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COORDINATED VIETNAMESZE COMMUINIST OFFENSIVE

EVIDENCED IN SOUTH VIETNAM (2523327)

The Military Intelligence Section (MIS), Hq, PAVN 1ist Division
in a 1 February mcssage ordered a subordicate located by SIGINT on
28 January near 1Lh-L7N 177-L1E (YE 894361) to "complete the combat
mission immediately" and then return to join other Communist elements
at Ngoc Tu (1l4-LoN  187-432, zZB ¢18259), the "river piers” and the
"road back to the southeast” {poszibly Route 1h}.

In messages of 29 and 31 January, possibly passed to the same
subordinate, the MIS ordered an attack possibly involving mortars
and recollless rifles against an unnamed target on an undetermined
date. The MIS said, "maintain secrecy, get ready to fight" and "light
up the other hills in order to disperse tne fire power of the enemy
and puppets [i.e., ARVN.]" The message indicated that Communist mortars
would be fired from a hill position designated "AL" and contained
references to "blockhouses" and Allied alrcraft landings. In a
31 January message the MIS cxhorted this subordinate to "emulate K3,"
apparently in shooting down Allied aireraft. "K" is a common
Vietnamese Communist designator for battailion. According to collatersal,
the PAVN 17hth Regiment, lst Division, has a 3rd Battaliion. SIGINT
located the suspected Hg, PAVN 17Lth Regiment on 12 Junvary in the
Kontum Province-Cambodia border area.

In another 31 January message possibly passed to the same
subordinate, the MIS stated "the cadre and party members combat
determination is good. They have an aggressive splrit about performing
their assignment.” The MIS also apparently said that some wounded
Communist enlisted personnel were demoralized and that some reconnaissance
personnel were reluctant to stay close to the "enemy.”
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