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ISHTAR: (In paragraphs so m arked) 

WARNING: This document contains information affecting the national defense 
of the United States within the meaning of the Espionage laws, Title 18, U.S.C., 
Sections 793, 794 and 798 the transmission or revelation of which in any manner 
to an unauthorized person is prohibited by law. 

This document is to be distributed to and read by only those 
persons who are officially indoctrinated in accordance with com
munications intelligence security regu I otion s and who need the 
information in order to perform their duties . 

No action is to be token on information herein reported, re
gardless of temporary advantage, if such action might have the 
effect of reveoling the existence and nature of the source. 



Doc ID: 6635687                                      Doc Ref ID: A6635686

J Non - Responsive I 

TOP SECRET TRl~•E 
3/0/STY/R22-'"68 
25 JAN 68 2134Z 
DIST: O/UT 

NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY 
SOUTHEAST ASIA SIGINT SUM1't\RY 

This report summarizes developments noted throughout Southeast 
Asia available to NSA at time of publication on 25 January 1968. 
All information in this report is based entirely on SIGINT except 
where otherwise specifically indicated. 
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SITUATION SUMMARY 

In Military Region (MR) 5 in South Vietnam, indications 
of an impending Communist attack in western Pleiku Province 
continue to appear in messages exchanged between the probable 
Hq, PAVN B3 Front authority and a probable PAVN 1st Division 
element. Two unidentified B3 Front-associated entities have 
relocated in the western highlands while to the east, two Hq, 
:tvIR 5 Forward Tactical Elements are currently active in Quang Nam 
and Binh Dinh Provinces. In Iv.IR 1, the Military Affairs Section 
of COSVN passed five urgent precedence messages to Hq, B3 Front 
on 23 January, according to preliminary information. Elsewhere 
in MR 1, a military intelligence subordinate of the Viet Cong 
(vc) 5th Light Infantry Division reappeared in communications 
on 24 January and the military intelligence element of the Hq, 
VC 274th Regiment relocated northward in northeastern Bien Hoa 
Province. Finally, on 23 January the unidentified possible 
Front Headquarters in Binh Long Province of MR 10 attempted to 
communicate with the Hq, VC 5th and 9th Light Infantry Divisions 
for the first time since 29 November and 26 September 1967, 
respectively, 

SIGINT has located two radio stations associated with the 
probable PAVN 95C Regiment in the immediate vicinity of Khe Sanh 
and disclosed the continued transporting of ammunition and rice 
from storage areas northwest of Khe Sanh by elements of the PAVN 
90th Regiment. Hq, probable PAVN 304th Division and two suspect 
infantry regiments accomplished minor relocations, remaining in 
the Khe Sanh area. In the eastern DMZ area, increased offensive 
operations by the 27th Battalion have been reflected. 
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1. Vietnamese Communist Communications - South Vietnam 

Military Region 5 

In western Pleiku Province, elements of the PAVN B3 Front 
have continued to exchange data relating to an impending attack 
in that area. On 22 and 23 January, the probable Hq, B3 Front 
authority passed a number of messages to a probable PAVN 1st 
Division element in western Pleiku, some of which mentionEd the. 
impending Communist offensive, and "N-Day," the Vietnamese 
equivalent of D-Day. One message on 23 January stated that 
"The commanding officer sends his expressions to the Division 
[probably a reference to the 1st Division] units in the front 
that the mission be accomplished well. It is necessary to 
encourage the troops ...• Most confident that the impending 
mission will meet with success." Another message~ on 24 January, 
instructed the probable 1st Division element to plan the "attack 
with a single mind and single heart •.•. It is possible that N-Day 
will be moved up. I will report the; plan later .. o o All movement 
must be at the stipulated times .••. All of you are co report the 
plan for the final performance by 0600 hours 26 January [2300Z 
on 25 January)." 

In other activity in the western highlands, an unidentified 
terminal associated with the B3 Front moved in the Laos <· Cambodia
Konturn Province tri-border area to a position near 14-31N 107-26E 
(YB 629063) by 24 January, approximately 11 km south of its 
21 January location. 

New activity involving the last two military intelligence (MT) 
elements of the 1st Division remaining in South Vietnam was revealec 
in messages of 23 and 24 January exchanged between these subordinate 
and the MI Section (MIS), Hq 1st Division. In a 2.3 January message, 
the MIS instructed one subordinate--located on 16 January just soutl-
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of Highway 512 near 14-41N 107-40E (YB 878250)--to select several 
people to return to "receive a new assignment." On 24 January 
the second subordinate, located on 6 January about 12 km south
west of Dak To near 14-34N 107-42E (YB 930127), notified the MIS 
that it would be "on the move for six days." 

In southeastern Kontum Province another unidentified B3 
Front-associated radio entity moved between 19 and 24 January 
to a position near 14-25N 108-05E (AR 857977), about 12 km south
east of its previous location and approxima t ely 11 km northeast 
of Kontum city. 

In northern Pleiku Province, a terminal which serves Hq, B3 
Front, Pleiku Province, was tentatively located near 14-lON 
107-59E (ZA 225688) on 25 January. If valid, this location would 
represent a movement of about 17 km west-southwest of this ele
ment's 24 January position. 

In activity related to impending attacks i n other areas of 
MR 5, two Hq, MR 5 Forward Tact i cal Elements are currently active-
one in Quang Nam Province and the o t her, in Binh Dinh Province. 
The Hq, MR 5 Forward Tactical Element, operating in Quang Nam, 
indicated on 24 and 25 January that it was repos i tioning. This 
forward tactical element, which temporarily disappeared. from 
communications on 22 December 1967, reappeared in sporadic commu
nications on 6 January, and probably was colocated with Hq, PAVN 
2nd Division during its brief period of inactivity. I t now main
tains communications with Hq, MR 5 Main Force Unit Control (MFUC) 
and Hq, Rear Services Group 44 . Additionally, this eJement has 
established communications wi th the Hq , 2nd Division, indicating 
that it probably has recently separated from that headquarters. 

The Hq, t1R 5 Forward Tactical Element , operating in eastern 
Bin Dinh Province, was last located on 24 January near 14-0BN 
108-54E (BR 731621) and apparently has been active since at least 
30 November 1967. This forward element maintains communications 
with Hq, MR 5 MFUC; Hq, B3 Front; Hq, PAVN 3rd Division; Hq, VC 
2nd Regiment; Hq, PAVN 18th Regiment; Hq, PAVN 22nd Regiment; and 
an unidentified PAVN 3rd Division-associated radio station. This 
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forward element also possibly maintains communications with Hq, 
PAVN 5th Division; the tentative Hq, PAVN 95th Regiment, 5th 
Division; the Binh Dinh and Quang Ngai Provincial Units; and an 
unidentified possible Rear Services Element. 

In other activity in the northern area of MR 5 an uniden
tified subordinate of Hq, Rear Services Group 44 was initially 
located on 23 January in southern Quang Nam Province near 15-42N 
107-57E (zc 162374). 

In northeastern Quang Tin Province the probable Quang Nam 
Provincial Unit- - located on 22 January near 15-29N 108-25E 
(BT 237128)--reported on 23 January that it was in a difficult 
situation and surrounded. Between 21 and 24 January, this unit 
ceased communications with its four unidentified subordinates, 
which also operate in the Quang Tin area. Additionally, an uni
dentified possible rear services element was located on 24 January 
near 15-26N 108-31E (BT 353084) near the southeastern Quang Tin
northeastern Quang Ngai border, approximately 17 km west=southwest 
of Chu Lai and about 22 km northeast of its 14 January loca t ion. 

In northeastern Quang Ngai Province an unidentified subor
dinate of Hq, MR 5 Provincial Unit Control (PUC) indicated that 
it was in a difficult situation and under attack. This subordi
nate was last located on 21 December near 15-13N 108-SOE (BS 
690828) about 8 km north-northwest of Quang Ngai city,. In central 
Quang Ngai Province, another unidentified subordinate of Hq, MR 5 
PUC was initially located near 14-58N 108-33£ (BS 379553) on 
24 January. 

(2/Gl2/VCM/R224-68, 250839Z; R0222-68, 250645Z; R0221-68, 250640Z; 
R0219-68, 2418572; R0218-68, 241855Z; R0217-68, 2416252; R0216~68, 
2416002; R0215-68, 2414392; R0213-68, 241320Z; R0212-68, 241225Z; 
R0211-68, 241215Z; R0210-68, 240315Z; R0209-68, 240110Z; T184-68, 
231930Z) (iiiiilfiiliif Ofi0ii4) 
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Military Region 1 

Preliminary information indicates that the Military Affairs 
Section (MAS) of COSVN sent five messages of an urgent nature to 
Hq, B3 Front on 23 January. On the previous day, MAS COSVN was 
observed passing messages of a similar nature to Hq, B3 Front; 
Hq, MR 1,2,3,5,6, and 10; and an unidentified military station 
located in Phuoc Long Province. Although the significance of 
this activity cannot be determined, it may be related to the 
recent developments in MR 5 which have indicated that t:he Viet = 
namese Corrm1unists plan to initiate offensive activities. A 
message sent by a probable Hq, BJ Front authority on 17 January 
to Hq, PAVN 1st Division stated in part tha t 11 the Military 
Committee of the Central Office for Vietnam has advocated a new 
theater of operations." 

In other activity, an unloca.ted subordinate of the MIS, Hq, 
VC 5th Light Infantry Division (LID) reappeared in communications 
on about 24 January; however, the subordinate has not resumed 
intelligence report.ing since that date. This MI element was last 
noted in communications activity during late December 1967 - early 
January 1968. 

Finally, the MI element of Hq, VC 274th Regiment: was located 
on 24 January in northeastern Bien Hoa Province near the Bien Hoa
Long Khanh Province border at 10- 59N 107-03E (YI 259173), approxi
mately 35 km north of its 10 January position and about 25 km 
east of Bien Hoa city. This element communicates with two subor~ 
dinates : one located on 24 January in central Bien Hoa near 10~43N 
106-53E (YS 082865); the other located on 11 January in eastern 
Bien Hoa near 10 - 38N 106-57E (YS 150776). 

(2/Gl0/VCM/R33 - 68 , 250312Z; R32-68, 242322Z; 2/G10/VCJ/R24-68, 
241655Z; 2/0/VCM/R28-68, 241826Z ; R27-68, 241714Z 3/0/STY/R21-68; 
Rl6-68) (BEiOR:f!!T OAOIU) 
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Nilitary Region 10 

Preliminary information indicates that on 23 January the 
unidentified possible Front Headquarters in northern Binh Long 
Province attempted to communicate with Hq, VC 5th and 9th LIJ 1 s. 
The possible Front had not been noted in activity with Hq, 5th 
and 9th LID's since 29 November and 26 September 1967, respectively 

(2/0/Gl0/VCJ/R024-68, 241655Z) (Of!90RET GOEIDI) 

2. DRV Communications 

D:MZ Area 

On 24 January SIGINT located two radio stations associated 
with the possible PAVN 95C Regiment in the immediate Khe Sanh 
area. One station possibly serving the 5th Battalion of the 
regiment was located 6 km northeast of Khe Sanh at 16-40N 106-l1-6E 
(XD 887438) and another, serving an unidentified entity, was 
located 5 km north of Khe Sanh at 16 - 40N 106-44E (XD 860430). 

Elements of the PAVN 90th Regiment continue transporting 
ammunition and rice from unlocated storage areas northwest of 
Khe Sanh. .\rnrnunition types mentioned on 2L1- January ,,,.;rere 60-rnm 
mortar, 32-rnrn mortar, B41 rocket launcher and 122.4-mm rockets. 
Units were ordered to emphasize air defense due to increased B-52 
and reconnaissance aircraft activity in the area; additionally, 
the 75th Battalion was ordered to make preparation in every aspect 
for receipt of combat orders, possibly indicating near completion 
of the battalion's transportation role. 

Elsewhere, elements of the PAVN 803rd Regiment continue to 
report Allied activity in the area east of Gio Linh (16-56N 107-0SE 
YD 213732), and on 25 January reported the entry of warship with 
six tanks aboard into Cua Viet (16-52N 107-lOE, YD 340700). 
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Increased offensive operations by the 27th Battalion in 
the eastern m,,.:z area have also been reflected, including attacks 
against Routes 9 and 1, and local popular forces, In addition, 
political propaganda has been directed at local inhabitants. The 
7th Company, active immediately north of the Cam Lo River, re
portedly lifted mines from Route 73 for planting on Route 1, pro
bably between Routes 73 and 9, This company also was reported 
to have successfully struck popular forces at An Xuan (16-SON 
107-0SE, YD 215631) and local forces at Quang Xa (16-53N 107-02~, 
YD 158678). The 5th Company continues to plant mines on Route 9, 
reportedly killing five Americans and wounding other on 21 January, 
and destroying one tank and killing five more Americans on 
23 January. Other elements of the battalion were active as far 
west as Quat Xa (16-48N 106-58E, YD 100592). 

(2 / Gll /VCM/T699-68, 251005Z) (6i2DFT S OJHN) 

On 24 January, SIGINT reflected the relocations of three 
elements of the probable 304th Infantry Division. The division 
headquarters was located at 16-32N 106-46E (XD 881310), and two 
suspect infantry regiments were located at 16-38N 106-31E (XD 
620428) and 16-38N 106-47E (XD 905417) respectively. The division 
headquarters was last located on 21 January at 16-36N 106-42E 
(XD 821372). The two suspect infantry regiments were last located 
at 16-39N 106-28E (XD 754433) and 16-SON 106-12£ (XD 2861) on 
23 and 22 January respectively. 

(3/0/STY/R21-68; 2/Gll/VCM/T699-68, 251005Z) (CiGRET ilitb!N) 

3. PAVN Communications in Laos 

It now appears that all of the terminals which serve the 
PAVN headquarters in the Tchepone area of Laos (17-06N 105-47E, 
l'1D 8590) have relocated 41 km southward to an area approximately 
17 km west of Tchepone at 16-46N 106-02E (XD 1251). This head
quarters continues to maintain normal communications with its 
14 unidentified subscribers, and with PAVN High Command, PAVN 
Headquarters Sam Neua, and Headquarters, DRV Military Region 4. 

On 24 January, the broadcast facility which serves the PAVN 
Tchepone headquarters at its new location was observed cormnuni-
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~ating with a terminal possibly serving the Forward Headquarters, 
PAVN 559th Transportation Group. Contact between these two 
J:,.eadquarters was first observed on 10 December 1967. The Forward 
Headquarters was last located on 1 December 1967 at 16-17N 
~06-38E (XD 7300) . . 
:(3/0/STY/R296-67; 3/0/STY/R21-68) (GliGPFT SOBIN) . 
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