', that a ~~comi w,:ve, c':irc~ctec'. ,.,g:' im/; :dlit,,1ry t,rgets, ·.;oulcl 

· hc-.ve e;rcL!.t e.f.fect. 

~. 
to sveep ~-'.re;c-.~; ,nts .fro:i, oncl1y fore es in 11e ,·:ere con-

,· 

' tained in the w&lled cit)',°r.croas the river. .,lseHhere,- enei,iy forces hc1.d 

;, >-· '-~~~ ,z_ ,Jr:.}' '4:··. __ ·:_ j: ·._' . •!'· .. · ·_:. . • . 'j .. ;~· ·:·: \ ,, : . ' . 

·· been driven .out of all nc1.~_.ffl')·-~~J·;,~t .. t41tl-·;~·-~i~ · 

Id>/ 
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( 

( 

( ,. 

/70 ,,~ .____.- -: . 

' -ding '. isolated strong 

: ·remarkable recoyery, c.ncl it ,;;;:.s now evYent th,•. t ,: series of 2-ttncks 

• / . • ... • ·_ j.' i:· ~ . ... 

· . · ... .. ·. ~· t · · 1 li~'a• ;_riMiitiol'Ml~ :\lo;~ /t•ilJ iind only. e-d~l to the ,,lre<'<:y 
· c.~ga1n:;$f .S rone J,_ ---~---r::=-~: :,. > . ,:,.; __ ~ ,:- ,_c.:._: _- . , :·, . •: .· . 

l
:',·. :s~ver~~osse~. 'inc~~d .·hi_-M .:- t<>~f~~~'jT~\,~. Ai)CqTC}:l,ngly, . tlle 

-. ,, .. ___ . 

i ~jor ground c.l.SSc:.ults H}dch h2 .. 0 t)Cen conte!•rplc.ted Were uborted~ . t.ii only 

j ' 
:. ~es\lltory .shellinr; nncL lit;ht riro'.)eS were ,tr; liverec1, ,,lthough fit;hting 

continued in Jlue nnd .).::.ieon on c!.. rer}uced SCP.le. On . the night of 18 

t'ebr~&ry, · the eneny. n,ortarec'i. t,nd shelled 21 tr,,reets in Jouth Vietnt-n 

.as a last. flare-up, thus bringinc to a c2..ose the 'i:·et Offensive, n lthough 

Allied co::u:12:Jlders c~.1,d inte2.ligtmct:i r-ersonneJ: re~! :cdne~ in a stete of 

' Saigon~ 

. '.i'hc nr,ture of the 'i'et ·Of .fensive Hi th its unrrecedented wide-s:;,reP.ct 

'attacks on urb&n ·c·enters ,~nd the extensive use of loc,•.l forces signi-

·f;icantly reduced thr:i capabilit:r or' the 0'2:frll'. '...' c::>r:nunity to ;)rovide 

advance 1-:arnine of the ex;:,ct n,.ture , .nd tr•. rgots of the ere:::,:- 'bf:·ensive. 

· During t,he past two· Ol' three ·:fe,,rs, ;.ilGI~I'r 2.rn=i1ysts h;we been <'.'..ble to 
· . . ' j 

r 

I 
follow clc,sely the c.ctivities of. kr~e i\,Vl: r.nd i;r-.in Force VG units, 

i 
and have achieved ah excellent record in wc:.rry.i,n~ i~ l)j,,~Q. corrJ:W.nders 

of en<!lllY intentions in edVimce •••• if lOceJ. force 

·---···!,.· ... ----------- . -- --· -·- --·--·----- - -

\ . 
\ 
\ 
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·· eneJ:ty uni ts h;c.ve eve r :,"e n i6 c:ntificc in rndio i::o:-:nunic<,.tions, and only ;:,, .,,,..---

few of the inc> ,e1 t'., c.•nt , _;-, in .··orce ~l,·:. Ln .'..ions )v ,.ve ,;ver been i d entifj'.erl. 

'i'raffic cmal;'.{tic conti!mity c)n t hose tmits t h.r.t h,.v0 

oeen difficult to cstrc,lish , n;'. c.k .ost i; ,1 ,o s sj_ble to r,1r int ;: .in o('!crus e 

of the sporulic <'·.n ~i in G8rru·1te< · r:: ,t1~rc S·.I t :,e i:r· ~o.;; mnicrt:Lons. 0TG;;;1 

in. ciicrtors of i1c..: )(.m c.:.int·". host·i_l !! t .ct1·0· n ,· .r· e .Ce'?',t_,r,,re·.·1. -- ro1t~c"· "- h ; t , - - ,. c .... i ,,, c ::i..n er-

prctcition· of co::;;.nmicr,t;i.ons behe.v i or of eneL:y un.its ,,nd th ,~ ~e2c: inG 

ccirrLunicc:. tions • i 11 
. .· , .>:i u ric :n.n c<J 

-------------
wave. JIGlLT c,evc lo;x;,: ; . c<m:3icie:',.ble V()l u.: 1c o f in i.'or;,.; ,tion Phou:, ---
enerr,y intentions 

Khe, rlhu Cuong c1 nci 

,,. 
'v O .,. i-: To, into 

:'r-::>·.rinc c ;,re c: . 

( ded aciw,nce wE,.rnine of f ort-:,co;;,ini::; l:ostL:.d ;,ction. 
'-·· 
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.Jut, r,s indic.?.tmi, the eneny er,:iloyed s;.1,,J.lcr .. ,-: in ?orce r.n:~ 2.oc;,l 

VC units extensively c:ur::..nc the f irst H,, ve , .;icr..ific.'•.nt2.y c:egr-r, din[.; 

the effec.tiveness of JlGl;;"~' su.:-,port. ,lG:i:: :':' s u;!port :i.s 'i r ec'j_cr,t e--; on the 

ability to follm: the activitius of 2,.e;(l lL'litc, i n c cr:·nmicr ticns; as 

noted, only a fell o f the cr..e:. ;;y units ,,hich took: _,::rt 5.n the initic1l 

attact.:s h,~ve ever been 

are r,;onitorcd recul,, r ::.:r . 

l." ,. co. Jtunicr.t,ions; fe~.·;C r St i 11 

· :;.n reviewine the 'L'et ::,tt,.cks, some evalw•.tors sugi:;est th,,t ;.v,ny key 

consu:,,ers, no tr,bly ,ct the ,i·,"shineton level,. t r..mded to riiscount ,:,v,:iJ_-

able infor;:ic,tion bec&.use intell icence ir,for:mr.t j_on n:· s, in the -: iast, 

warned of innunc r:;hlc rme:::v thrc:,.t:, ,·ih i..r.h ,;ir: no r, U" t erirlize. T!ms, 

they ir:1ply, the Yc,rnin;s c2, ~.c 1:,hrour:h s o:-:ei.,.;)v• t 0 i l uted , i n thr•t ccnsu-

areas at once, .:rnd f elt ,,lGF.'/ ~,ources ·.1cre ovcrs t;,t ing their ctse. 

in 

che.oLer inc~ic,.tes thD. t th:i.s <,ttii,ucl c ,:r s not j ustifie (; . TrTouchaut 

the I, II c1.nd Ill Col'i :,s ,rec'.S , t:1erc w,,.s ,,n t.':11:n14l,..nce of .iIGI:!'l' i:1c!i-

cations of forthcouing eneny ,,ctivity which 11,v,,, in the :·<'.',st., '.)roven 

exceptionally va lid. ln recent yeR.rs; 3IGil-iT hRs scored ;,n ir:,r,ressive 

~ :-. 

I 1 -v' 
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( 

( 

string of successes in forecF,stir.r; r'.c'.jor ene:r..y-initiatet ooerrtions, 

cotrnand h,.s corte to plP. ce !:rc,:r, r e.:: li,nce on this info::v,r, tion, and hr·s 

consistently t c,ken. action in r es rons e to .3lGll T-:Lr,r'.ic;;;_tec: thre2ts. '.)ome 

initiated r,ctivity, anci i·1!1en <'. coL,li:i.n, tion cf c:n.1ch inrl :i.c2ton,; is ohservec!, 

vity for thc:1t ,~rec, , c,n:i in th0 i;::ncd i,·te future. Cbviousl:r, these 

attacks 2.re not 2.h1r,ys c:eliverec! , ou-::. w:1r,n t ii,:;y ,,re not, it sin:,lY 

reflects the ene::1y decision that conc.itions ,,re no ::.on:_::e r f;-,vorrble, 

often ns .cl resulj, of ?re-e;,tptivc ,. 12.i ,x'. ,,ctio:1 tricgerec b3' ~i lGI:r'; 

warnines. ln r:tany cRses, coll,tterr.l has conf ;r :iec: the ccmcellr-.tion of 

enemy ?.ttacks forecc>.Dt by S!(-il: J'..t.'. 

ar,mders h,ave c,c ce :)teci, re lice\ on, ,1.:1d ,:ccte< u:~on. J.n introc:ucin.c; the 

su;,u:iar;;r of ua.10r ...iIGii:T i:vlicntioPS provi:Jwi to CODSU.".Cr:0
; in the ;,re-

Tet period , it would be helpful to reyie1
.: the Lost useful ; nr: uni ver-

sal of these inci icators. 



Doc ID: 6632219                                      Doc Ref ID: A6632218

The <',ct.ivv.tion of forw<'.rc: tncticci.l he;,oqu,,rters by :::;"'jor enerr.y 

headquarters or divfa:i.ons is , crucir,l indicrtor. fhese eler,:ents riro-

vide their ;"Jarent hec~dcp.wrt0rs ;-:ith the cori;,f,nd ,,n_c'. control c.p:1c>r2tus 

requireti to ef.:.'ectivcly coortiinc,bc- the i"!ctivity of c, re7,ote or diverse 

force. 

'l'he institution of tnctical sigm:.l pl;,ns by ener,y elenents is P.J.so 

exceptionall~r si8nific,,.nt. These ;,lans provide for siTi:plified Pnd nore 

streah1lined t: o;:ununications :)rocec\ures, even though ,t ne.?.sure of security 

7he intir,tion of thes t! r; l;rn,; is !'.r'ececled by tbe silence 

( 

of nor:-;w.l sign&l plc:-,ns servinc the units involved. Since new t2.ctic,! l 

signal plc1.ns c:,.re not alw2.ys readily interce pted r.nd identiiie(~ , c:. corr.-

. rumications silence on occ.s.sion h;-;_s sicnrsled the :i.J1ple,::.entttion of tr.c-

tical co1:1rnunict1tfons by thy V:Tiits involved . The obserVElnce of tacticnl 
· ' 

signal pl<'.ns indicE,tes th2,t tr.ctic2..l tctivity is im::inent, ,mo. he.s been 

ohe of the nost trusted .:>IGINT . indice.tors. 
Coricentr2.tions .of cneuy elements in . r~ eiven c1.re<', is v,·1id eviC: cnce 

of enerr,y interec;t, anci. usuc,.lly occurs 1-,ithin ,~ Heck of the schec'.ul ed 

attack. 

·\. , 

Cor;11:mnicE.tions C:llert stc:'.tus for eneny uri.its is <'.nother reli<'.blc 

indicator. Unc :1cr,nifost2..tion of this ?..lert status is, of coUI'$e, the 
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iJnpleuentation of t.,tctic, ,l sit;m,l :ihns, which providt~ s i s plifier~ r·nd 

thus uore reli<',ole co::u-iunications . In uidition, the: initi;-tion of 

increc>.sed, often houtly sche,iulins i s of ten observed . In :,:r·n:' cc.ses, the 

order to iraril er:,ent incre<' sed sc:ie.5ulin0 i s nc1.s',ecl in r. retc:rb.2-e r·,es-

sage, ;:hich p recedes oy little :,:o r e th;-,.n c'. cl,,y the schedu l<Jd. ,!r- t c for 

. the attack, particul2.rly in the 1II Cor:,s &re; .. :~i13h 1~,essr,t:;e vol1.r-:1e, 

and the passin3 of hieh-preccdence t-r<:.ffic ')e.c: ring such instructions 

status. 

The rcsUi ;:,ti on of inteJ.li3,:mce coll ,;ction by :.T olcnents servin8 2. 

that unit i3 k:,u.r:ent. ; ,es _;: ,.z; ,_, :::; l'<'. :;sr~,: cvc,r ;.:1 frcilitjes reflect 

intensive · intclli,senco collection in t he t ,:, r ce t free.. ::ioth :<I r::essr.ges 

and those pr.ssed ovo:r lo;-:-leve l tc.ct ic~·.l f .:ocilities r ever.l cne::1y Pttrck 

plcms in considc r.: ,'o l c: ct;.i:!., 'uy- enaoli nG :>lGI'.~T ctD<1.lys\s to r ePct oy,c) ers 

passed fro1:: cne,w hc<'dquarters cl,.,;ients t:,o t'. heir r ecormr, issc,nce r nd 

t 
\ 

To review briefly the list of the r..ost ~ienific;int indicators: 
\ 
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Actiw.tion of t'",ctic<'.l forwc>.rd eler:-ients by enemy divisions or 

ad:.,inistr<.1.tive he ci.d.cp,, .rte rs. 

J.mplenentc'.,tion of t,·.ctic::l :,iE_;n;:-,1 ::Jc: ns. 

Concentrations of enc::-iy (-:lo;,:ents . 

Corr .. '!lu.>1ic2. tions r:lert st<': t us, o,.s s Uf,[GS ter: b;';r incrc2s eci s checi.uline;, 

and abnom.al Lessc,te c'.,.ctivity. 

Increased activi t y by 1(1 e le~ents. 

Eeadc::ble ncssq;es . 

An ex2.uinc. tion of ;;.v,:iJJ, hle :..i J.(;II/:_' in t:1e ·· : ... 
:)!'C- .:.8v 

by area, r ever.ls nu:aeroU:s c;:rn:,l cs of thc obserwmce c.nd ri] :)ortint_; 

( 

portnnt 1:'ol(~ for lon;~rd '.q , .. L,;,.. 
,,· p: r 

,I.., ... . · • 

into the :Iuc are approx i:·:c:.tcly on,-~ .1onth before 1e:t ,, :1,: co:.1,mnic;i.tc~: 

·with a stca.(lily incrcP.sini; nunber o f .-.:~ '/1.' H co,JJicG , ... . ,.,_._, -,-r , . , . .. . 
,_._ , .. · _; ;. , 

. later· reve2.led a su:Jstr,ntial cor.centr?.tion of (':Dr;;~.:,, eJ.er-,ent.s in the Hue 

area, fc,,turinr; trie · i:'or .-.02.rc:. ,;_-;_rn ,ent, c>.nd v:,,r.ncd of r cnc~·:e ~. e:1e:-0,r in-

terest in :,the i;uc ,1re,0.in tr,e ?3 ~'"nu:-,r;y ;,i j .' .. i . !'.o~._rc.v·e r, 

l., · diiJcovered until severr,l <l,-7s c:.fter the oF.ttle for Hue huJ b~[;un. 
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{ 
\. 

. In the BJ :.-' ront [•.re;:,, r-e2,c.2.ble nessr.ges Drovic1.cd P· 1-:ec,lth of c\etr-.il 

concerning ;Jldme(i cnerrry rct:wns in tr.e :\?.k: To <'.nil ~:uc Co ,lrens. :,q, 

B3 !"rant activc:ited s ever c:}_ hc]Lciri,uc rte rs elenents - one northe,•.st of 

1-'leiku city, to coorc:_in,:.te atk·cks on Pleiku. and Le Tha_aj'l; _ ,end :"Cssi-

bly the ' ,,ttr.ck 0:1 ,.ontur:, citv u, well. i-.nother, thY-auch r-. 1st Livi-
• 

sion hec.dqt:,·.rters cleccnt, exercfrcr: control over o;,eu:tions j_n th.e 

movine in conjuncti_on Hith the . .. "!;:' 3Jrr: -CDi:.,e!'lt, d.rec t ccl the , .ttr:ck on 

Ban ne fhuo t. 

Kqnturn l"rovinc 0 border {: rc:c", , 

Province border &rea northe~s t 

suborciinc0.te to Eq, ;\J front ,,nil , ,q , ~st ~<~v3.s ion i n the (i,·ys :crece,:inc: 

repositionine of Jrd Division elcffent.s to.-;,.rr:_ the c-xst in'tlrite J?.nu-

ary, into the vicinit:r of sev::::rLl n.,jor towr..s. Sir-:ilr.rly, ;\:.Vi' re-
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( 

sults disclosed ::;. no ve,.·,ent l.iy ?n( ::ivision con:)Ht elec~nts fro,·1 their 

bases in the -,:ue . .ion . nrea of t:-,r:: )w ·.nc LJ:,- )i_;.n;~ Tin r.Jorfier re t;io n 

tow[l.rci the (~u,,nr, ;;r,n - ;U,.n::; 'fin con.s t. l·;ne::ij0 1, ,,ssr.r;cr; , s cnt t o ," :i.J. J:<'• j or 

cor:u:mnc.s ir, the coEsta.l l'rovinces (::u;:,nc ;,,,;-,,, ·.:Uc·nc 1· 1 · 
.i.lD, 

' . ,. ... ) . .... 
Binh Dinh, Phu Yen and i,;1rnh Hore) l~is cusse<i rttr.ck pr eri.rr.tions, 8.nd 

t.he 2nd anc. Jrd
1

[ivfo ion 2.ree .• ,\11.three 1·e[;jJ ,ents of the ?.nd-:.ivi-

sion were in Eo n &tt:tck postur e , t.s evici..:mcec~ by the 1;1,d.ntenrnce of 

tactical control over these units by the .i:'orv:.-rd .·;leaent, ,,q, ?nd :~:.vi-

sion. L' .;nal::\,,r Qrl 10 J-, " U ' ~y r-'- N, "'....- , .,. • . ..• ' 

attacks in the 2.nci ihvis ion ccre ,' , .ilGJ:.:·~· r c ;0orte -5 the ir:iplenent.?.. tioo of 

In l1I Cor'j•S' c. v .:•.riety of the~;e inclic, .tCJrs ~!GI'~! ;:-, lso ohs ervec,. 

T°"l'fO'lT" .:··:i.. :; 1 j 

7th Divisions were observed. 00>1ccntrc,t i ons of cne:,,y elenents· c:evelo::ec1
. 

in Tay 1,linh, .0inh '.)uoni3 c>,n :.i. !,out ::crr: :..,ic::n :lo' .. r ovinccs . Jr1::-: ic:-:.tions 

of a. co::u:mnicn tions P lcrt str.tus WP.re provic\eci h~r the ret ·me,,. rr·.nce 

of sever,al conz:mnications ~Linb ·,rhich M<l ' oec,p in::ctive recnntly, 
,.,. 

hilitc>.:rJ _Intelligence elecent s servine the V~>th anrl 9th ;-;ivisions, 

-.-..... · ;; ··., ., ",.;, .. ,;;,·. 
CJ---· 
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inactive for scverLl weeks, rcsuued conr..unict.tions c1nci reporting in 

early Januc:cry. Orj 25. Jc1r:rnu7,, the VC 9t'.1 <1ivision, i: nic:1 hc:.c~ rcsunec! 

earlier, beg.=m I)<'.ssinr; tr,ctic,.l ::-,css,,ges to i t,s subor::inrte 271st .·:eci-

rnent.. cu;:;vi:, during the in 

exc):iangine hi;h- ) rccedcnce n0s ,F,i:;cs with r;1?jor heu:.o_u,.1·te1·::, t:1roughout 

II, 111 .c,nd IV Gorrs. 

'i'hroughout ~outh Victn,.n, therefor,:,, cncr::, 0-0: ,~unicc1.tions in the 

pre-Tet period r:J,nift;sted ::.ilGEl' ind.er.tors i·;hich h:-,vc , i n th8 yist, 

co:i;isistentlJ pointcc~. to i ,,:uendi.nc , ction by the units involvec:.. 'l'o 

a , l ct ree extent, however, tr1ese inci.icf:,tors warned of ,'. series of 

scheduled ,,.s follow-:-u;')S to the first wnve, in :·:hich uroc:n centers 1-; ere 

attackec! , rwinly by local forces. Thus, tlt:1ouch the ~ilCT:T 1·:ci rninrs 

were loud 2.nci w11:~istc1ke2'ble , the~- ',rer e Ctmer<" ll:r u,1<,hlc to ;.ir.;:::oint 

the tr,re;ets of t:w enei:,y 1 s first ..rr-.ve, ·.-;ith " ftfo' e:::ce:1tj_ons s uch .. , C 
c,.0 

Hue a.nr;i dan i·te Thuot . 'l'ne ruli,.n~o on loc2.:i_ force :'.nd si:f.11 ::1<'in force 

units, which cannot oc follmred iL ncr.io co:,:munic<:tions , d:iJ1ins hed t:ie 

capacity of ~IUI:'i'f to foreci: :,t t::e nr..ture of the~ eneny offensive, 

althouch the continuous ,md ·,ri_ck"'srread observance of inctic~tors of 
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attack alerted consw ·,ers to the tact that a n,~ssiv:e, well-coordin;,tc<l 

enemy offensive Wc'.S plr,nned. 

On 23 Fcbruc:.ry 1968, ar:n·oxi,::2.tely three ;-,eeks ;:,fter the strrt 

of the 'l'et Ofiensive, a ~,'.c,:1ar,~nc u:i i.,'as prepe1.rcc: for the ; 'resident by 

his :Foreien lntcllit;c nce . . civiso:'y .302,ni, 

Chairnan, Genernl . ,i.l}'.',:cll n 
j.) • 1 0.y:_i_o~. TLis 

.... 0ne sicn~ture of its 

j n f o:-:ned the 

alleged 11 intelliget1ce f,ti::!..urcn v,::ic:1 occurred r.,t the t.J.: ,.ii of the Tct 

Offensive. 

In pursuinc this investi[:C tior., t he :>o,"..r,·\ ,~.ct 1-;ith repres"nt,.tivcs 

intcllicence info:·: ,,;Lion :: ·c;l,, U.n/: to ii ctn,·.. Un 2;, i"ehru:,ry, ·th~ 

.iJoard directeo. the i~1tclliumc,~ co::nuni ty to conduct n. study of int cl-

ligence bcn.rin6 on the eneuy ,1'.1ildup ,~1irine tlrn t..wo '.iecr~s Y)l'CCe'rl -in" 
I · ~--•--- "U 

the 'let ,, tkcks, hnd rcrort its findincs by 

i' .. ti!" 

harch, <'on< joincc '-\Y oiy;e:::·vcrs t'rou cr:;c. ',.C r,n( . .-\C\', it ! ,et ,·:ith 

(g2 --
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deputy. 'l'hc 'i:orkin0 r;rou;)-,,lsa re·.rimrf~cl in ,'.e:.:ii]_ vr,,rious rele,r;,nt 

intellit:;ence (iocu; ,,ents . 

two weeks :)reccc:ing let 2.tt ,,c ::,; ·.1hich 1n.,-vic\cr , .r:w ilcc info:": ,ation ,m 

t! ;/;;£!.t su,;str-ntive cv2.lu2.ter·. infor;,,\ior. '>c,~ri!l[ on the 
att,Lck on the ci1:,ie,} rcrcim.l t:-H, follo;:ii:[. o ':f>ci_;: ).s in the 
period J;.1.nu, Lry 15-JO? (1) ~;c:-vm:,l .. est11orcl0 .nc!. , (::) JCS, (3) 
Jecret,,ry of Defense, (IJ, rY; J. , (5) T:-,~ .··rcoirl·cnt-. 11 

11 On 17 ,hmu,.ry the irs t in ,, series of ,;I(',II:~ re:')orts 
providinc infon!.<.tion rel~·.tinc to rct,tr·cks i:i ;)·._:: ;- ,,,rs re-
leasec.i. i'ro;1 L..>1, . ':'l18se .:i i Gli;'/ rc:-::orts r:c.:clJ.t i.:i th infor. .,P.-
tion ;,rin,,.rily com:;,rning intcr, ,ie .: ',/G/r;,.v;; ':ttr cb: tc ·De 
launched q_;.:Limt citie::; in the ~>3 ~·ront 2.rc?. (i. c. i:on
tw~., i:'leiku, : •;0,rl,:.c .rovinces) , the ; .i. 5 coc" ,;t, l l'rovince 
r,rer. (i.e • . :::uane; : i,.I::, ,:n::.nG 'a'i.n, ~u.,,,ne :-Jcc'i, · J inn linh1 , 
and -- to , •. les:.;er dc0re•:: -- tiie city of :!uc . .. " .... • . " 

.J 

11 
• ! 

I 

I 
f 

i 
I 

! 

; 
' . 
I 
I 
i I 
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On 24 J <1.DUi:,. ry ::>IGII;I reports \lerc r elen.s ed ;d,ich str.
teci · thc:t the ~- t t;:, cks to t,cl~e ::lEce in the· 2,.fore::,cntioned 
provinces ,·:ere _ir-:i:1.ir.cnt (,.lt:ioufh no specific ::,.tc or ti;-:e 
could co e:. ete:"l .':i.ned for the:,ir ]_tu.nchin:;. 

'.1.'he c:ccu,.,uJ.c:,tion of 01.C~IL'i.' clrt2 ,,vc:jJ_0bl;: :jy :-::5 LT,.n
uar:.r prov:._d(;rl cvi cic.-:nce o i."' ; !_ coor{~in:-·:. tec.i ··/ietr.t~.;;·Lcs<~ Cc1·1:.:1tmist 
ctttc:.c!< to occur in ~e·vcri:'l 2.rC?. s of Ooutr1 \Fj_etnr'.Ll in the 
neE.r future. .;'hile t;;c bu~_l,: o i' th, , evidence i.ndicr te:1 the 

. r.:ost C:?:'iti.cccl :i.ndic;_,tiorn, of ,.tt: ,ck to ·:) ,:; :..n t:1e nortLcrn 
hc::lf bf tLP, coun1~ry, V1(;re ·.,,'.S s• . .1.ff:..cient evic:encc ,.·hich 
pro;!:.;'itc.d j·~ J.:~ t.o SttLte tI·:t t ·vri c tn~;J. i~::.~e (;()1·:...::1unj_st llnit.s in 
·-:,~ , · ' • l ··' ·,• c•-- ;l •-r -.. , · , • -. 1 r-,,.,,--~ , ""' : .. - r l l , ·t ~ • 
.dC.:. ... .1 ~o \·,OU_,t .:. .lOv~l1.)...i...J· .. )(-; J_r_vc, .... \ ... ;-\, ,':\.) _ ... -.;_~,L...:... • .:.:~=-~; r ,CCl.11~:u-

lci.teci. 0lG°li/l1 ci<~ t<1 L!, 11 .l the ._)J C~ll·'. 1,: c.nr.2:.;rs ts ir:t :;rnrstc• tion 
of sc...r.1e ;·."HS r e~:ort ec~ or_1 r.~5 (._;: .:i', .. ;.;··. r: . .r. 

Jubscquen -cJ to the :,1f0Jicr tio!1 c f L~1j_~:, ,·nr 1ort t .n;·: bc!-
fore trle ·initic~.t ion of T ... !18 1:\\]t O.i'fen0ivR1:, : .. ). ·_ pul·,~j_;,hcd 
so~;1e 10 follm·t-1.1.;; 1·e:Jcrt:,-- z Jl of ir'.iir.:h cont;oin,~; jcfor
Llc:-:.tion !-3 llp iilcn :c:nt:·,l L;~) -;_,\i•} >z-~ ic r-~: ·:.0rt-- ·~1i1-ich i1u .. ::i.c:E .. t cC:. 
th(.t 1vrc/l;:·.~ri ., u.:nit ~3 i r: ._ }() ".! ·,; j_ r_~t:1; ,j~:. \tC; "J.'8 ·-·~cccc1r ··i :_:: · ~.rith 
i°;r'et ·1:. r:~t...io n3 : c:::.·· i_ :./i.i11 t_:n0 Lttc1,:s • 

.Jitut:.tio n .,.o \J~:r. t i·~.ro~1~~h r ... \e c~is t :~!ll:~ ~! .. ~~:\. j_!1t8rn:· l -~·or~-;:- r::-
(~inG r·rocedtlrc :o; -.. ~r~ j_c~1 (. : rect~) th-: t, s~}J.~~ctc:~ : :·!j_,-:_:h i:it~'Jrcst 

·, , 1 

rC:i)Qrts 71roc;_?-,!ce~ :_ c~_
0
·~-~~u:12-,. · .. --_;, n·.--:~.---~:;' __ ~) ___ u;,r :r:~-~--i-~_,·:_,; ___ ,r_~ :,·· __ '. . . ::hic~1 1-;(:! rr~ :rz; lt t~d 

to the 2.;:~I,·t.:n(inr,~ · ... v· _ ~,__, •·.~ _.J :.:0:iI'.aJnj_:~t n.:'_~ ·\;n3ive, 
included th(~ ·.1t1itc . . cu;3 i:-; ; _~_: c ;1 ; ,·.~('..res .:;r~0 ; thi ~::~ scrv·ic;J ~.-r(0 

in ·rest:or.s ·c to t~ lc: :>:1ccif j_c 1·(~qtu;.:st :.-·e c cive< .- · _" i_; :··1 t:1c:·:: . 
i.-istri-:Jlt:_,j_o~ of. ;· 2.1 -~/1c:l 1.~ 't:: ··:orts .inc:1_11,.}2 ,_:: ~-: ~.1it, :·r~y·· / .. ~_;sis-
tance ;~o~ ::..: ·:t-i I·1r~. , ·-IiGtnrr ·~ ; :: .::' -~. 0- ~~(- ~ >·o·rc8, _·/.i.et:ir·! --. ; 1.J ;_-"' fc~ .. Gl 
1·orce..., '/iutrv·,t~; ·~01 . i :~: 1 r1:; i11L: 1....; :_~. :lc;t·: · l , III ·: .~ rinc : :·~- :--,,:·1 i:')j_ous . 
.._:/orce; uO~ -~r ·,c: :.n(c r ih C:1j¥r.;f, .i.t-Cific; ,_:,;;~1.t r( _.~ J~;,t:jlJ.iccnca 
i·'-gency; ...i t_,:·-. t8 ue:~·r: rt...:1·1 c11t... ; :--;r.: f ~::nJn, ~ntr...: ·;\~~r:•.~nc c:! .' .:_;(Jnc:; .. ; 
tJoint Chie~f~_; of ~ . .",t t . .ff; . t tion; 1 ·i i:· .. ::'._ c,'. :Jj_r11-:>: ~-· ·; nJ, :.;r .' 1 

tot;: ~f 23 r ole-

-,"."V'i'":1';-il ., ... ·"' ·,/ of 

~;. 

Uf interc3t is the f,ct (_:. _, _ _; . 5; t:1e: onJ.y 

cited iter.:J ,·rhich ,: i -: i r.ot co:-tC'!rr. 

i 
I 

-1 



Doc ID: 6632219                                      Doc Ref ID: A6632218

( 

ligcnce , CIA, 

DIA; Colonel (;cor z_; e; .. ). - . 

Cr:: ft, ol' fo r s1-101.·.is-

sion to Gcnc-,l'i..l 'i :,:,1or by 1 _. r il. 

t .1"':.· 

and offici;-· l s CO ili, : Ct, 8(' • 

, ~ i· . 

.. , _ 
'..1.'(, 

t he t 

offiC'.C!'3 

"3. . .• l~herc \·:as t 1_~-~1 0 c~v _·,_c:._c.:11c (! , :Joth i :"1 ,;;·.i eon r nc! 
·,-;1-,shir1e::to:1, thrt the ene; ,:l •,;;: s JJ r e:x0 rinc: for "'- serie::, of 
cOorc:ini:: ted c.tttacks , prat<-.b1;, ... 0!1 ;:. ~L r[; r; r s et.}_ : t11r n C! V e r 

be for·~. i'hcre 1-:~.s cvidt1n~c in t:1e :_;.:.tter :1:-,.rt of t.: c·:r1ur.r:r · 
th;:-,t t11ese t.tt,, cks ',·:er ·.= i r·. tirwnt 1-r:5 s o: :,! of th~, tr r c'-:ts 
ht,c.i b~on i ctentifieci . : r)t :1 in ::j,- icon f,nd L , -.:c shincton, 
this intelli[;tmcc ,-,c1.s co:J,,unicat,3c to s enior : ,il_iLry ,;_nd 

1)olitic<'.l offj _cers, ,'nr:i. r esulte,; in ,i series of ,•c:tiona 
in Vi etrn:,u 1·•hich cons:Lc!e r:··:;:;_:, ;" P, , 'UC:'::(: t he iJ ,::,, ,ct of the 
eneny oJ.'l'c:i:.ive . 

l;. The str:,~t(.!;_;j.c :1-::.r n in.c; time; ;,r ovi,:er: r,) ', T,-:!~:ients -no 
sri.2 ... ll ;:.chie.,r~~l.lent f o r t h~-; c~J int;-::J..Ji~~(: ncc ~·.n r,z·.rr;. t11s ir1 

ti .. ~ . 
The r e:Jort noter: tho.. t ,·;c }v:vt, no t, c' chievcC hi 0h-Jeve l c l andes -

tine penetr,ction of t he Go;:!huni:it hie r~,rch:r . J.r: , , ::ition, hirh-levcl 

eneuy .:our~.unict'.tions 2.re ur1re2.(!c, b }.c, forci r:e intelligence ;· e rsonncl 

to rely on t he c:nc:lysis of ;:_ h~e volur..e of low-level re '·c> rts of 

11 

:ii 
t -I 
! l 
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· c·":.n.d to sift ou. t ke::v iter~s from the 1:blcre of back-doubtful v;:•lidJ.dty, . . _ 

.( ground noise11 • 'I'hc rc~·ort Yloter'. ti1c !I cryinf ~-:olf 11 :,rob1en, suecestine 

( 

·, 
\ 

thc.t aithouc:1 ,,gcr:t rc',orts of 1; .ny of :.he ,:tt.~c:cs ·,;ere ,vr.il?blc, there 

and ur,ny othe r c'.::tes 11
• 

• 1. J.. 1nn1c2. ,..,ors 

to verify colJ.,,tcral 1,rr,rnincs i:, 1::i ,nifes t; these it:r:ic;:-tors •,rerc ci:i.s-

cus,scti in prccec:ing :1;,_rn.cr, ,,ll ,; . 

eneny: 

n6. I:es ~ite the ci,~ 0rc ,'o q f .st:i:r1.t :1L;ic i·:erninr; ;-:irovided, 
the eneL:Y rchievcd ; con,, i•.ler:,.'o l c c:t:u;r Jc of ~~r cticaJ sur
prise. • •• The n0st i- 1::o rt.c:.nt fr.ctor i n th:Ls ,-m.s tir.ting. 
:i?ew UJ or G'v''.i offici&ls bcJ 1 i ,N,x: the er:~;;<\" ,:ouJ.ri ;.ttPck 
durini:; 'l'et, ,,nd for c;oo<i rcc,s on. • • • r;enerr- l ,.'es t r·,ore
le.mi ex;:.,ected he2.v-J r-.tt,, cks either just before or just 
c,fter Tet, c\nci th2 'Iietn<'HJse LToint Genr;nl Jtrff lv.ri. r.u
thorizcd 50,; l e c1ves. ,:;-vi~;, ,nee to u~sct this gencr<'·l b e lief 
die: not co::,e to h, .nd tm::.il 2/r }j.ours er so :Jefore the cener2l 
r-.. ttc,cks v:ere l, ,unchcd, ti,(! 
ture initicitives in ,,s: 5. 
uhi ts coulcl bu c;lertec: n1C: 
spotty. 

1::ost L .L~ort<,.11t 1-)f-.;ing th~] !-,r er-/1 - · 
.=r:. t!l t; s!1ort t.i2: J1 c:.v~. ilr-.hle, ·TJ3 
-.:ere, but , .. .:"!'.. :: (-: r·fon ,i'.nce wc:s 

7. seconri Del.Jar f2 ctor of s ur)risc 1-:~s the mr::bcr 
of si.i":lult,~neous <'-.ttt,cks , :ount~c; ; l.:J j_ntelli.ccnce hc"-:i civ ~m 
the ene1w ce.pability for coorciim.ted rttr,cl:s in e. nunber 
-0f .~reas it once, hut not in all ;rc~s; tone~ •••• 

~. ;_,;oth. ~ir~shineton. ;·.nd :_); i con \·1erc s1J:r~-ris eel. b~r Corn
rnunist enphr,sis on the use of '.iiet Co;-ig r: trwr tlv' n :·:orth 
Vie;µn,,Vies e , r.n:l loc;:,l force rc,t:--icr thrn :,tin force tmits • 

. ',ihilc they exy'Jcte,;. c.tt,c!:s on t he~ cities, t :v::0 ,:i( no t 
e:;-:~Ject the of.fon;;ivc to hr.vc :,he cities r·.nd th~; cor:u:1r:nd 
anG control centers c::.s its prL1cr;;r object.iv,: •••• 11 

er:1phasis on the cities stcimed from the disregnrding of eneny :)rop~-

T -
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gancia concerning the !ti!inter-s.:')ri..'1g offensive". T!1c report noted 

·that there \·ms no •·e,, l l'Cc'' .. . scn,· for · t 11 · ... ~ in ·:i ___ i r,r}nce ,,n,,,·i·; ,:;t"" to '"·"Ve t~'<"'n 0 -'-. . ...,. 1.,,.-: . c .~ (,'.;J. 

,-..!:'\c-i· . ,r, .. :, L,' s ihilrr L:rt.n<iose enc:~y sir.ce in the 

plans for offensives c1.n.~ ;..:ener2.·~. u · .. r .~s,_·_n. b"·s 1.t' ' <1 noi· , .,.t ,,, r· - , · i 
- - - ~ J <'. ... .J .i:tl': r.:. ic · .. 1.l~-~ec . 

J... !1e .,.,.".ls·..., + · ·~ · 
L.,. ~ v . :,onse vO inte.Ll:i.[;snce :r;:,.r-

nings by the :i. llicc! co:,n.:,r.ri in .:i<'.i[;On c.n·. b;;r offici;::ls in , f P..s hin.:::;ton: 

. . u 9. Dcsr1ite these f'i<'[lS in t :ieir unc:erstc1ndinc of the 
cner:iy's plr:ns, ·,:2shint;ton r,n •.i. ,; ,i.igon were, 2,5 stntec. ec'.lrlier, 

fully ,:Ve.re th,,t t}w (::J,e:,{y- :,lc1nnc,cI P: najor offensive, proh;;bly 
coorrl in;-,tcc.i , tt,.c:-rnin northern I Corps, I>k To in the hiGh-
11:.ndc; of 11 Cor:.-s, <'r.·: to'.-,crc: , ,c1jc;on forrr. north;.,estern III 
Co::."~~s . /~s 122rl.y c:s 10 c.Ttnu;: ry, f~enerc1.l .. ~cstf1orcl:1 nd .hctrl 
cc"ncclleri certain !'lcr:nc<: 01),J r r.t ions in northern III Cor::s 
in orc:cr to re :~osition ll :,::, .forces h es.'ore .3;:-icon. Ir: subse
quent c:,~:rs :1c issue: , r s0rios of ',·r, rni:~cs. to his cort·1rnce rs, 
.:.:.nc; ,.o the u,; :_issi.cn, t:1f.t th ,~ cnc~,w ·.-:ts ·, le1minu; ~o 2.tt,ck • 
. :~lthou,ch ~1e hc:.d nov s.x:~:>.::c~c..-1 r ttr:.c~s :_~_urine r:'et, r.e recor;
nize,: ,:t once :.. he :, icr;ificrncc cf the ,-re: .,,ture i-<.ttc?cks i..'1 
----~ 5 ;:.1r1ci" on JO (Jc~nur~ .. r:r notifieri. aJ.l his· co:··:;. .. ·,rn~l~rs to expect 
;:,ttc.cks t:1,~t nit:ht. 1.s ,. r osult ;-11 L , units ,·;e re fully 
,:;.lerte(., f;lthour:,;h ir: ; .e,s t c,:.scs they rii :! not hrve tine or 
ini'or,,i,,tion t.o t,·ke ,:ctivt) ;: ,e,,sure:.1 ,i[?:in:·;t the en:;ny •••• 

10. 'i.' cw :-\,lrcency f eJ.t in .>,1£:0Y't. i·f<, :'i not, hot-,CVfJr, 

full~: tr,,n5I:i1ittcd c.O ',ir,sllinc:"on or ti:l'.i c r~;too,! there. .,s 
,, rcslJ.:tt, fini ;;]y:( .. inte J_li ::e n.ce i:isse,:in0.te<t i:c . .'2shini:; to:, 
,.:...:,.1 t ,... -. .,.:...":;. t · 1- -*:\ ,,·..!.. ;·· · c, ·- ,! , . .,- ... r ~ ,---~ ,.....· .... ..:c · (':<..., t " ',-'4 , .. ~., no ~ur. ,,, .in ,1 , , L.,, . •• 1 .. ,,, ,1,., 1.•., u ,. c~J . .-J.,!."' :-,re.:,cn in .,c. ... c;on, 
••• fh o i ;-.. fo_r .. :c tio r~ t:; : ::,; tr~.~1s1 .-~itt ::;,·i c-~1:: t~_uJ~r r.nr: J:;-zerl, hut 
[·tl.~O~l !Ji·11:?rG is not l'C C . ..: ~j_l:,.r ·;'?.s~-;e·:l OVC~::- ::~ tr: °:.ot;r• -,c circuit. 
,/c be:-.ie·vc, Lherelo~.-_! , t}-1; .t 3e::ic.r c-f .i~:"t.c~i:· =:.s i11 . .'c::.shint:ton 
r 1.:.~C ~--::i V C( "~"i t.rr:5.n[_;s in -:.:,ho ··::criod '\'·1-.)0 / ;_; ~1-ut 1"2,r n.f fort..hcor:.ine 
c: ~tt: c J-:s, ':_-i{1t t :1:_?~:;l-, ~.-: .. r :: i;-i{:'./l :·.i ~:. 1:0u 1 1if.fr:1, Sl1i".f icicr1tl:r 
fro: .. ;~ r·r~_ier ,,,.~r- rnin~:3 ~.>'J ; ·.>:(J t !·>.: soncJ.cr .f1111:r r;_i·.~<.re thrt· 
t}10 \:;1r ~ .. :(.s c..!.bout to cntt~r :· 1:e~-:. stc:.;e . • •• 11 

ligc::nce in the four C:or;ls , rc2.;5. I:1 I Cor :)3, t :1e cner;:y ,, chicvoct the 

'lec-.st ciet,;rec of tr-c;ticc'j_ sur:')rise; the let truce hf,d been c,mcelled 
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on 25 Jc.nuc:ry, and U.~ c·,nc_ \/"i etn2~·-1ese troops ·were better :"Jre:12.re,f th,m 

eJ.sewhere. ,.mly in :-ru e cij_d · the ener:;y effect successful lodgerrtent. 

ln 11 Cor::s, Hhcre t.ttacks strucl; th,, first nic;ht, there wRs no 

24 hour i·;c,rnin_s 
~;~h~ 

~eriod which benefited . ,/1 . co:mn,:mic r s in other zones. 

i:ov:ever, in co;;,;,ensc',tion , far no r e intellit;e:nce wns . av2.ilr.ble, from 

JlGL:'l' nnd other sources. Although 1\lliem forces were sur0rised te.cti-

call y , theJ' were in 2. hi[:;her s t c:te of 2lertncss thE,n non;,2.l, especially 

durinG '1'et, as 2 result of ,in.;)lc intelli8ence \'TP.rnini:s. 

J.n 1IJ. Corps, there he.d been intelli.sencc indic<'-tions for some 

wee}cs which inc: icntec th2.t encr",Y uni ts ,:.lone the G2rc,bo:' .. i r..n bor:"!er were 

r:,ovine tm·rard '-'aieon. This, plus the ntt2.cks in II Corps on the night 

of 29-JO Janue.ry r ponpted the />.llied coi,nanct to nl,~ce III Corns rnr. JI FFV 

on general alert on 30 ,.T cmu.=. r y . 1:urine the c:.<~Y, mo re s pecific infor-

mation concerning the ene.i,1Y E.tta ck on jaieon :)cc2.ri~t, ,;v«>ilrble. 

In IV Cor!)s, the c ner:c;:r r:,ttriinerl t:1c ~rc,0,tcst c'. e13rec of ~rnr;>rise, 

as al.:1ost no ,1dvr,nc3 infor,s- tion reg;:,r( ing c-ne:".}' int.:rntions in thc: t 

areE'. was cieveloped curing t:w :irc-Tct :ic rioc.. ~'he chief ,.:;,.rnine 

signe.l was the 'lIE,ve of e:,tt;c.cks in II Corr s on 'JO J;, .. r.urry. '::'he reriort 

noted, in this context, thP, t t:.-iere V'c,.s no co,.i:mn:i.c,1tions lnti,,1liger.ce 

capt.hility in IV Corps c:. t the ti ;'.le cor:":xi rr,ble to thr>t iiFothnr C-:or:Js 

areas. 
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( 

\ 
\ 

"'h t , . ' t ' t ; • . t,l t th h . f . f l e re;,or COl1C.LUC8C! .>;/ GC ve.r'l:,1n1ne ,l,, · e eXC c:.nee O ; J n Or'.")'.-

tion nnd the . coo rd inc, tion ,:.chievec! h c t;-;ecn v, rj_ous intelligence :,ro-

encountere~, in the d i.ssBI:linr.tion · of relev, nt inf'on:·_;, t,ion b etween th-3:c;c 

intellieence producers c'. icl not ,,.ffect the cc:-:er;-0::. inte 1.lii:;ence !]icture. 

Finally, the r eport notec~ that thi~ ener::y 1:,ithheJ.d c2ri:r ?A'J:i 2nd 

l·lain Force VC units fro: :1 the 9ri6im;.l ;-tt?.cks , intend inG to follm·, u:1 

th~ initial c•.ssc.ults with c-. r.ew ',:&ve . riowever, in .:_Jl but r. fe·,; instr·n-

ces, the report concl1.11: eci, 

initial attr,cks h,,d nor, ,:i.chicvc r; the ho00,~ -fc, r objectives. 

, 'l'he ...ilGlii'f c:,sp0cts o f this re:1ort h, ,vc been cii~~cm~sec: in so~.1e 

detail in section !·. oi' t:1fo subhc,:::l in0 • · One .:-,oint '::hich st<'nds out 

is the deLree of reli2.ncc on :_iJGL;T infor. ,,c.tfon. SIG-Iii: evidence ',,,;:, s 

the most 9.i£nificP-nt )W8-Tet intellie~nce. · ,\s im:.ic;o.teri, . the 2.;:._r~e 

volur:w of blGL'.T iiSor:L,.t ion c.vaili:cble concernint; forthco:dng eno;iy 

initicttives in :i. Cor;is pl,0.ycd :c sicnificc.nt role in Generr,l .ies t r.,o re-

lane.l's decision to c,rnccl th," ·/ Qt trucu in :i. Gorps , <1.S of ~5 Jurnuy • 

.::i:trong .:)IGIJ.T indic,:1tio11;_, of 

II Corps le~ to a ~osture of heiehteneti a lertness on the p~rt of 

·• 
American units ir: t ha. t. ;:;, re,1, which reduced consider<'-bly the· effects 
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( 

( 

of the enamy ~ttt,, .. cks. .JlGL~l.' infor,.:,ition on enemy E:ctivities north-

by .... 
:.,.nG 

attacks in ll (;orps 
-· ,-.i;:.s (':.... :,~ore :..lie,nific, nt f;,ctor. the 

IV Copps qu, lit:,· of :i.ntelli£,;encc in t:i~,t 

arec::... 

·Goard issued ~,~ncr-,or,•m\:ct for tho i-rcsi_rlent u11: .. cr th,~ :-; ±cw·ture of its 

the Board 1s investic,1 tion. l t bec;;·n: 

"In J:iY r.:cnor,,nnur.1 d&. t eci i'eorur,ry 2J, 1968 you were in
formeci tha.t your /oreigr; l:, tel:ticence ~i.c:visory l ,or.r:i ',:rs look;.. 
. . t +' I! • J.. ll . f" • , ,, , • ' 1 , '1 "' ~;d,...,... inc 1-n ·o ·~ne in,.,e . . _l[:~mc,, J : i .L1tre· :-rrucn r ___ ~rc,r,e: i_y occurre 

·at the tir,e of t'r:e icttrck:, cm 3oi1th Vietnrnes c cit::.es c:urine 
the '1\~t holi(:_; ,y J.nst c:,.nn,,r;;r. It ,:;~, oitr ;:,ur1;ose to c:eteminc 
insofar t:.s pos:c;jble . (a) ,::1cthcr ndce;u0.te int.cl_lir;cnce indic;
tors ht'.cl been c,v,,ilc>.ole tr-) serve ;-,.s 1:r:rnincs :)rfor to the at
tacks; (b) Hhethor these \'i,'.rnings recl.Ct1eil, the ;:iro;Jer officir.ls 
in tir:1e; anci (c) ,:hr,t lesson;; ·bee.rine; on intelli£ence mieht bo 
lee.rned froL the exp8tiencc. 11 
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its investi£;r.tion, includint; th., esteblishinr: of the \·,O!'kin,s t:;rouy:, b:-,· 

· the intelligence co:v:,unity, c=:.nc. its ,.,ctivitios. The r;:cr-,o:rr•.nsun tncn 

su:nmc,rized tho results of the inqul.ry: 

11 1.. • • • '1'hrou0hout Jc~nw-ry, 1968 the inte}.lir,ence r, T1,c1r2.

tus was fillcci. .-;ith inc.:.ic,,tions th.:-,t the encrr,y 1,r·.s rire:::<'-ring 
for •'· series of coort i:1; t e:' , ttr,cks on ,: l:.~reer scr'. lo th;c.n 
eve.r hefor:::: r.ttei'.,~tecl. Considering e2.ch cor1,s . ;orca. seri2rrt,~l7, 
the c.lc2rest adv;-.nce '.-rr,.rnin.ss (:irectec: t>.ttention to the J_ike
lihood of "· t tc: ct::s in I Cor,;s, · '.:,he ;:ontuu-?lcikn , rcrs of n 
Corps, 1cnC.: the vicinity of j,,ii:;on in EI Cor;-is- In IV Cor:)S , 
the U.3 intelli;3cr,ce r :,1x' r <'.tus received virtu,:J.J.:, no ,<;_V< nee 
indic, •. tions of th,:: nr:turo ,~d extent of the ,, tt;,.cks i·,hich 
occurred. I! . .. 
This ' . er:1 .. :)nC~SlZ8S the ~e:rec to wnicn pre-Tet inte:i_-

th&t the cle.:>.rcst <',dvi",nce wc,r:1inc;~: we!'P.. receive,_\ in I a nd II CorT1s. 

In I Corps, the cvicicnce incLic<'tinc fortncorci:1;:; ,tt,·cks by ?,'.Vr ?nd 

Di vision elements in l'~uc,ng :ic:Ft t'.Wl .;w,.ne 'i'in h, s been (:ctn iled. in 

this chapter, . 2loni3 1-;ith ii~dic:c::tions of Pn 8n0rr:y threc".t t o :;ue. Of 

/ourse, the enei,zy- siece c: f Enc .;E•nh, which L·'.:![t.n in errnest on ?,i 

Jc,.nuc>.ry', i.·ms the 1~.i'JO!' f2ctor in Gner2l .:est:·:o rcl,?.nc: 1 s riccisjon to 

cancel the truce in I Corrs . 

In II Corps, the jjo, ,rd not8s, the :·1ost sicnificc:.nt F.c:v;;nce v:cir-

nings concerned. the f:ontw.:-?leiku area, ::.nd the vast <'J::OtL'1t of SIGJ:l"I' 

furinished on these 2.reas h,;~ ':Jcen reviewed. Heferences to the ~ikeli-

-:r!.~ I ·-
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hood of <J.ttE,cks in the vicinity of ._;,,icon 2:re r.;--. rt:i_:. :_ly ';;,:--,sc(; on nrc-

Tet SIGL.JT infoff,F.tion c:Ct,dlinc t h e build.u;-i of eneny cJ en.;;nts in :·] en 

Hoc. r,nd uinh Duong. In IV Cor ps , the J ot .. rc r ,, itcr.::tes, virtt:e.lly no 

intelligence \·,T,s received; this is the ~rer.. i·:here no .:.r:::G:::;:' ... ' resources 

\'rero rv~,i lc.cole . 'i'n.us, ,,i:en intc rviev;ed oy the :io:vking grou1), ;~llied 

.::HGIL'.!.' infon i,,tion in d e t,•ilint:; t he signii'iczmt '.)r e -Tct intelligence 

cne,:ty ::essc:,ees i ncli c<1. tins tl:c:.t there Houle b e ,:ttr,cks in II Co r !)S on 

11 ••• ·.-ri ~h rct/·.r .:.l t o tf::; tj_1·_:i11g of the en.e::-~y' s of i'er1-
.si vc, :::os t of tr1c i n t " 1.lic;cncc e:vclu;t,e,~·c1 concluded t-hr t 
c-he cL.'.::!r,sivE: :·;o st J.iicel:: ,:oulci o ccur j1:s t jrior to or· i :-cn.e
r.: ic, te:i.y follm;int: t:-,e .,_'et :-:oli dz·.y ;;eri oct 1:::-.ich cxtc nc:ec~ 
fro:., .;,.nut,r:r '?.7 to icoru,.ry 3 1968. ,\ fe1:r o: thP ev<'lur.tors 
ir: t:1c fielc:, incluciint; G,:mc r, ,l ·.;,)s t ri.orclcn( , incl.uded in 
their e2tiJ.1,,tes tho .s ~,ecific possibility t~at the ofi'ensiv'e 
1:~i<3ht, t?kc 1>lt?..ce duriric the; '1..\; t ho lic~.F'y·s. ..:i:ile sor.10 rtJ-
1;01 .. ts 31.!~gestcd thq JX)Ssiji1it:r of si;;iultEr,co.us E,ttc.cl-::3 in 
ce rt<,in £,. rc.?.s t'r1e LoD r ,: f owxi no!1e prec:icting tbe extent of 
the ;::.tt<'.cks ,·;hich a c:.u2.~.ly occurred or the c\ccr ec of s:iI'.;ul
tc:meity Lchiev cc: ir: their execution. 

The ..:)Oc>.rc: 2. ls o r.ote:::, thc.t there vms no in~ e:l licence 2.v2ilable 

to suLc est t he e::-:tcnt ,r.c m•.ture of the offensive: 
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11 5. in the intcllicunce avi'..il,:ble in the ;,re-7et ne riod, 
::.c.n~' of the cities, tm-:ns 2.ncl instRll;,tions c=·.ctu2lly Att '1.cked 
\icre ; .cntionod as ;,ossib2.e U, r,:; ,~ ts. . The :io<crd fincis J.ittlc 
in the pre-'i.'.:;'f intclli[.;cnce suE:i::;esting t:1r,t the country-wide 
,,ttacl·~s ,,ieht concentrc:te on the citie3 c:nci to·,ms to the vir
'Jual exclusion of frontier tar6ets or tb2t th,3 ener..y night 
seek to establish l ocige:,ent in these ur;)[-n c1re;1s r•n,: fo~;,.ent 
uprisin13s. ·n,e ex!)ect2tion seer:,s to hr.ve 0een that the 
ha.re.ss;1ent of t.he cities ,'.m:. tm·ms Hould ce confined lr,rgely 
to r:-.ortf.r ,md rocket r,ttr,cks,. rather th;:,n the ground 2ttP.cks 
;1hich ,,ctually took r:lr.ce. • •• 11. 

'.i.1 hc linite.tions of ...i}Gj:L'f c,, pr, bility r~,;:'osed b~r the eneny' s ex-

tensive :·c lic.nce on sr:£11 'JC units h2.s been c:iscussec:; this Hf.s the 

pr:L.tacy rei .. son tnE,t ..JlGL'l1 wr-.s un,,bln to fJ rerlj.ct that nttacks would 

occur in hu13e nunber oi' ur·oc:.n centers 1,hich ,·;ere invested, ,·rith 

t:1c e):c eption of . :uc , h,:n ;. c .L'huot, r nd f, few o Lher:s. Em·,eV8r :,--: contir1-

Uc,l re;.fcrc;n.ces to :tL-!:r.y" in ,,C·V(,'r,·,.l · h ,·.re"s, ~,.n 11 tic l,,ti:;c volu:ric of 

o'cserveci lect to clcrr ,:.r:.d conr'r,,te .. ·,·.L~·r.-,·1· •.. -."'i' • - - - v:2, rnings 

th& t ("'" r."ic:.ssive Ci ;J.d Vtefl l-coor·,·.,1.l· r~,,_·.rc: .. ! r.r• ~ ... i:r /' , • · 
-

6 v .. ..: "vI ;.,_,,. \ ~r:_ ve 1-r<=.s D. the o :,.fing. 

1'he 2) Jc~nUD,.r:.r r·o .;Ort, 1.·:C.1.S o.~ .. _1"..,r f .. ''.·C _f .,_· :-:-- -:.:t. 1·."'· c". • .... · • - - ~- - ,, se ries OI reports r-nd 

,.,, . ~ 

1.:1e 2r:1on.:<·~·.io."'.' · .. ,r o,,· .L..'! r~c·.··,·, , · ,. t · -...... . <<·; 1nt:2. cc'. er·, n strP.-
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C ... : + '~ c.. I.I\.,; 

11 
••• :: lt ::oui:;h the nre:.'~'et intelligence did not in

clucie prec ise -.-r.' rnir:£.; , ,. s to the tk,e e.n<i nl:.ce of. each 
Uc-l.jOr ,,ttc~c]( 11:hich '.ir,s LOUT.ted l.t did Serve .as P. generc .. l 
,clert to 1'ic2.c! co::a.£ .nc.cr3 ,·:ithout irid .. c2.tin[; the cxE:ct 
.:hat, uhc.:re, vrwn nnc: ho1·, of the i.:",y:icr.;:.inr, ,,.ttc:,cks. ;:iie;
nific,,!1tl;y, hoHever, t:1c ...:ioH·ci i'oun~·: no u ,sc ii: :-rhi.c!1 Uni
teci 0tc1. tcs forces appe2.rcci t.o l1c,vc suffcrod r,. d.cfec=,t, in this 
pcrioci oecause of r. :i.,,.ck of t:i.J.:.:;l:, intelligcnc!;. 11 

p,irt. of the in ',ir.shington .felt 

l~Urinc l'ct ! 

11 ',:.\'LO ~lY\~_/Jl'1c:r feJ .. :µ ill .J(" i[.On 1/ c\S not f tl]~l:r felt in ·.:~[:Sh

ir-1g1~on ir.. the: 'irJ·tc(~irte ·>r (3-rttr.c~ i' erio:i.. t.3. ; resu=_t , 
finishc, .. ~ intcllieence l-is s f;~.~inc:_tc :: iD ~-/a_s hington ~-'.id not 
contnin the rb:~srhere of crisis ~resent i~ 0rigon. ••• 
i.lt;1ou1..;h senior 6-fficic,ls in ·.:r.shingto:1 r cc c it•er: wr .. rnincs 
ii, t.he pcrioc~ 2£3-JO J,nur,ry, thny (: i c: no:, receive the 
full sense of :iltr,:ec'.:.r.cy Lrnc' inten::, ity ·,:hich v:r.,:; present in 
0aicon. J i: t he oc.h8r ntnd , ,;ith J;c: i .:;on f}.e rte:~, virturlly 
not.!~if1c.: ~·0111(\ be clohq in ,,'{- ~3 :1in[:;tor1 th~- t ~-Etc ir1 the [~€11;.e 

1·rhich ou:c: effect the outc,>:ic. 11 

:i·~\.e :,oE,. rc: r .erees with .mch of t:1is frr.nk f•ml reverl
inc st,.te: .,ent, 1Y.rtic,1l;o rly the v:.c,· tl:;:t ,~.ctny ',!2shincton 
int.c2.ligence ~-c ,)orts f, ,i l C: to convey the srne sense of 
uricncy as existec~ in VietmJ;.. 'fo cite two ex,r.,'.)lcs, the. 

daily CE doc1.1:1ent, 11 The situation in Vietnm:i11 throu.c;hout 
J2 .. nu,,rsr ,,.::.s fille (~ ,dth re'.)Ort's of ;-,os.s::.b:;_e eno:,J' offensive 
action; but it \-ir es not until Jf..nur r'J ~f ':.h, t the vFrning 
.becate loud r.nc:· cle,sr tht.t a -..:i.de-s:··rcr/ coor.'.irn'.te<:: s ,)rics 
of ,.tt;,cks >.i :::;ht- l>e c::-::)(! Ctti,: :;_n the; ne:·r future. In thrJ 
':1criod lhmurcry 15-JO, 11 '1h 2i Prcsir;.r.fr1t 1 s G<'i\y .Jrief'1

, ·.rhich 
~;rem.u;,;"bly reprcs cnt .3 tlv : 11,)st ir:nort:-·nt intc} 2.igence of 
the ci,'.y wf.rrrntin1; the c.ttcntion of the i;::." ?sic:cnt, con
tt:.ins on li, nur-ry ?,O thr; fir:;t : .. ,mtion of' ,,. no:,::; j_hJe o~.'frm
sivc. thcrcr:ftcr it i~; s i lent on r,he 3Ubjcct 1intil /cmu-

'"'9 ' ' 1 , . ' .... , p . r . n,.....!.~nrr .... 1 ....... ..1.. (-3Y'\'') '·1,r .(lor C:.rj' .(J v;ncn .. (1, :.....O\'l-.:'~e:r l l,C;"~ .:. ; 1) ec·. (::F~ t...1 v ..... c_;, l , H, u .~.i..:.VL ,;, ..:. -

ces in the ·,;c3te rn li~t:l:J.: ·.nd:; 1-:;::re c:::i:::: :1.e t5nG h,, ttle ::r 1.::·\c:.-
rations •11 

'~.,;_,' 
...,;.<{ ::> / ' e;'{ 

19,,£ 
' -

1: 
Ii 

I 
! 
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of a najor ene1 ,y offen:,ive thro,,.chout. t.nc ccr :_,t; :. · ,rovinces; -the follm-r-

offensive in I, :il i.,.w: lLI Co l'; :.'3, 

trS. i'hc : :o::.:r·.:~ ·'. ·:0:..: ~:3 .no\, ~-.g r(~,; thr·j> thi~1 c~:Lffererl~ (~ 6f 
torlt~ i11 : .ntc J_j_ iL~c;11<~c: ri.-~: ··.o rtj_nc j_n ,/c<;,h~-~, .~: :~:>n :':.S l,c~rond 
criticisu . Jcv:..;:r; ,.l. .:.'.::,ctor,, :ir·o·:,,':;ly cc,t:r·iLutc:1 • to ':,;-,is 
difference: (a) ·th-:; ~,uy:?, ,r: ne e of intc:_.lir:,;,,Cl\ in,' ic,.tors 
ag,.in::;t , !. b;,c}-;: :_;ronn•.! clutt:..:r of co r.Ll.:i.c: t-ir.c or coni'11~-d.nr-; 
re~JOrts -~"rh ic11 dulled to ~,o:l.:._:: f!~-:te1:t th r..: s}1r.r .nc; ::;s of the 
't,t' ' rn.;r1·-•5 COrJV"J1Pr~• (1--,) '1· !i ... , .:~ C- :f_'i'n1, ·:.,...,~ ')i' ·('y,·· · '·i•n· r <.!'"'"'r") +h() •• ci. _,_ L, , ... -:.- ~-·-, u~ u .. , ... , , . .l.J... 4 , ... . ... . :.. l,<,v ·._ ...... < .. _. ..... ... . ~j ...... ; : .-., 1 ..... 4...:., -

sizec\ re: ,orts :-,cc;urete:L:r :ort.r:yinc ;; 1Lt:.-:t ::;j_twti on ; / 
( c) · tlle (;L'ect of the l' tJ':ro1<·:in. _ ,-, s_· re::i::;rt,s in iP.Lcn ,(>:_i, te V 
intellibence ,:[()Ecie:c; bot~:ecn the fic 1,: tr: -; :.; rJ1,:i_o r · ;;- s hincton 
offici, ls; , .. ncJ (r!) t;he c:i::·ricu U :r · .t t b.! ... -:;i·;:i1::"/,o:: ~-eve: l 
of sortin,G out ;.n-: ; 1i ·o :·:, ·r\·/ :.:;L < hr:~ :L'.·j _cc t!1 ~.~ :i.: _: ,ort,.~ !:t in 
t l1e . ic·i.s t-, o.f i .nt ... <;_l i t.:8r.c-..J f JrY·.~.n;; t n : .. ::-· ::.'.1in :~:. ·:> :: f!~Or(t the: fie~(~.H 

b · t · f "Sii ··-+· 

I 
I· 
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J:n. con.ti·; ::; t, l,.1,:.;.( , 
"' " . , ' 1 :-i_.:.·1~ ;_.~ 1: c ,· 

" ' 

.. ). 

r efl ected ~n.th0 ~ .., , .. 
.l .. - ... 

.' ,-~ 
• ...... . _ 

info r ;,:,,t i on fro: l ot.L ,r ~<HJ.re ,:,:; . 

. . . _1_r,0r .· :•.r:c . '· ~~ v·.; 

i 

.'.. 011 

,: · .. J. '; I .... \. ., 
{ . ; 

:i.n 

,. ,r:, 
'·,J 

o f 

r :. cf . 

offici,;,ls 'ocfore l ;:! t, t\-;o po i: :Ls ,fr1o u2/ :J,'.; consj ::.ere·: • :" :· 1·st, c'.S :-wted , 
.,ij 

be.sis. 
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gence inc.ic;:.tions ;:,nc .1 ri,,·,ve bc:Gr; r,cce:'1~eri :,nd r e::..iec 0::-1 in th(! p, s t; it 

( ' l' ' •, • ---· ll' ·r n · · t 't ]·1··- J .... ,· 1"',"',n1 _,_.,._ ,,- ;-~_L . _.:,:-:r,·.o~.-·.< , OD8_ e~tr·~:··::cl~.'f wqs oe ievcn ,,nCl ,.cu;,l: ,;~'· , ,. ., <, '·'·-·t> -- ~ - · · 

· · t· · ·· t' r )"'rt v1}; ~_:ch ~, :~:verel~.r r ffccte(! significnnt fr~c tor, . not nen :i.onec in t,c '-"~-" , -
. . ,, , .. . . . .. . ... \ 'i ·~~ 

the c·.bility Of ,f2.s'i1chn[:;tOn-oaseci intellie;ence :)l'O C' .. UCers r:n·; senior of-

Pueblo was on 

tions of tiv .t ~ct ;c,b~;or':,cr! vL·tu,:~J.y t'.w fu J J. ; ttcntior, of senior 0ffi-

attacks 1;oulct not occur during 'fct, tLey 1-:er,3 convincer; tr:::t ,,tt r cks 

'·TOUl([ not t,· ,. ·,,· .. c )1 ]_,·,.c,,·_:.tun""1,,~•l ,' -. .l·'t ,~.r '1'c._,+., •· '1'U" ,-~v-;n. ' · ' - ~ ' ' '·t- - -V" ...... : - . \~w !..J, ,.) c, j ..l. _u, : __ v.1:~!l C •• t";C ~" .. .:.1 1·c0 -

· clear JIGI;;'i' '.-ir,nunc~,. 

alertness ,·;hich hr .d nuch to ,(o ,,it:, t),,_, c;_fo:c 1 Lt i on o f f ol lo1:'-H:.') 

sive. t:le ;·~e:. .. o . ' 
r1c ... ~3 note(, 
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II 11 0 

, .. • t,~1t ·t -~ht; i:ft.~-~=-J.i c i=-::ic ::: <.t !·1t =!·1:. '. contri ·.:1 1-lt. r:, l to 
the l:c c:i_ t-.;io n 011 25 Jc. .. :1LF .. l'\:' l.o c-:. nce l t!: ~; '.: . .'-_;t ·t-ruc;_; i n I ( .'. 0 1,,·is 

and t o l.~(; ncr <;_:_ · .. 'c .-:; t ~.;o rt.-i:i_;.ni:i ' s r. ction on 30 / :-:.n.1.1.; ._r:~r >1.rtt i ns 
U.i ccx. ~.t(!.l1r:ie rs .on fu l l ;,_ 1.f)T' t t !1rr1,.1,~!lo11t :._:-r~J.th ·.;1·:~::.~t: 1;·,; .~ j113t 
1;rio r to th,.; :·J.in ,,t,t; c' :$; 

b. t ~1<: t i r1tcllj_;_~c11c (.?. contri~:;ut c::-~ s1.1bs t(·r1ti:-l1:/ to 
the r csu'lt t i1~ ... t t!1c! ~,.tt: ·. c.;-:0 o:n tl1t..: citj.1:~, ·.-;'--:-:.~c !Jer:: tcn off 

c. t he=. t _ t h,::: -i:1t eJ _ _J_ic;:er1c~ >·(.1 ; · rj_r.z 0;1 t he ·1\; t o fic~
sive IJroved [:.c :.cq1Jt. te ... j_21 t..:-.ci.t i t ;:_!_e rtec:. U-..J c o: .·:.r~r:11d er;._~ in ti1.1c 
to !,e1~~ i1it the:·: to c::.rr;f ou.!c., t!1 13i r ·l ,_:_ss:Lons ~31_1~ ·csf1fu=-l:r r:nci , 
t herefo r e , ther 3 ;_·- r e no .[:rOU11ds to su~)~or ~ t!i-:~ · ch::.r ,c0 of · c 
:.:i.,jor int(;lJ.ic~n c:::: :·nilure ; ••• " 
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