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NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY 
SOUTHEAST ASIA SIGINT SUMMARY 

This report summarizes developments noted throughout Southeast 
Asia available to NSA at time of publication on 11 February 1968. 
All information in this report is based entirely on SIGINT except 
where otherwise specifically indicated. 
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SITUATION SUMMARY 

In Military Region (MR) Tri-Thien-Hue of South Vietnami,, t,actici:il 
activity of Communist elements~ as evidenced by the use of a tact.ical 
signal plan, continues to be limited to the general areas o f Quang 
Tri city and Hue city. A company subordinate to the PAVN 6th Regi.;:nent: 
has been charged with blocking the resupply and reinforc.e.mEnr: ~f RuE: 
by boat. Allied activity in the Quang Nam~Quang Tin Province area c.f 
MR 5 was reflected in reports of difficult .situations: and rel c:;::at:ions 
by various PAVN 2nd Division, Quang Nam Provincial Unit and Re.or 
Set"vices elements o · Fart her south, indic ations o f an imper::d.ing ,1 L t fie k 
against Allied positions in the D.ak To area of Kontum Province ,;,,ierE 

E:videnced in comrrrun:ica t.ions of PAVN 1st Division milit.:acy i. .r./:.elI igc r, ce 
elements. 

In the northernmost corner of Quang Tri Province~ near the 
Alli.ed position at Khe Sanh, an unidentified artillery elemen: 
reported on 3 February that three days would be required to c c n:plct:c 
t he mission. Although the nature of the mission wa:::: not di -sc1 osed 
it: was revealed that the required three days would only be .suf.ficien:-. 
if the weather re,mains favorable. A later message discle sed th:1: 
s ignificant combat would take place as determined by the °Fat he:t:1trn.:i~ 1 

,--;ind also encouraged uni.ts to strive in gaining greater ac.:.Jmpli shrr;u·,': , 

I No n - Responsive 

co l~ 
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1. Vietnamese Communist Communications - South Vietnam 

Hanoi Communications 

On 9 February SIGINT again revealed an increase in message 
activity from the Central Executive Committee (CEC) of the Lao 
Dong Party in Hanoi to the secondary station of COSVN. Some 
of this activity involved messages relayed by the CEC from the 
tentative MR Tri-Thien-Hue Committee (RC TTH). 

On 9 February the highest volume of messages noted since 
4 January was passed from the Region 5 Committee (RC-5) to CEC. 
However, no messages have been observed on the RC-5 broadcast 
since 7 February when 21 messages were sent. 

In other possibly related Party communications, an 
unidentified high-echelon Party entity and its subordinate were 
observed in increased message activity also on 9 February. On~ 
of the messages passed by the subordinate contained r e lay 
instructions which indicated that the message was to be relayed 
from the tentative RC-TTH to the COSVN secondary station vi.a 
a third party. 

Another unidentif'ie d high-echelon Party entity, possibly 
located in MR TTH, was also involved in increased message 
activity on 9 February. Instructions sent by the station indicat,:~ 
that these messages were also for relay to COSVN. 

(2/G12/VCJ/R40-68, 091705Z; 3/0/STY/R35-68) (SECRET SOIIPZ) 
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Military Region Tri-Thien-Hue 

Elements of Military Region Tri·-Thien-Hue (MR TTH) 
currently utilizing a tactical signal plan include the tentative 
forward element of Hq, MR TTH, the possible Hue Municipal Unit, 
an unidentified battalion of the PAVN 6th Regiment, and an 
unidentified controlling authority located ne ar--and suspected 
of serving--the possible PAVN 9th Regiment. The geographical 
limitations of this tactical activity thus far are the general 
Quang Tri City area--possibly the area of r esponsibility c~ t he 
PAVN 9th Regiment--and the general Hue city area--wher"~ all 0th':'!" 

units are located g 

On 10 February, communications of an unidentified battalion 
of the PAVN 6th Regiment indicated the 11th company as positicm 
to be The Lai Ha (16-30N 107-35E, YD 745256). The company was 
instructed to block "enemy" forces movi.ng up from Bao Vinh 
(16-30N 107-35E » YD 752252) but most important, to block r ,~supp1 ) 
and reinforcement of Hue by boat .. Company 10 r eported it had 
been unable to cross the La KhE; (16-30N 107-35E, YD 750268) 
because the people had all fled and becaus e t:h2,re was no cov~i: r 
between the company and the enemy~ 

(Sli2Ciili' E \lliir) 

Military Region 5 

Allied tact i cal activity in eastern Quang Nam-Quang Tin 
Province continuing to b e r ef lected in Vi.e tnames e Communist 
military communications in that areao The Hq, PAVN 2nd Divisi on 
was located on 9 February near 15- SON 108-lOE (AT 967503) ~ 
about 10 km southwest of its 7 February locatione The probabl0 
Hq, PAVN 2nd Division Forward Element--located near 15-55N 
108-llE (AT 999606)--reported on 8 February that it was about 
to move. By 10 February this unit had relocated approxima te ly 
16 km to the southwest near 15-49N 108-04E (AT 873493)e Lat e r, 
in the same day the probable forward elemsnt again indicated 
that it was about to move .. The possible Hq, VC 1st Regime:nt~ 
.2nd Division, was located on 8 February near 16=00N 108-13E 
(BT 025690), about 8 km south of Da Nang and approximate ly 

-3-
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14 km north of its 1 February locationo Later on the same date 
this headquarters indicated that it was about to move and on. 
10 February reported that it was in a difficult situation and 
under bombardment~ The possible Hq, PAVN 3rd Regiment}_ 2nd 
Division--last located on 30 January in southeastern Quang Nam 
Province near 15-49N 108-12E (BT 038490)--indicated on 
9 February that it was about to move~ A terminal which may alao 
serve the possible Hq, PAVN 3rd Regiment was located on 
9 February near 15-44N 108-lOE (AT 972406). This terminal 
indicated on 9 February that it was in a difficult situation, 
and under bombardment. In this same general area Hq, Rear 
Services Group 44--located on 7 February near 15-58N 108-12E 
(BT 032655)--indicated on 8 February that it was engaged in comba1 
On 10 February this unit possibly reported to Hq, MR 5 Main 
Force Unit Control that it had "opened fire." Meanwhile, an 
unidentified subordinate of the Quang Nam Provincial Unit r.sportsc 
on 10 February that it was in a difficult situation and 
surroundedo This entity was located on 10 February near 
15-SlN 108-20E (BT 146512), about 5 km south of Hoi An and 
approximately 11 km northwest of its 30 January location. 
Another unidentified element--located on 8 February near 15~51N 
108-23E (BT 200529)--reported on 10 February that it was in a 
difficult situation and under bombardment. Finallyj) a pos:siblt~ 
rear services element was located on 9 February near 15-2SN 
108-27E (BT 279060), about 13 km west of its 7 February location 
and about 27 km west-southwest of Chu Lai city in southeastern 
Quang Tin Province" 

In eastern Quang Ngai Province an unidentified military 
element was located on 10 February near 15-02N 108-52E 
(BS 719634) ~ approximately 25 km north-northwest of i.ts 4 F;:;bruar3 
location and about 8 km east of Quang Ngai city. On 9 February 
this unidentified element indicated that it was in a difficult 
situation. 

In the western highlands an unidentified PAVN B3 Front 
associate was located on 9 February near 12-31N 108-0lE 
(AP 749858), approximately 18 km south of Ban Me Thuot in 
southern Darlac Province and about 14 km south-southwest of i.ts 

-4-
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30 January location .. In the Pleiku city area of central 
Pleiku Province an unidentif ied B3 Front associate was located on 
9 February near 13-32N 107-48E (ZA 068358) about 23 km 
southwest of Pleiku city and about 13 km southwest of its 
8 February location. Another unidentifie d B3 Front-associated 
entity was located on 10 February near 13-59N 107-48E 
(ZA 076480), approximate ly 21 km west of Pleiku city and about 
13 km northeast of its 8 February location . 

Indications of an attack by Vie tnamese Communist elements 
on Allied positions in the Dak To area were containe d in three 
messages of 10 February . In the first of thes e message s ~ th:0 
probable forward element of the Military Intell i gence Sec t ion 
(MIS), Hq, PAVN 1st Division was informed by a subordinate - ­
located on 31 January near 14- 33N 107-48E (ZB 021109)--that the: 
rocket position and "LUAN ' s detachment [unidentified ]" had f ired 
their weapons . The subordinate also reported that it had arri.v~d 
at the foot of Ngoc Bo Bieng (14-36N 107-46E, YB 9715). 

In two later messages, the forward e l emen t of the MIS - ­
located on 4 February near 14- 34N 107-38E (YB 85.5136)-- i nforrne d 
the subordinate that the enemy was located at "position on~ 
[unlocated]." The MIS then instructed the subordinate to s tay 
close to the enemy and attempt to infiltrate "pos iti on 
two [unlocated]." The subordinate was also instructed to 
reconnoiter the are a of position two thoroughly, to prepare a 
plan of operation , to take precaut ions against Allied air and 
artillery attacks, and to attack only during the day . 

(2/Gl2/VCM/R0431-68, 101730Z ; R0430- 68, 101.530Z ; R0428-68 .~ 
101255; R0427-68, 1012152 ; R0426-68, 1010.30Z; R0425- 68, 1010152 ; 
R0423-68, 1008202; R0422-68, 100714Z ; R0421-68 , 100705Z; R0420 - 68 : 
09201.SZ; R0419-68 , 0918352 ; R0417-68 , 0915102; R0416- 68, 
0914542; R0414-68, 091432Z; R0412-68, 091300Z; R0410-68, 090948Z ; 
R0408-68, 0906.SOZ; R0407-68, 090644Z; R0406-68, 090630Z; 
R0400-68, 081712Z; R0399-68, 081710Z ; T344-68, 1019352; T341- 68 ~ 
101430Z) (B!JBMT EHlfO HQ) 
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Military Region 10 

On 10 February, an unidentified headquarters subordlna tf:, 
to the Military Affairs Section of COSVN was located in Cambodian 
territory at 12-08N 106-56E (YU 115421), approximate ly 6 km 
north of the Phuoc Long Province border. This location place~s: 
the unidentified headquarters about 8 km northeas t of its 
9 February location in the Cambodian-Phuoc Long Province border 
area near 12-04N 106-54E (YU 076346). Previous locations have 
suggested that this headquarters may be located with or n$ar an 
unidentified control authority suspected to be involved i n 
logistics activity which was last located on 27 Januar y in tht1 
vicinity of 12-0lN 106-54E (YU 060308). 

( 2/G 10 /VCM/R076-68, 1013342) (8iJ!18FtE'f 8#J1ill) 

Military Region 3 

SIGINT has indicated the relocation of the Western Nam 
Bo Branch of the Liberation News Agencye On 10 February this 
station was located at 09-46N 104-50E (VR 825809) in Kien Giang 
Province, approximately 25 km northwest of its 8 January l ocation 
in Kien Giang Province. 

(f!ll!l8MT 8ftV!!f) 
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2e DRV Communications 

DMZ Area 

In the Khe Sanh area, a probable artillery forward observer 
reported that the station bunker had been collapsed by bomb.s but 
that "all was secure." On 9 February an unidentified artillery 
element reported that three days would be required to complete 
the mission if weather conditions were favorable. Numbered tar­
gets for possible registration fire have now reached 55, e,ach 
with a probable target description and an unknown type of ten= 
digit coordinates. 

The 27th Independent Battalion continues harassment and 
small-scale attacks along Route 9 in coordination with other 
PAVN unitso The 7th Company reported that Route 9 was blocked 
on 9 February after Companies 5 and 8 had struck Allied units 
:::m the road, killing 25, wounding 4 and destroying one tank. 
The company later reported killing 10 more Americans and wounding 
4 the. night of 9 February. Coordination with other PAVN units 
in the battalion's tactical area of responsibility continues to 
be: reflected in 27th Battalion communications O On 9 Fe:bnn::1ry 
,9: battalion element mentioned 21 snipers from the 270th Regiment~ 
In a message on 10 February an element of the battalion requestt:d 
thi:it "Bach Dang," possibly the 320th Division, be informed that 
one man of the 1st Battalion, 98th Regiment had been wounded in 
the attack against Cam Lo and requested stretcher bearers be 
sent for him. In a message on 9 February signed by the Chie.f 
of Staff, Song Cau (unidentified cover designator) the same 
E: lerr;ent stated that the. unit had stationed one battalion in the 
area of Tho Zuan (16-51N 107-02E, YD 160639), Thien Chanh 
(16-51N 107,-02E, YD 165641) and Quang Xa (16-53N 107-02E~ 
YD 158678) but had not yet crossed south of Route 9 as had been 
previously discussed. 

Communications of the PAVN 803rd Regiment on 8 February 
included detailed reconnaissance reporcing of Allied positions 
at Quan Ngang (16-5.3N 107-05E, YD 222678) including strength 
f i.gures, obstacles, fortifications and locations of weapc1n em­
placements. On 9 Fe.bruary the 3rd Battalion reporte,d it had 

-7-
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sent a team with two B-41 rocket launchers to a point 1.5 km 
from the Cua Viet channel entrance (probably near 16-54N 
107-llE, YD 695325) to fire at vessels. In a possible countE: r= 
sweep operation, Company 1 of the 3rd Battalion was ordered by 
the battalion to attack and block Allied forces from Hoang Ha 
(16-54N 107-lOE, YD 300685) to Lam Xuan (16-54N 107-09E, 
YD 285688) and to bombard the "enemy" north of Hill 17 (16·-55N 
107-09E, YD 276727). Three hours later an element of the 3rd 
Battalion reported that Company 1 had become lost and suffer2d 
four dead and seven wounded because of mines. A message f rom 
the 3rd Battalion to the 803rd Regiment reported forces pres;;::- n:. 
a3 270 men. An 11 February message indicated possible pl fln s L t 
the 1st Battalion to move south of the river during the nigh :: o 

This message furthe.r revealed that "significant" combat WC/i .. .:ld 
take place during a period of time to be "determine.d by the 
Fatherland." The regiment continued to admonish the batta1L:m 
to strive in gaining "great accomplishments." 

(2/Gll/VCM/Tll85-68, 111123Z; Tll59-68, 100421Z; R288·-68s 100700Z) 
( 61iiiill:iiT i#lIH) 

PAVN Rear Services 

The receipt of aviation fuel by an unlocated PAVN Rea :e" 
Se.rvices element designated NlO was indicated in SIGINT of 
8 February. On that date messages from NlO to an unidenti fiE :i 
Rear Services Element revealed the receipt of 159 barre ls- = 
(100~· 1 iter type)--of aviation fuel weighing 14,310 kilograms, 
The ultimate destination or the specific type of fuel we .re nor 
disclosed in the messages. 

This is the first reference to aviation fuel seen in PAVK 
Re a :;: Services communications and may be related to the recen t 
S IGINI' reflections of DRV air activity into the s outhe·rn ar.'e~. 
of North Vietnam. 

( f"iGBET S OIUN) 
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PAVN High Command 

Hq~ PAVN 304t:h Infnntry Di.vision has been identified i-..S 

th,2 t.hird subscriber on the: new High Comrr.and trdffic-pa.:=,sing 
gr::)up first ncted on 5 February. The other tv:ci subse:ri.bers 
were. previously identified as Bqs 9 PAVN 320r.:h and 325C 
Divisions. The identification of the Hq, 304th .alor.g ,,.;f 
tb.e two other division hea.dquarters ffiEians that High C·.:.;:r:u:,:;:nd 
now has direct and regularly scheduled communications ..,,dth 
the three PAVN divisions identified in SIGINT a.; deployed 
in the DMZ area. 

(2/:J/VC1'.-'I/R80··68~ 092135Z; 2/C-U./VCJ/R0~0~,6b 1 09!339Z) 
( Fii@IUH JAC IN) 

Additional analysis ef SIG INT dr.ta rel a: in,g t.'.' ..:nc, 
8 February flight of two North Vietnamese probable IL ··l l.. r. c:,-r:.,," 
ports to the northern area of South Vietnam ind1c:ite:s tb.2 "' a.1.t·· 

craft were attempting to carry cue a bombing missiono Th2: ::.:.,·;_ 
ai rcr.::ift departed Hanoi Gia Lam during the ev,-::r,ing hcn..::c:: .;ir d 
wen: .apparently "covered" by a.t lc::ast ttt,c Ncrr.h Vi2tn.-:1rr;cse Ml·. -­
as far south as the Thanh Hoa area, The b,,:..:, ·: t'aL.~'>P• ct:=: .::< !"' f,,'._.,.'' 
southward and approximately .an hour aft2:r p:1,:c.i;:\g ~.,·sr Th.~ 1

- i :t 

area were on an ea sternly headinge Adverse Wt;;:-;.ither c,Jn:H: LT~· 

apparently precluded the cc~pleti0n of 2 miss ~d tcrh :t 
craft returned to Hanoi Gia La~ Airfield. Be re l3ndirg b··h 
D.ircraft je.ttisoned t::.heir bc.nb loads, one in a.'."'c un<li~0cl~ ,.:.;.f,1 e;; ,, 

and one in ~he Hoa Lac areae 

Available SIGINT 
in the same, general area as 
which conducted probable .rE­
Vie r:nam on 7 Febru acy, 

2ugge3c~ that th0s~ aircrafT fl0~ 
six North Vi.etnarn,.:;,.se lL~ 14 j 

(2/02/VCA/R035~68, 070743Z 
3/0/STY/R:34-68, 8 Feb 68) 

:.1rld F ~:;'J]t:1\<1~·,t1p~; It 
( S@WW·~ i 1 l'l D1) 
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