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COORDI NATED vrnnrn.:-1.Es::;; COMMUNIS'r OFFENSIVE 

EVIDENCED IN SOUTH VIETNN•l ( 2523327.. ) 

'rhe Military Inte lligence Section (MIS ), Hq , PAVN 1st Division 
in al February message ordered a subordinate located by SIGINT on 
2 /-3 January near 14-47N :LT(-lilE ( YE f.l9l1361) to "complete the combat 
mission immediately" and then return to join other Cornrnunint e lements 
at Ngoc Tu (14-42N 1 07-L~U}~, ZB 0H3259), the "rive r p:ien," and the 
"road back to the southeast" (possibly Route 14) . 

In messages of 29 and 31 January, possibly passed to the same 
subordinate, the MIS ordered an attack possi l )l y involving mortars 
and recoilless rifles against an unnamed target on an und.eterrnlned 
date. The MTS said: "maintain secre r:y, get ready to fight" and "light 
up thr: other hills in orcler to disperse tr1e fire power of the enemy 
and puppets [i.e., ARV1'! .]" 'rhe message indicated that Communi s t mortars 
would be fired from a hill pos i ti c.,n designated "Al" and contained 
references to "blockhouses" and Allied airc raft .lc-mdings. In a 
31 January message t he MIS exhorted this subordinate to "emulate K3," 
apparently in s hooting down Allied aircraft. "1<" is a. common 
VietnaJnese Communist designator for batta.:U.on. AccorrUng to collateral, 
the PAVN 174th l~egirnent: 1st Di vision, has a 3rd Bat talion. SIG INT 
located the suspected Hq, PAVN 174th Reg-.L ment on 1 2 Ju.nuary in the 
Kontum Province-Cambodia border area. 

In another 31 January message possibly passed to the same 
subordinate, the MIS stated "the cadre and party members combat 
determination is good. The y have an a.ggres3ive sp:i:rit a.bout pe rforming 
their assigmnent." The MIS al so appa rent.ly said that some wounded 
Cormnunist enlisted personnel were demoralized and that some r econnaissance 
personnel were relt1ctant to stay .. close t G the 11 enen1y." 

THIS DOC1JME:N'I' CON'T.'/1.UJS 1 PAJ.E 

r,y-,. an nm a a z 

Declassified and Approved for Release by NSA on 10 - 30 - 2018 pursuant to E . O. 13526 


